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South Jersey Tournaments would like to extend our appreciation to all 2022 tournament sponsors and advertisers in this year’s On The Rip. Your support and participation have contributed to making this 
season the best ever. If you feel that you or your company might benefit from exposure at one of our tournaments or by advertising in On The Rip we encourage you to contact the marketing department at your 
earliest convenience. Participation in some categories is limited. South Jersey Tournaments reserves the right to modify, edit or refuse any sponsorship, submission, advertisement copy, photographs or graphics. 
South Jersey Tournaments reserves the right to limit sponsorship of its events and/or advertisements in its publication(s), brochures, etc. Information contained in this publication is believed to be correct at the 
time of publication but not guaranteed for accuracy.

On The Rip: Advertising & Tournaments (609) 884-0177   |   Editor: Walt Rosenberg   |   Art Director: Bob Weber

Cover Photo by: Carl Ascoli on board the Digger (Cape May) in the Baltimore Canyon 2021
Angler: Ariadna Altamiranoo
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Walt Rosenberg, Editor

thanks to the outstanding artists who were 
kind enough to share their work with us.

Karl Anderson once again graces our pag-
es with an in-depth article on the emergence 
of Valhalla Boatworks at the Viking Mullica 
plant. Karl and I spent the day with Gener-
al Manager John Leek IV and his dedicated 
workforce, the experience was nothing short 
of mind-blowing. The accomplishment of 
bringing the Valhalla concept to reality with 
unparalleled teamwork between the Viking 

In doing exhausting research on the ori-
gins of billfish pursuit, we came upon a lit-
tle-known rendering by Michelangelo hid-
den deep within the depths of the Sistine 
Chapel. It is difficult to ascertain whether 
the subject in this tableau is just along for 
the ride or slipped while trying to leader the 
fish. We will leave it up to the reader to solve 
this mystery. The illustration in question can 
be found on page 43, kicking off the Marine 
Art Gallery section in this year’s issue. Our 

engineering department, the mother com-
pany, and the Mullica workforce has led to 
the creation of an outstanding end product.

The Manasquan River Marlin and Tuna 
Club is one of the oldest fishing clubs in the 
United States. Jeff Merrill did a deep dive into 
the storied history of the club and the nota-
ble members, catches, and crews past and 
present. The contributions to the advance-
ment of our sport and conservation efforts 
by this and many other coastal fishing clubs 
deserves our appreciation and admiration.

The 2021 30th Anniversary Mid Atlantic 
Tournament was once again a record-break-
ing event. Record breaking number of par-
ticipating boats, record breaking overall 
payout, and most importantly, incredible 
catches in all categories. The Mid Atlantic 
Recap in this issue breaks down a wild week 
on the rip. Thanks once again to all our par-
ticipants, the host marinas, and sponsors for 
making the Mid Atlantic and our entire tour-
nament season so electrifying.

EDITOR'S PAGE

“Painting from nature is not copying the object, it’s realizing one’s sensations” 

~Paul Cezanne
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The MidAtlantic Tuna Tournament • June 22-26, 2022

The MidAtlantic Cup • July 4, 2022

South Jersey Yacht Sales Offshore Showdown • July 6-9, 2022

Cape May Marlin Tournament • July 28-30, 2022

The 30th Annual MidAtlantic • August 21-26, 2022

The 2022 Tournament Season!

The MidAtlantic Tuna Tournament (June 
22-26) The MidAtlantic Tuna tournament, 
which was already an established event in 
June, gives participants the option of two-
day trips or one overnight trip. Either gives a 
total 22 hours of lines in fishing time on the 
water, PLUS up to 4-1/2 hours of run time to 
the fishing grounds. With that much time on 

the water crews can now target a longer 
window for their species of choice 

or change tactics throughout 
the tournament! This 

is why we have 
added a 

“Battle of the Tuna” Calcutta which is the 
only Calcutta where a stringer of yellowfin 
and/or bigeye can take a prize payout. This 
certainly will be an exciting Calcutta battle 
to watch throughout the tournament as the 
weigh-ins take place.

The MidAtlantic Cup (July 4) is another 
one of our growing events on the tourna-
ment calendar. While it may not have the 
grand scale appearance as some of our other 
events, if you’re a blue marlin fishing enthu-
siast, you certainly don’t want to overlook 
this tournament by any means. This niche 
event is a one-day, high stakes, multiregional 
port, winner-take-all tournament. Currently, 
we have a starting purse of $ 32,000 that 

rolled over from 2021. This, plus an 
expected increase in number of 

boats to come join in on the ac-
tion in 2022, will certainly make for 

a large payout. Fish from anywhere 
within the MidAtlantic Bight with four 

official tournament weigh stations, 
based out of Manasquan NJ, Cape May 

NJ, Ocean City MD, and Virginia Beach VA, 
all are available to weigh-in your qualifying 
blue marlin. Teams can leave the dock at any 
time prior to the tournament lines in time of 
8:30am and fish through 4:30pm. This win-
ner take all, best of the best event will surely 
take bragging rights to the next level!

The South Jersey Yacht Sales Offshore 
Showdown (July 6-9) was a great event en-
joyed by all during the 2021 tournament sea-

son. After having to put the event on hold in 
2020 due to Covid-19 restrictions, we were 
able to get things back to normal this past 
year with some venue changes. Now de-
signed to feature more of our family friendly 
seaside town, the captains meeting kickoff at 
the Cape May Brewery was a nice touch for 
the following day’s events. While the weath-
er and fishing didn’t cooperate as much as 
we all liked, it didn’t stop the friends and 

Another exciting year is shaping up for our tournament season for 
2022! With some big changes to existing events and keeping tradi-
tions alive with some of the favorite events, we have many reasons 
for you to get ready to jump aboard with us too!

by Tournament Director Aaron Hoffman

see 2022 on pg 7
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families from enjoying the days on land and on 
sea. Wrapping up on Saturday evening at the 
elegantly decorated beachfront Grand Hotel for 
dinner and awards, all the participants came to-
gether to congratulate each other on their catch-
es before closing out the event. For 2022 we’re 
planning to continue the same Fish – Lay – Fish for-
mat as previous years, and exploring the local spots 
of the City of Cape May and enjoying the dockside 
hospitality at Canyon Club Resort Marina. With two 
days of family friendly competitive offshore fishing, 
and all-inclusive hospitality, this event continues to be 
a popular kick off for the offshore season.

The MidAtlantic Tournament (August 21-26) contin-
ues to be the icing on the cake to most big game fish-
ing enthusiasts along the eastern seaboard. With high stakes, big 
payouts, and hospitality that are all second to none, the MidAtlantic is 
certainly something to get in on each year. The 30th Anniversary was 
a tournament to be recalled on for years. With a record purse pay-
out of nearly $6 Million, half of the purse was taken by 3 boats alone, 
Sea Wolf (82 lb. White Marlin), Pipe Dreamer (235 lb. & 227 lb. Bigeye), 
Billfisher (1135 lb. Blue Marlin). The 2021 tournament was certainly a 
nail biter with plenty of board shake ups throughout. With the tourna-
ment turnout we had last year we’re looking to do the same for 2022 
in all aspects and continue our Anniversary Calcutta by correspond-
ing it to the year. We are once again expecting a big turnout and large 
purse to keep the momentum of such a great event going. We look 

forward to having you join us for one of the best events in the world 
from beginning to end!

With another exciting year ahead, we look forward to seeing old 
friends and meeting new in each event this year. We have always built 
each event with top notch hospitality because it is not just a com-
petition but an event for friends, families, all with a shared passion 
of spending time on the water. The season always comes and goes 
quickly, but the memories last a lifetime!

We’ll see you at the scales here in 2022!
Sincerely,
Aaron T. Hoffman
South Jersey Tournament Director

from 2022 on pg 5
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JUNE 22-26, 2022
The MidAtlantic Tuna Tournament is the kick-off event to the South Jersey Tournament season! Each 

June, the offshore waters off the coast of Southern New Jersey have some of the most productive tuna 
fishing of the season. As the early season eddies push in that warm Gulf Stream water, the yellowfin and 
bigeye bite are red hot. This year’s MidAtlantic Tuna Tournament is one way to dust off the rods and hit 
the canyons for some high stakes tuna competition.

Now established on June 22nd – 26th, this year’s MidAtlantic Tuna Tournament will certainly be one 
you won’t want to miss! With plenty of fishing format options to choose from to adapt to any last minute 
weather changes, this event provides the most time on the water to get that right bite. Our signature 
Calcutta options for the event give participants every chance to get some fish on the board and take a 
significant portion of the total purse.

Whether you prefer to target bigeye in the deep or search for yellowfin inside the edge, the MidAtlantic 
Tuna Tournament is the most versatile event to get you on the board! As the warm June weather starts to 
heat things up for the rest of the fishing season, be sure to mark your calendar for the MidAtlantic Tuna 
Tournament and we’ll see you at the scales!

Schedule of Events
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22

At South Jersey Marina Saltwater Cafe
6:00pm Late Registration
7:30pm Captains’ Meeting

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
At South Jersey Marina Saltwater Cafe

9:00pm Tournament Awards, 
Catered Dinner & Beverages

Weigh-Ins 
At Canyon Club Resort Marina 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday

5:00pm Scales Open   |   8:00pm Scales Close

4 Day Trip Options
Captain’s Choice – Fish 2 of 4
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday

12:00am Depart Inlet
4:30am Lines In

3:30pm Lines Out (11 Hours - Same Day)

3 Overnight Trip Options
Captain’s Choice – Fish 1 of 3

Thursday-Friday, Friday-Saturday, Saturday-Sunday
1:30pm Depart Inlet

5:30pm Lines In
3:30pm Lines Out (22 Hours - Following Day)

Get the
Tournament

App
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THE MIDATLANTIC TUNA TOURNAMENT
JUNE 22-26, 2022

Tournament Entry
Tournament Entry w/Included Calcutta - $3,000

Tournament Entry includes team’s tournament registration and hospitality.

$1,500 of the fee includes entry into the “Battle of the Tuna” Calcutta.

This allows all teams entered to go head to head for heaviest stringer comprised of either Yellowfin and/or Bigeye.

Battle of the Tuna Prize Payout
HEAVIEST STRINGER OF YELLOWFIN OR BIGEYE

HEAVIEST STRINGER (UP TO 4 FISH)

1st = 50% | 2nd = 30% | 3rd = 20%

Tournament Calcuttas
35’ & UNDER CALCUTTA - $1,000

The 35’ & Under Calcutta is for boats that are 35’ or less in length according to the given boat’s model name. This Calcutta option 
gives entrants the opportunity to compete for the overall heaviest out of the qualifying species.

35’ & Under Prize Payout
HEAVIEST YELLOWFIN | HEAVIEST BIGEYE

1st Place Each Category = 50%

IN THE GAME CALCUTTAS
In The Game Calcuttas give teams the opportunity to specifically target either Yellowfin or Bigeye in the selected Calcutta. Without 

putting the most at risk, the following options can be entered into as either a base entry to double down on at a higher Calcutta level 
or as an optional backup plan to fish for during the tournament.

In The Game Yellowfin - $1,500

In The Game Bigeye - $1,500

In The Game Yellowfin & Bigeye Prize Payout
Each Calcutta entry above pays out 50% to Heaviest Overall & 50% to Heaviest Stringer

HEAVIEST OVERALL
1st = 25% | 2nd = 15% | 3rd = 10%

HEAVIEST STRINGER (UP TO 4 FISH)
1st = 25% | 2nd = 15% | 3rd = 10%

HIGH STAKES CALCUTTAS
High Stakes Calcuttas give teams the opportunity to double down on the individual target species of the selected Calcutta. It is rec-

ommended that participants enter the Calcutta based on that species being their primary target during the tournament.

High Stakes Yellowfin - $5,000 | High Stakes Bigeye - $5,000

High Stakes Yellowfin & Bigeye Prize Payout
Each Calcutta entry above pays out 50% to Heaviest Overall & 50% to Heaviest Stringer

HEAVIEST OVERALL
1st = 25% | 2nd = 15% | 3rd = 10%

HEAVIEST STRINGER (UP TO 4 FISH)
1st = 25% | 2nd = 15% | 3rd = 10%
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THE MIDATLANTIC TUNA TOURNAMENT
JUNE 22-26, 2022

Tournament Rules
TIMES & BOUNDARIES
 1 All boats must sail from and return to Cape May Inlet.
 2 Boats fishing 11 hour trips (Day) are not permitted to clear the Cape May Sea Buoy prior to 12:00 AM on each scheduled fishing day. Boats fishing 22 hour trips (Overnight) are 

not permitted to clear the Cape May Sea Buoy prior to 1:30 PM on each scheduled fishing day.
 3 For Boats Fishing 11 hour trips (Day) fishing begins at 4:30 AM on each scheduled fishing day. For Boats Fishing 22 hour trips (Overnight) fishing begins at 5:30 PM on each 

scheduled fishing day. No lines, chum, or bait of any kind may be put into the water prior to this time.
 4 For Boats Fishing 11 hour trips (Day) & 22 hour trips (Overnight) fishing ends at 3:30 PM on each scheduled fishing day. Any fish hooked prior to the deadline may be played until 

boated or released, provided that said fish is announced hooked on the tournament channel before the deadline.
 5 Boundaries for the tournament will be 125 nautical miles from the Cape May Sea Buoy.
 6 Weigh-in begins at 5:00 PM. All eligible fish must be available for weigh-in at Canyon Club Resort Marina by 8:00 PM aboard the boat on which they were caught. 
 7 Each boat must pick either one overnight trip or two day trips by submitting the official Fish-Day Form prior to leaving the dock on the day selected. Said forms must be either physically 

delivered by a member of the boat’s crew to the dockmaster’s office at South Jersey Marina or Canyon Club Resort Marina OR photographed and texted to the Tournament Director. 
The boat must be dockside when the fish day is declared. Any boat not submitting the form will be assumed to be laying on that day. Boats may not fish on a lay day unless all of their 
available fish days have been used. Boats with mechanical problems or other emergencies may use lay days to arrive late to the tournament so long as it is with the advance permission 
of the Tournament Directors and they conform with all other rules. To withdraw a Fish Day Form the boat must be dockside and the Tournament Directors notified within three hours after 
fishing beginning on the day selected. 

ANGLING/FISHING
 8 Participants shall comply with I.G.F.A. equipment and angling rules with the following exceptions: A) A fish may be hooked by someone other than the angler provided the rod is 

immediately transferred to the angler after hook-up. From that time on, the angler must fight the fish alone until boated or released. B) No harpoons, dart gaffs or greensticks. C) 
Spreader bars with hooks ARE permitted. D) Fish may be dispatched by gun or bangstick after they have been wired. The Tournament Directors retain sole authority for interpreting and 
implementing the I.G.F.A.’s rules. 

 9 There is no limit on the number of lines or teasers.
 10 All fish boated over 75 lbs. must be reported over the tournament channel at the time of the catch.
 11 There are 4 available “Day” fishing options and 3 available “Overnight” fishing options for the tournament. Boats may choose either 2 of the available days or 1 of the available 

overnights, captains’ choice; no weather committee. The crew members of each individual boat will be solely responsible for the decision as to which day or night to fish.
 12 Anglers may not switch to another boat nor can anyone from another boat come aboard to assist in fighting or boating a fish.

SCORING/PRIZES
 13 Only one day need be fished for the tournament to be considered official and prizes to be awarded. 94% of Calcutta entries will be paid out. 
 14 Qualifying species are Bigeye and Yellowfin. Bluefin Tuna will not be eligible for awards in this tournament. 
 15 Boats may weigh up to 3 Yellowfin and 3 Bigeye per fish day. Overnight trips will count as two fish days. Participants will be given tags which must be securely attached to each fish prior 

to being weighed and should include boat number and trip type identified. 
 16 Fractional weights will be rounded to the nearest pound. 
 17 Up to 4 fish will be counted towards each tuna stringer Calcutta. 
 18 In the event of a tie in the cash prize categories, the prize money will be equally divided between those tying.
 19 In the event that all places are not filled the unwon prize money will be proportionally divided among the winners of that prize.
 20 In the event that no qualifying fish are caught in a Calcutta, the entry fee for that Calcutta will be returned.
 21 35’ & Under Calcutta: If no qualifying fish is taken in any category, the unwon prize money will be equally divided among the winners of the other categories.
 22 In order to be eligible for awards, prizes, and calcuttas, fish must be caught in compliance with all tournament rules. Said rules include conformance to state and federal size limits and 

possession of a current NMFS angling, general or charter/headboat category HMS permit.
 23 All fish eligible for cash prizes may be subject to examination by the Tournament Directors, consulting biologists and/or Torrymeter, should there be any question as to the “freshness” 

of the catch. It shall be the responsibility of the participant to keep all eligible catches in suitable and proper condition until weigh-in. In the event of any disputes arising from such 
examination, the decision of the Tournament Directors shall be final. Polygraph examination may be required of winning crews.

ADMINISTRATION
 24 The designated tournament VHF radio channels are 69 (Primary) and 71 (Alternate).
 25 Registration is by boat rather than by angler. Tournament Directors reserve the right to decline entry of any boat or crew.
 26 The Tournament Directors and hosting facilities assume no liability or responsibility for any damage or loss.
 27 In the event of a boat disability, contestants may transfer to another boat, not entered in the tournament, and may fish in the name of the original, with the prior approval of the Tourna-

ment Directors.
 28 Allegations of violations of any of the above rules may be submitted only by an official tournament registrant and must be submitted in writing on the day of the alleged infraction. In 

the event of such an allegation, the Tournament Directors will have the sole and exclusive responsibility to investigate the alleged incident and to rule as to whether any violation materi-
ally aided the angler, crew, or vessel, or otherwise affected the outcome of the tournament. Any subsequent penalty will be solely at the discretion of the Tournament Directors and shall 
be final. In all cases, registrant and their crews agree to be bound by the ruling of the Tournament Directors.
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The 2022 MidAtlantic Cup has continued to attract participants in search for the majestic blue marlin up and down the 

East Coast. As the largest open boundary tournament with weigh stations from Manasquan Inlet to Virginia Beach, this tour-

nament is the next MUST DO event for any marlin fishing enthusiast!

Starting off with a $32,000 prize purse rolled over from last year’s tournament, this year’s MidAtlantic Cup will certainly 

climb higher as teams return to the battle grounds in search for a winning blue marlin to bring back to the scales!

This is your chance to compete with marlin anglers across the region. From Sandy Hook, NJ to Virginia Beach, VA all are 

welcome to join in on the action. This event allows participants to depart at any time and from any inlet they choose and run 

as far as they want. Fishing beings at 8:30AM and ends at 4:30PM on July 4th. This one day tournament has only one place 

to fill… First. A winner take all, best of the best event that surely is going to take bragging rights to the next level.

If you’re looking to compete on an additional level, MidAtlantic Cup also coincides with the Blue Marlin World Cup for a 

chance to not just be the best in the region, but the best in the WORLD! So who exactly has the best Blue Marlin fishing ac-

tion in the MidAtlantic region? Only time will tell on July 4th 2022 during the MidAtlantic Cup!

JULY 4, 2022

Schedule of Events
January 1 – June 18 | Open Registration

June 18 – July 3 | Open Online Registration Only

July 3 – 5:00PM | Registration Deadline

July 4 – 8:30AM | Lines In

July 4 – 4:30PM | Lines Out

July 5 – 12:00PM
Weights and Measures Submission Deadline

Online Registration Until July 3rd 2022
www.southjerseytournaments.com/midatlantic-cup

MidAtlantic Cup 
Official Weigh Stations

Manasquan River Inlet
Hoffman’s Marina

Cape May Inlet
Canyon Club Resort Marina

Ocean City Inlet
Sunset Marina

Rudee Inlet
Virginia Beach

Entry Fee & Calcutta
Tournament Entry Fee $2,000

1st Place Heaviest Qualifying Blue Marlin

Optional MidAtlantic Cup Calcutta
Entry Fee $3,000

1ST PLACE HEAVIEST QUALIFYING BLUE MARLIN
WINNER TAKE ALL PRIZE MONEY PURSE

See Tournament Rules & Regulations for Details

Get the
Tournament

App
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 1. Entry fee: $2,000 per boat (each boat is referred to as “Participant”).
 2. Optional MidAtlantic Cup Calcutta: $3,000 per Participant (the “MidAtlantic 

Cup Calcutta or MACC”).
 3. Payment and Acceptance of Entry Fee: Payment can be made by standard 

commercial means either by mail, wire transfer or over the internet. After June 
17, 2022, only internet credit card payments and cash (US currency only) will 
be accepted. All funds must be available without restriction to South 
Jersey Tournaments on or before 5:00pm, July 3, 2022 (unless other-
wise stated, all times in the Rules refer to US EST). Each Participant must 
receive a confirmation number prior to July 4 which shall confirm Participant’s 
entry into the Tournament.

 4. Revocation of Entry: South Jersey Tournaments reserves the right in its sole 
and absolute discretion, to reject or revoke participation by any Participant for 
any reason.  Revocation may be communicated or sent to Participant by phone, 
fax or email and is effective when sent by South Jersey Tournaments.

 5. Withdrawal: Refunds will only be made for withdrawals if a written withdrawal 
and refund notice signed by the Participant is received by South Jersey Tourna-
ments on or before 5:00pm, July 3, 2022.

 6. Qualifying fish: The qualifying length for Blue Marlin is 106 inches (LJFL). All 
fish below the qualifying length and those fish not expected to be the heaviest 
shall be released.

 7. Qualifying fish being weighed: Blue Marlin that meet the minimum length must 
be brought, aboard the boat on which it was caught, to an Official weigh station 
of The MidAtlantic Cup to be weighed.  The fish must be available by midnight.

 8. Winning fish: The winning fish will be the heaviest qualifying blue marlin 
caught in accordance with these Tournament Rules.

 9. IGFA and Government Rules: Subject to the express modifications set forth 
in these Tournament Rules, each Participant shall comply with the IGFA rules 
which can be viewed at www.igfa.org under “Fishing,” and with all applica-
ble government fisheries regulations. Tournament Anglers MUST use only 
non-offset circle hooks when deploying natural bait or natural bait artificial lure 
combinations. Tournament anglers may deploy “J” hooks with artificial lures.

 10. Boundaries: There are no boundaries for this tournament.
 11. Prize Money and Distribution: Prize money is awarded for first place only in 

this winner takes all tournament to the Participant catching the heaviest quali-
fying blue marlin. Prize money shall be equal to 80% of Tournament Entry Fees 
(the “Prize Money”). The Prize Money will be distributed to the “Payee” designat-
ed in writing by Participant. IN THE EVENT THAT A QUALIFYING FISH IS NOT 
CAUGHT, THE TOURNAMENT PRIZE MONEY (TOURNAMENT ENTRY FEES 
MINUS 20%) WILL BE ROLLED OVER AND ADDED TO THE PRIZE MONEY 
FOR THE 2023 TOURNAMENT. Reentry and payment of the 2023 Tournament 
Entry Fee will be required to participate in the 2023 MidAtlantic Cup.

 12. MidAtlantic Cup Calcutta: Entry in the MidAtlantic Cup Calcutta is optional, 
and all Tournament Rules will apply. The winning MACC Participant will be the 
MACC Participant catching the heaviest qualifying blue marlin. The MACC is 
a winner takes all event with prize money equal to the total MACC entry fees 
minus 20% (the “MACC” Prize Money”). The MACC Prize Money will be dis-
tributed to the “Payee” designated in writing by Participant. If there is no MACC 
winner, 80% of the MACC entry fees will be refunded.

 13. Departure: Boats may depart at any time to be able to reach the fishing grounds.
 14. Fishing hours: Lines in the water at 8:30am and out of the water at 4:30pm 

in the Participant’s local time zone. Boats may catch bait prior to lines in. If a 
hookup is reported to MidAtlantic Cup headquarters prior to lines out and the 
angler reasonably believes that the marlin is the winning fish, the angler may 
continue fighting the marlin.

 15. Video: South Jersey Tournaments reserves the right to require the winning 
team to provide a video of boated fish along with continuous video of GPS time 
and date to verify fish was caught during tournament hours.

 16. Polygraph: South Jersey Tournaments reserves the right to require that the 
angler and/or any members of the crew pass a polygraph test, administered 
in the manner determined by South Jersey Tournaments, in order to collect 
the Prize Money. All tests or other verification costs incurred by South Jersey 
Tournaments shall be paid out of the Prize Money.

 17. Determination and Verification of Fish Size: Fish weight as well as length 
(as measured from the tip of the lower jaw to the fork of the tail) and girth 
(the “Weight and Measurements”) shall be taken by a qualified weigh master 
approved by South Jersey Tournaments.  At least two independent witnesses 
are required to witness the taking of the Weight and Measurements. The 
Weight and Measurements along with photos taken to verify the Weight and 
Measurements and the witnesses’ names and contact information shall be 
submitted to South Jersey Tournaments as soon as reasonably possible, but 
no later than noon, July 5. An observer approved by South Jersey Tournaments 
may be required for any Participant fishing in a remote area where there are no 
other Participants (the “Remote Area”). South Jersey Tournaments shall have 
the right to refuse any entry if it believes that adequate verification procedures 
are not available in the Remote Area to modify verification compliances and 
procedures in its sole discretion.

 18. Fishing Line Requirements: Any line (monofilament, Dacron or braided line) 
with a manufacturer’s stated breaking strength of 100 pounds or less; also ac-
cepted is any line labeled as “IGFA-rated or Tournament-rated” with a breaking 
strength of 130 pounds or less. Backing of ANY SIZE is permitted as long as 
the top shot does not exceed 130lb. test IGFA or 100lb manufacturers stated. 
IGFA Top Shot & backing rule. The catch shall be classified under the breaking 
strength of the first five meters of line directly preceding the double line, leader 
or hook.  This section must be comprised of a single, homogenous piece of line.

 19. Reporting: Participants shall use their best effort to report, as soon as 
possible, when a fish is hooked and then when any large blue marlin is boated 
and the estimated weight of the fish. South Jersey Tournaments may provide 
Tournament day activity on The MidAtlantic Cup website, or through Twitter or 
Facebook, as it occurs throughout the day, however, in no event shall South 
Jersey Tournaments have any liability for any such information that may later 
turn out to be inaccurate or false.

 20. Adverse Conditions: It is the responsibility of each Participant to decide in 
advance whether to fish on July 4. Participants shall not be entitled to refunds 
for the Tournament unless Participant complies with the refund rules set forth 
above. Participant shall not be entitled to a refund after the refund deadline due 
to the inability of Participant to fish on July 4 for any reason, including, but not 
limited to bad weather, adverse sea conditions, other acts of God, mechanical 
or physical conditions or other similar conditions or events.

 21. Dispute Resolution: In order for any dispute or protest to be considered it must 
be submitted to South Jersey Tournaments prior to 5:00pm on July 5, 2022. 
Any dispute shall be determined and resolved by the sole and absolute discre-
tion of South Jersey Tournaments rules committee and said determination and/
or resolution shall be final and binding.

 22. Indemnification: Anglers/ crews/boat owner and guests of Participant (collec-
tively “Participating Parties”) enter the Tournament at their own risk, individually 
and collectively, and assume all risks which might occur. Participating Parties 
hereby release and forever discharge South Jersey Tournaments and their 
agents, employees, representatives, attorneys, shareholders, officers, directors, 
assigns, heirs and successors-in-interest from and against any and all claims, 
demands, obligations and causes of action, which Participating Parties may 
have arising out of or in any way connected with their participation in the Tour-
nament.

 23. Jurisdiction: In the event of any litigation arising out of the Tournament, partic-
ipant hereby consents to the jurisdiction of the New Jersey courts with venue in 
Cape May County, New Jersey.

 24. Consent to Rules and Failure to Abide by the Rules: Submission of your 
entry into the Tournament constitutes your acceptance of the Rules and your 
agreement to abide by the Rules. Failure to abide by the Rules shall constitute 
disqualification.

 25. Consent to use Photo: Participants consent to South Jersey Tournaments’ use 
their photos and any likeness in future publication or commercial use.

THE MIDATLANTIC CUP
JULY 4, 2022

Tournament Rules



Brielle Yacht Club

201 Union Ln

Brielle, NJ, US, 08730

732-899-9666

South Jersey Yacht Sales & Service Center

680 Bay Ave

Somers Point, NJ, US, 08244

609-927-1175

Arnold's Yacht Basin

1668 Beaver Dam Road

Pt. Pleasant, NJ, US, 08742

732-899-9666

Canyon Club Resort Marina

900 Ocean Drive

Cape May, NJ, US, 08204

609-884-1600

WHEN YOU’RE SERIOUS
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Dear Boat Owner,

I am pleased to personally invite you to the 5th Annual South Jersey Yacht Sales Off-
shore Showdown, July 6th thru the 9th. Please join us for a few days of fishing, fun and 
camaraderie among other Viking, Ocean, Cabo, Albemarle, Jupiter, Invincible, Valhalla, 
Yellowfin and customers of South Jersey Yacht Sales.

The 2022 the captains meeting will kick off at the Cape May Brewery.  All families 
and crew are invited to join the fun. We will have pool-side dining after Friday’s fish day, 
Lay Day events that are fun for the entire family, and the awards banquet at The Grand 
Hotel in downtown Cape May. All transportation to and from The Showdown to the event 
venues in Cape May will be provided by the local Cape May trolley service. 

The Showdown is intended to be a relaxing time among boat owners, their family and 
friends. Building on 2021’s success, we know this year’s event will great!

Please take a moment to review the enclosed tournament brochure for details and we 
look forward to hearing back from you soon. 

Best wishes for a successful 2022 season!

George C. Robinson III
President,
South Jersey Yacht Sales

JULY 6-9, 2022

South Jersey Yacht Sales
Offshore Showdown

Get the
Tournament

App
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6
CAPTAINS MEETING

4:00 PM
Registration & Captains Meeting at

Cape May Brewing Company

THURSDAY, JULY 7
FISH DAY

8:00 AM – 3:30 PM | Lines In

5:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Weigh Ins, Catch Reports

& Dockside Cocktail Service

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Dockside Dining & Cocktails

at Canyon Club Resort Marina

FRIDAY, JULY 8
LAY DAY

12:00 PM – 2:00 PM
Dockside BBQ & Afternoon Events

SATURDAY, JULY 9
FISH DAY

8:00 AM – 3:30 PM | Lines In

5:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Weigh Ins, Catch Reports

& Dockside Cocktail Service

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Seated Dinner & Awards

at the Grand Hotel of Cape May

AWARDS

ANGLER AWARDS
Most Points Male Angler, 16 & Over
Most Points Lady Angler, 16 & Over

Most Points Junior Male Angler, 15 & Under
Most Points Junior Female Angler, 15 & Under

Most Points Angler Blue Marlin
Most Points Angler White Marlin

Heaviest Tuna
Heaviest Dolphin
Heaviest Wahoo

BOAT AWARDS
Most Points Overall 1st, 2nd, 3rd

Most Points White Marlin 1st, 2nd, 3rd
Most Points Blue Marlin 1st, 2nd, 3rd

Most Points Tuna 1st, 2nd, 3rd

TEAM AWARDS
(Top 5 Boats per team count towards points)
Viking, Ocean, Albemarle, Jupiter, Yellowfin, 

Invincible & Custom division

Top Points per Team
Individual MVPs within each team will be awarded

POINTS FOR SCORING
White Marlin – 100 Points per Release
Blue Marlin – 300 Points per Release

Tuna – The five heaviest Tuna per boat per day
earn 1 point per pound, 35lb minimum

Eligible Tuna: Yellowfin, Bigeye, True Albacore

ENTRY FEE · $1,500
Early Entry Before June 15th · $1,100

JULY 6-9, 2022

South Jersey Yacht Sales
Offshore Showdown
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Times & Boundaries
  1. All boats must sail from and return to Cape May Inlet.
 2. Boats are not permitted to clear the Sea Buoy prior to 4:30 AM.
 3. Fishing begins at 8:00 AM. No lines or bait of any kind may be put into the water until starting time.
 4. Fishing ends at 3:30 PM on each scheduled fishing day. Any fish hooked prior to the deadline may be played until boated or released, 

provided that said fish is announced hooked on the tournament channel before the deadline.
 5. Boundaries for the tournament will be 100 nautical miles from the Cape May Sea Buoy.
 6.  Weigh-in begins at 5:00 PM. All eligible fish must be available for weigh-in by 7:30 PM aboard the boat on which they were caught.

Angling & Fishing
 7. Participants shall comply with I.G.F.A. equipment and angling rules with the following exceptions: A) A fish may be hooked by some-

one other than the angler provided the rod is immediately transferred to the angler after hook-up. From that time on, the angler must 
fight the fish alone until boated or released; B) No Harpoons, dart gaffs, or greensticks; C) Live baiting is not permitted. The Tourna-
ment Direc¬tors retain sole authority for interpreting and implementing the I.G.F.A.’s rules.

 8. There is no limit on the number of lines or teasers.
 9. All billfish released are to be announced on the tournament channel at the time of the catch. Tuna boated over 50 lbs. should also be reported.
 10. This is a trolling tournament. While hook-ups accomplished with no headway are permissible if they occur at a time when baits settle 

while fighting another fish, the use of live bait or stopping and casting or pitching to tailing fish or fish balling bait is not permissible.
 11. For release purposes, a fish will be considered caught when the mate grabs the leader, or the swivel touches the rod tip.
 12. Fishing will be on each scheduled day unless cancelled by the weather committee by 6:30 AM.
 13. Anglers may not switch to another boat nor can anyone from another boat come aboard to assist in fighting or boating a fish.

Scoring & Prizes
 14. Only one day need be fished for the tournament to be considered official & prizes to be awarded.
 15. Fractional weights will be rounded to the nearest pound.
 16. For release points to count, boats must be dockside by the weigh-in deadline and submit a Daily Catch Report by 7:30 PM at the offi-

cial tournament weigh station.
 17. In the event of a tie, the winner shall be the first boat or team reaching the winning point accumulation.
 18. In order to be eligible for awards and prizes, fish must be caught in compliance with all tournament rules. Said rules include con-

for¬mance to state and federal size limits and possession of a current NMFS angling, general or charter/headboat category HMS 
permit.

 19. All fish eligible for cash prizes may be subject to examination by the Tournament Directors, consulting biologists and/or Torryme-
ter, should there be any question as to the “freshness” of the catch. It shall be the responsibility of the participant to keep all eligible 
catches in suitable and proper condition until weigh-in. In the event of any disputes arising from such examination, the decision of the 
Tourna¬ment Directors shall be final. Polygraph examination may be required of winning crews.

Administration
 20. The designated tournament VHF radio channels are 69 (Primary) and 71 (Alternate)
 21. The Tournament Directors and hosting facilities assume no liability or responsibility for any damage or loss.
 22. In the event of boat disability, contestants may transfer to another boat not entered in the tournament and may fish in the name of the 

original, with the prior approval of the Tournament Directors.
 23. Allegations of violations of any of the above rules may be submitted only by an official tournament registrant and must be submit-

ted in writing on the day of the alleged infraction. In the event of such an allegation, the tournament directors will have the sole and 
exclusive responsibility to investigate the alleged incident and to rule as to whether any violation materially aided the angler, crew, or 
vessel, or otherwise affected the outcome of the tournament. Any subsequent penalty will be solely at the discretion of the tournament 
directors and shall be final. In all cases, registrant and their crews agree to be bound by the ruling of the tournament directors.

TOURNAMENT RULES

JULY 6-9, 2022

South Jersey Yacht Sales
Offshore Showdown
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The MidAtlantic has continually set the standard for big game fishing tournaments in terms of prize money, 
hospitality, and conservation. Now in its 31st year the MidAtlantic has truly been a one-of-a-kind experience that 
continues to create memories to last a lifetime for all participants. Which is why each August, boat owners, cap-
tains and crews come together from all over the world to compete in this great event! The event is staged out of 
two world renowned ports; Cape May, NJ, where the Canyon Club Resort Marina is the home base of the tourna-
ment and Ocean City, MD, with Sunset Marina serving as the second port’s headquarters. Along with their prime 
locations, each port has first class accommodations and offers distinct amenities for participants to enjoy while 
dockside. Both locations have fully run weigh-ins simultaneously, which are broadcast via our livestream media 
to keep everyone informed as the excitement happens and the participants take center stage.

AUGUST 21-26, 2022

Sunday, August 21
1:00PM - 4:30PM • Late Registration, Calcutta Entries,

Welcome Cocktail Party
4:30PM • Captains’ Meeting

Cape May - Canyon Club Resort Marina
Ocean City, MD - Sunset Marina

Monday, August 22
8:00AM - 3:30PM • Available Fish Day

Tuesday, August 23
8:00AM - 3:30PM • Available Fish Day

Wednesday, August 24
8:00AM - 3:30PM • Available Fish Day

Thursday, August 25
8:00AM - 3:30PM • Available Fish Day

Friday, August 26
8:00AM - 3:30OPM • Available Fish Day

7:30PM • Dockside Dining,
Entertainment and Awards Ceremony

Weigh-In • 5:00PM - 9:00PM at Canyon Club Marina
and Sunset Marina on each Available Fish Day.

Tournament Entry Fee $3,000

Dockside dining and entertainment schedules will be provided in detail in participants Captains Packets
following the tournament’s Registration and Captains Meeting for each port’s hosting facility.

Open Registration begins February 1st 2022
Earlier entry guarantees an official boat number for the tournament

Schedule of Events

EXHIBITING SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Alexseal
Bridge Group Morgan Stanley

Bucket Brigade Brewery
Cambria USA / Maclaren

Canyon Club Marina

Christi Insurance
Garmin

Hank Sauce
High Noon Hard Seltzer

Huk

Humphree
Interlux / Awlgrip

J&T / MTU
Krazy Salts

Mack Boring / Scania

Mid Shore Electronics
Premier Yacht Management

Roffs
Slack Tide Brewery

South Jersey Marina

South Jersey Yacht Sales
Sunset Marina
United Rentals

Viking
Yamaha

The Billfish Foundation
Costa Marine Canvas

Everglades Boats
Henriques Yachts

Jersey Cape Yachts
Lucky Bones Restaurant

Outrigger Yacht Products
RFA

Sea Gear Outfitters
Sturdy Savings Bank

PREMIER SPONSORS PREMIER ENGINE SPONSORS

Sponsors

Interested in becoming a sponsor? Contact us at (609) 884-0177 or Tournaments@SouthJerseyMarina.com

PRIMARY HOST MARINAS

Get the
Tournament

App
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On the Board Reward
$2,000 Entry Fee

This Calcutta pays out each time you have a fish on the scoreboard in the following categories at the official close of each day’s weigh-in:
Heaviest White Marlin, 2nd and 3rd • Heaviest Blue Marlin, 2nd and 3rd • Heaviest Tuna, 2nd and 3rd

The total purse will be divided by 5 (5 days). Each day’s purse will be split evenly among those winning for that day. If there are no winners for a particular day, the un-won prize money will be split evenly among the purses of the remain-
ing days. In the event that there are no winners on the last day (Friday), the unwon prize money will be evenly split among the previous 4 days’ winners. If there are no winners for the entire week, the money will be refunded. Example: Let’s 
say the total purse for the On the Board Reward is $200,000. That figure would be divided by 5 (5 days) giving each day a purse of $40,000. Those who are in this Calcutta and remain on the board at the end of each day’s weigh-in will 
evenly split the purse for that day. If there is only one winner, they would take the entire $40,000. Two winners would get $20,000 each and so on.

Tuna, Dolphin and Wahoo Calcutta
$2,500 Entry Fee

Heaviest Tuna - 25%
2nd Heaviest Tuna - 15%
3rd Heaviest Tuna - 10%

Heaviest Dolphin - 13%
2nd Heaviest Dolphin - 8%
3rd Heaviest Dolphin - 4%

Heaviest Wahoo - 13%
2nd Heaviest Wahoo - 8%
3rd Heaviest Wahoo - 4%

In the Event that:
1 Less than three qualifying fish are taken in any category, the unwon prize money will be proportionately divided among the winners in that category.
2 No qualifying fish is taken in any category, the unwon prize money will be equally divided among the winners of the other categories.

The Pro Jackpots
Heaviest fish in each category takes all!

White Marlin Pro Jackpot
$5,000 Entry Fee

Blue Marlin Pro Jackpot
$3,000 Entry Fee

Tuna Pro Jackpot
$3,000 Entry Fee

In the Event: No qualifying fish is taken in a Pro Jackpot Calcutta, the unwon prize money will be rolled over and added to the prize money for that Calcutta in the following year.  To compete for the following year’s prize, teams will be 
required to pay to reenter the Calcutta.

50’ and Under Overall Calcutta: $2,000 Entry Fee
Think the bigger boats have an advantage?

To enter the 50’ and Under Calcutta, boats must be 50’ or less in length according to the given boat’s model name.
IE: A Viking 50 Convertible will be considered a 50’ boat even though its LOA is 50’ 6”.

Home Port
Overall Calcutta
$4,000 Entry Fee

MidAtlantic
Overall Calcutta
$3,000 Entry Fee

In Deep Overall Calcutta
$6,000 Entry Fee

Each of the above four Overall Calcuttas will be shared as follows:
Heaviest White Marlin = 20% | 2nd = 10% | 3rd = 5%
Heaviest Blue Marlin = 15% | 2nd = 10% | 3rd = 5%

Heaviest Tuna = 15% | 2nd = 10% | 3rd = 5%
Heaviest Wahoo - 2.5%   •   Heaviest Dolphin - 2.5%

In the Event that: (pertains to the four Overall Calcuttas)
1 Less than three qualifying fish are taken in any category, the unwon prize money will be proportionately divided 

among the winners in that category.
2 No qualifying white marlin is taken, the unwon prize money will be equally divided among the winners of the blue 

marlin category.
3 No qualifying blue marlin is taken, the unwon prize money will be equally divided among the winners in the white 

marlin category.

4 No qualifying white or blue marlin is taken, the unwon prize money will be equally divided among the winners in 
the tuna category.

5 No qualifying tuna is taken, the unwon prize money will be equally divided among the winners in the marlin categories. 
6 No qualifying billfish or tuna is taken, the unwon prize money will be equally divided among the Dolphin and 

Wahoo categories.
7 No Dolphin is taken the unwon prize money will be go to the Heaviest Wahoo and vice versa.
8 No Dolphin or Wahoo are taken, the unwon prize money will be divided among the tuna categories.

Overall Calcuttas

Billfish Points Calcutta
$1,000 Entry Fee (For Billfish Points only) Port specific

Most Points Billfish = 50%  2nd = 30% | 3rd = 20%In the Event:
1 Of a tie, the winner shall be the boat first reaching the winning point accumulation in that port.
2 That a category is not won, the unwon prize money will be equally divided among the other winners in that port.

$31,000 Entry Fee
Heaviest White Marlin = 32% | 2nd = 18%
Heaviest Blue Marlin = 32% | 2nd = 18%

THE 31st ANNUAL MEGA MARLIN CALCUTTA

In the Event that:
1 Less than two qualifying fish are taken in any category, the unwon prize money will be proportionally divided among the winners in that category.
2 No qualifying fish is taken in any category, the unwon prize money will be equally divided among the winners of the other categories.
3 No qualifying fish are caught, the unwon prize money will be refunded.

Benefitting
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Limited Slip Availability for 2022 - Call Now

Take a walk along the docks... and become part of our fishing family.

After one walk along Canyon Club’s docks during a summer’s evening, you’ll be sure to see 
that we’re much more than just another marina in Southern New Jersey. Canyon Club Resort 
Marina is home to the best Sportfishermen, captains and mates along the eastern seaboard.

Boat after boat is busy rigging baits, spooling reels, filling ice and fueling boats...
Getting ready for the next day’s offshore adventure.

Dock parties and shared fishing tales create a melting pot of knowledge among crews
and foster camaraderie at sea. We welcome you to visit us at Canyon Club. 

Y O U  S H O U L D  T O O !
call Canyon Club Home...IN THE WORLD

THE FINESTSportfishermen
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TIMES & BOUNDARIES
 1. Each registrant must designate their 

choice of Official Inlets; Cape May, NJ or 
Ocean City, MD. Boats must sail from and 
return to their designated inlet. All boats 
must return to their designated port for 
weigh-in. Entries per port may be limited. 
Canyon Club Resort Marina is the official 
weigh-in location for Cape May, NJ. Sunset 
Marina is the official weigh-in location for 
Ocean City, MD.

 2. Boats are not permitted to clear the sea buoy 
at their designated inlet prior to 3:00 AM.

 3. Fishing begins at 8:00 AM. No lines or bait 
of any kind may be put into the water until 
starting time.

 4. Fishing ends at 3:30 PM on each 
scheduled fishing day. Any fish hooked 
prior to the deadline may be played until 
boated or released, provided that said fish 
is announced hooked on the tournament 
channel before the deadline.

 5. Boundaries for the tournament will be 125 
nautical miles from the Cape May Sea Buoy.

 6. Weigh-in begins at 5:00 PM. All eligible 
fish must be available for weigh-in by 9:00 
PM aboard the boat on which they were 
caught.

 7. Each boat must pick two NON-FISHING 
DAYS by submitting the official Lay Day 
Form prior to 11:00 AM on the days select-
ed. Said forms must be physically delivered 
to the dockmaster’s office at one of the 
Host Marinas. Boats must be dockside at 
11:00AM on Lay Days. Boats may not fish 
on lay days unless all of their available fish 
days have been used. Boats with mechani-
cal problems or other emergencies may use 
lay days to arrive late to the tournament so 
long as it is with the advance permission of 
the Tournament Directors and they conform 
with all other rules.

ANGLING/FISHING
 8. Participants shall comply with I.G.F.A. 

equipment and angling rules with the 
following exceptions: A) A fish may be 
hooked by someone other than the angler 
provided the rod is immediately transferred 
to the angler after hook-up. From that time 
on, the angler must fight the fish alone 
until boated or released; B) No harpoons, 
dart gaffs of greensticks. C) Live baiting is 
not permitted. The Tournament Directors 
retain sole authority for interpreting and 
implementing the I.G.F.A.’s rules.

 9. There is no limit on the number of lines or 
teasers.

 10. All billfish boated or released are to be 
announced on the tournament channel at 
the time of the catch. Tuna over 100 lbs. 
should also be reported.

 11. This is a trolling tournament. While hook-
ups accomplished with no headway are 
permissible if they occur at a time when 
baits settle while fighting another fish, the 
use of live bait or stopping and casting or 
pitching to tailing fish or fish balling bait is 
not permissible. Live baiting shall include 
live teasering and fishing for bait during 
the tournament. The use of Chub Mackerel 
or Atlantic Mackerel is prohibited.

 12. For release purposes, a fish will be 
considered caught when the mate grabs 
the leader or the swivel touches the tip of 
the rod.

 13. There are 5 available fishing days for the 
tournament. Fishing days for boats entered 
will be any 3 of the available 5 days, 
captains’ choice; no weather committee. 
The crew members of each individual boat 
will be solely responsible for the decision 
as to which days to fish.

 14. Anglers may not switch to another boat nor 
can anyone from another boat come aboard 
to assist in fighting or boating a fish.

SCORING/PRIZES
 15. Only one day need be fished for the tour-

nament to be considered official & prizes 
to be awarded.

 16. Weights will be rounded to the nearest 
pound. Billfish are measured curved from 
the tip of the lower jaw to the fork of the tail.

 17. For release points to count, boats must 
be dockside by the weigh-in deadline and 
submit a Daily Catch report by 9:00 PM 
at the weigh station of one of the host 
marinas. Any catch report received after 
the deadline will lose 1/2 of its total value.

 18. In the event of a tie in the point categories, 
the winner shall be the first boat reaching 
the winning point accumulation.

 19. In the event of a tie in the cash prize 
categories, the prize money will be equally 
divided among those tying.

 20. For the purpose of release points identi-
fication only, sailfish & longbill spearfish 
will be considered white marlin. For all 
purposes of identification, Roundscale 
Spearfish will be considered white marlin.

 21. In order to be eligible for awards and 
calcuttas, fish must be caught in compli-
ance with all tournament rules. Said rules 
include conformance to state and federal 
size limits and possession of a current 
NMFS angling, general or charter/headboat 
category HMS permit.

 22. All fish eligible for cash prizes may be 
subject to examination by the Tournament 
Directors, consulting biologists and/or 
Torrymeter, should there be any question 
as to the “freshness” or natural state of the 
catch. It shall be the responsibility of the 
participant to keep all eligible catches in 
suitable and proper condition until weigh-
in. In the event of any disputes arising 
from such examination, the decision of 
the Tournament Directors shall be final. 
Polygraph examination may be required of 
winning crews.

ADMINISTRATION
 23. The designated tournament VHF radio 

channels are 69 (Primary) and 71 (Alter-
nate)

 24. Registration is by boat rather than by 
angler. The Tournament Directors reserve 
the right to decline the entry of any boat or 
crew.

 25. The Tournament Directors and hosting fa-
cilities assume no liability or responsibility 
for any damage or loss.

 26. In the event of boat disability, contestants 
may transfer to another boat not entered in 
the tournament and may fish in the name 
of the original, with prior approval of the 
Tournament Directors.

 27. Allegations of violations of any of the above 
rules may be submitted only by an official 
tournament registrant and must be sub-
mitted in writing on the day of the alleged 
infraction. In the event of such an allega-
tion, the tournament directors will have 
the sole and exclusive responsibility to 
investigate the alleged incident and to rule 
as to whether any violation materially aided 
the angler, crew, or vessel, or otherwise 
affected the outcome of the tournament. 
Any subsequent penalty will be solely at 
the discretion of the tournament directors 
and shall be final. In all cases, registrant 
and their crews agree to be bound by the 
ruling of the tournament directors.

Tournament Rules

QUALIFYING FISH
The minimum measurements for qualifying fish in

The MidAtlantic are as follows:

Dolphin & Wahoo - 20 Pounds
Tuna - 50 Pounds

Eligible species in the tuna category are 
Yellowfin (Allison), Big Eye, and Albacore (Longfin).

White Marlin - 69 Inches AND 65 Pounds
Blue Marlin - 102 Inches AND 400 Pounds

Billfish are measured curved from the tip of the lower jaw to the fork of the tail.

Fish which do not meet the tournament minimums will not be eligible 
for prizes, regardless of weight. It is the responsibility of the angler to 
be aware of current Federal and/or State regulations regarding the 
catching and/or boating of the various species of fish eligible in this 
tournament. Under no circumstances may a fish not meeting the Fed-
eral and/or State minimum size limits, regardless of weight, be boated 
and/or brought back to the dock. South Jersey Tournaments will not be 
responsible for any fine or penalty incurred by any angler who boats a 
fish which does not meet the Federal and/or State size limit require-
ments or other restrictions.

HIGH BOAT AWARDS
Custom trophies will be awarded

to the winners of the following categories:

Most Points Overall
(Both Marlin & Tuna Points Qualify)

1st | 2nd | 3rd Most Points White Marlin
1st | 2nd | 3rd Most Points Blue Marlin

1st | 2nd | 3rd Most Points Tuna

POINT SCORING SYSTEM
Awarded to qualifying fish as follows:

White Marlin
75 points per release | 1 point per pound weighed

Blue Marlin
150 points per release | 1/4 point per pound weighed

Tuna
1/2 point per pound weighed
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Broken Record - 2021 MidAtlantic Recap

Day Five got off to a wet start as offshore 
conditions saw crews dodging rain squalls 
and showers for most of the day. On the fi-
nal day of the tournament 176 boats had Day 
Five available to fish and while some of the 
categories may have seemed out of reach, 
there is always that chance because it only 
takes one bite! Going into the final day of 
competition the white marlin and tuna cat-
egories each had respectable fish in the top 
two places on the leaderboard. Everyone 
knew the white marlin of 82 and 80 pounds 
and the tuna of 235 and 227 pounds would be 
tough to beat but not out of the question. The 

blue marlin category was an entirely differ-
ent story as the then-tournament record 958 
pounder weighed by Rocky Hardison of Beau-
fort, North Carolina aboard his Wolverine on 
Day Three had many thinking Hardison and 
his crew could take the rest of the week off 
and try their luck in a casino or horse track. 
But then again, this was Day Five at the MidAt-
lantic, Moving Day as it has become known 
to way too many, where dreams are realized 
and shattered by the tip of the scale!

The weigh-in session on Day Five got off 
to an early start and caused quite a stir as 
Jon Duffie’s Billfisher of Ocean City, Mary-
land was already waiting at the scale at 5 
p.m. when the evening’s weigh-in got un-
derway. A huge crowd had already gathered 
as word of a big blue marlin in the cockpit of 
Billfisher had spread earlier in the day. Duf-
fie himself was tight-lipped about how big 
the blue marlin actually was; however, few 
were prepared for what they saw stretched 
out aboard the Billfisher. When asked about 
the battle, angler Billy Gurlach recalled he’d 
fought the big blue marlin for 3½ hours on 
an 80-pound outfit while Duffie noted they 
had the leader in hand and the fish close but 
slightly out of reach over two dozen times 
before they could sink the gaff. At the scale, 
the tail of the marlin hung through the tran-
som door of Billfisher while the crew waited 
for the fish to be weighed. After much dis-
cussion by the crew of Billfisher and tourna-
ment staff it was agreed that a skiff would be 
utilized to pull the huge marlin out through 
the transom door in order to raise her to the 
scale. Once on the dock Weighmaster Frank 
Ingram, assisted by other tournament staff, 
stretched the measuring tape and noted 
the length of the marlin at 136½”, and while 
only 1½” longer than the 958-pounder caught 

aboard Wolverine, the girth measured 80” 
which had many in the crowd speculating 
this one may be a grander. Eight dock atten-
dants struggled to lift the marlin to the scale 
where Ingram was finally able to slip the tail 
rope onto the scale’s hook. Several adjust-
ments were made to be certain the fish was 
hanging freely and after allowing the fish to 
settle on the scale its weight of 1135 pounds 
was announced to the crowd! At 1135 pounds 
the big blue marlin was not only a new tour-
nament record and has since been verified 
and approved as the new Maryland state 
record breaking the previous record of 1,062 
set in 2009 by Robert Ferris.

The record-setting blue marlin would go 
on to win the blue marlin category for Bill-
fisher and was good for a cash payout of 
$1,167,762! Rocky Hardison of Beaufort, North 
Carolina finished in second place aboard 

Celebrating 30 years of competition, opportunity, and camaraderie, the 2021 Mid Atlantic saw 
a record field of 203 boats gather in Cape May, New Jersey and Ocean City, Maryland and battle 
out for a record total cash purse of $5,929,050! Those who have been around the event are 
familiar with the storied history of final day shake-ups, highs and lows that typically take place 
during tournament as last minute changes to the standings have become the norm. Fortunes 
are often won and lost and crews who think they’re in a safe position on the leaderboard often 
have a sleepless night before Day Five as last-minute weigh-ins can cause a lot of uneasiness as 
the tournament comes to a close. However, the final day of the 2021 Mid Atlantic will be relived 
for a long time as a major category in the event saw its tournament record broken for the sec-
ond time in just two days!

...when a new, tournament-record, 958 pound Blue Marlin just wasnt enough!

Rocky Hardison’s Wolverine weighed the 
first blue marlin over 900 pounds in the 
 MidAtlantic’s 30 year history. His then-tour-
nament record 958-pounder finished in 
second place and won the crew $198,716.

On Day Five the crew of Jonathon Duffie’s 
Billfisher had plenty to smile about as 
their 1135-pound blue marlin set not only a 
MidAtlantic tournament record but has also 
since qualified as a Maryland state record as 
well. In addition, the crew walked off with a 
tournament record payout of $1,167,762!

see Recap on pg 33
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Wolverine with the 958-pounder he caught on Day Three and won 
$198,716 while the late Larry Hesse’s Goin’ in Deep from Manasquan, 
New Jersey finished in third place and their 681-pounder caught 
on Day One was worth $412,237. It’s important to note prize money 
awarded in all categories at the MidAtlantic varies by the level of nu-
merous tournament sanctioned calcuttas the participant enters.

The white marlin category didn’t have the last-minute drama of 
the blue marlin and the standings remained 
unchanged after Day Five. Anthony Martina’s 
Sea Wolf out of Middletown, Delaware won the 
heaviest prize for the category and received 
$1,017,127 for his 82-pounder weighed on Day 
Two. Art Boykin’s Berlin, Maryland-based Lucky 
Duck II took second place honors with his 
80-pounder which he weighed on Day One and 
received $162,604. Andrew Dotterweich of Jupi-
ter, Florida wheeled the Fish On to a third-place 
win and received $680,387 for his 75-pounder.

The tuna division was hotly contested 
during the tournament and two dozen big eyes 
weighed as well as dozens of yellowfins includ-
ing one of the largest yellowfins weighed in the 
history of the tournament, a 172-pounder an-
gler Nicole Scotti landed aboard Gina Addeo’s 
Gina Lisa from Staten Island, New York. How-
ever, the big eyes took all the big money in the 
category lead by Chip Caruso from Colts Neck, 
New Jersey aboard his Pipe Dreamer that 
took the top two places with big eyes of 235 
and 227 pounds weighed on Day Three which 
were worth a total of $1,000,065! Summit, New 
Jersey’s Bob Hugin aboard his The Right Place 
finished in third place with a 188-pounder 

weighed on Day One and received $244,556.
The dolphin category saw a big change on 

Day Five and all three places were changed. as 
all three places changed led by Danny Veid’s 
Amarula Sun from Tarpon Springs, Florida 
who won the category and received $98,441 
for his 45-pounder. Second place went to Tin-
ton Falls, New Jersey’s Ken Hager aboard Tay-
lor Jean with a 36-pounder which netted him 
$36,707. Randy Gibbs’ Picasso Moon based in 
Houston, Texas finished in third place and won 
$16,826 for a 33-pounder.

In the wahoo division Tom Perry of Pas-
adena, Maryland aboard his Just One More 
weighed a 58-pounder on Day Five to take the 
top prize of $63,614 followed in second place 
by Amarula Sun with a 57-pounder that was 
good for $68,614. Kevin Moore’s Pasadena, 
Maryland-based Reel Moore finished in third 
place and received $3,055 for the 50-pounder 
he caught on Day Four.

Known for a variety of 11 calcuttas and a 
prize structure that’s designed for spreading 

the wealth to multiple winners, this year’s MidAtlantic saw record 
payouts for the heaviest white marlin and blue marlin as well as a 
combined record payout for the top two tuna as each received well 
over $1 million! In addition to the three $1 million payouts, six oth-
er participants received checks of $100,000 or more and five more 
received checks of $50,000 or more. Additionally, a record for tuna 
points was set by Bob Hugin’s The Right Place.

For the second consecutive year two large big eye tuna aboard the same boat scored a big pay-
day. Chip Caruso’s Pipe Dreamer nabbed a check totaling $1,000,065 after weighing big eyes of 
235 and 227 pounds on Day Three to take first and second in the category.

Anthony Martina’s Sea Wolf earned a tournament record payout of $1,017,127 for his 82-pound 
white marlin weighed on Day Two.

see Recap on pg 35
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South Jersey Marina
1231 Route 109 | Cape May, NJ 08204 | (609) 884-2400 | www.SouthJerseyMarina.com

It doesn’t matter if you’re stopping for fuel, laying overnight during your coastal transit, or 
taking a few days for some R & R, we’ll accommodate you with concierge-like service while 

at our facility. Once you’re here, you’ll truly understand why!

With a fully stocked ship’s store, an extensive selection of men & women’s clothing and accessories, and 
our Saltwater Café with dockside seating, we’ll be certain to have all your needs right onsite. We also have 
complimentary shuttle services to get you into the historic city of Cape May. In town you will find everything 
from fine dining, seaside shopping, to some of the best beaches New Jersey has to offer!

Photo courtesy of motor yacht Vivere

Cape May’s Most Convenient Transient Facility

SOUTH JERSEY MARINA
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CASH PRIZE WINNERS
* As noted above, cash payout differences vary by level of calcutta participation.

WHITE MARLIN
82 lbs. | SEA WOLF | Anthony Martina | Middletown, DE | $1,017,127

80 lbs. | LUCKY DUCK II | Art Boykin | Berlin, MD | $162,604
75 lbs. | FISH ON | Andrew Dotterweich | Jupiter, FL | $680,387

69 lbs. | C BOYS | Luke Blume | Berlin, MD | $48,598
68 lbs. | ROSHAMBO | Nick Shriver | Leonardtown, MD | $292,152

68 lbs. | LUNATICO ON EFFE MAE | Lance Converse 
West Palm Beach, FL | $7,896

TUNA
235 lbs. | PIPE DREAMER | Chip Caruso | Colts Neck, NJ | $738,252
227 lbs. | PIPE DREAMER | Chip Caruso | Colts Neck, NJ | $261,813
188 lbs. | THE RIGHT PLACE | Bob Hugin | Summit, NJ | $244,556

185 lbs. | SLIM SHADY | John Arceri | Mineola, NY | $98,104
184 lbs. | ENDORFIN | Jere Murdoch | Howell, NJ | $79,398

182 lbs. | WARDEN PASS | Val Fichera | Cape May, NJ | $8,883
182 lbs. | INTERNAL FIXATION | Marshall Allegra | Rumson, NJ | $6,110

179 lbs. | TAYLOR JEAN | Ken Hager | Tinton Falls, NJ | $34,639
175 lbs. | THE RIGHT PLACE | Bob Hugin | Summit NJ | $7,896

BLUE MARLIN
1135 lbs. | BILLFISHER | Jon Duffie | Ocean City, MD | $1,167,762
958 lbs. | WOLVERINE | Rocky Hardison | Beaufort, NC | $198,716

681 lbs. | GOIN’ IN DEEP | Larry Hesse | Manasquan, NJ | $412,237
487 lbs. | REEL TIGHT | Steven Pilipauskis | Riva, MD | $32,571
472 lbs. | THE ZIPPER | Eddie Zajdel | Ocean City, MD | $36,660

DOLPHIN
45 lbs. | AMARULA SUN | Danny Veid | Tarpon Springs, FL | $98,441

36 lbs. | TAYLOR JEAN | Ken Hager | Tinton Falls, NJ | $36,707
33 lbs. | PICASSO MOON | Randy Gibbs | Houston, TX | $16,826

26 lbs. | RISKY BUSINESS | Daniel McCarthy | Avalon, NJ | $6,298

WAHOO
58 lbs. | JUST ONE MORE | Tom Perry | Pasadena, MD | $63,614

57 lbs. | AMARULA SUN | Danny Veid | Tarpon Springs, FL | $68,479
50 lbs. | REEL MOORE | Kevin Moore | Pasadena, MD | $3,055

32 lbs. | MACK 900 | Patrick McGovern | Somerset, NJ | $23,124

HUK BILLFISH POINTS CALCUTTA | CAPE MAY
Most Points | 1575 | VIKING 80 | Pat Healey | New Gretna, NJ | $12,220

2nd Most Points | 1050 | KRAZY SALTS | Dave Anderson | West Palm Beach, FL | $7,332
3rd Most Points | 1050 | CANYON LADY | Jamie Diller | Stone Harbor, NJ | $4,888

 * Point ties broken based on time of catch

ATLANTIC TACKLE BILLFISH POINTS CALCUTTA | OCEAN CITY
Most Points | 1275 | MAX BET | Matt Weber | Vero Beach, FL | $25,850

2nd Most Points | 1275 | BLOOD MONEY | William Keller | Brielle, NJ | $15,510
3rd Most Points | 1200 | BIG STICK | David Bowen | Suwanee, GA | $10,340

* Point ties broken based on time of catch

POINT WINNERS (TROPHIES)
1st MP White | 1575 | VIKING 80 | Pat Healey | New Gretna, NJ
2nd MP White | 1200 | BIG STICK | David Bowen | Suwanee, GA

3rd MP White | 1125 | BLOOD MONEY | William Keller | Brielle, NJ
1st MP Blue | 450 | ROLL GROOVE | Darren Helwig | Owings, MD
2nd MP Blue | 418 | THE ZIPPER | Eddie Zajdel | Ocean City, MD

3rd MP Blue | 389.5 | WOLVERINE | Rocky Hardison | Beaufort, NC

1st MP Tuna | 626 | THE RIGHT PLACE | Bob Hugin | Summit, NJ
2nd MP Tuna | 231 | PIPE DREAMER | Chip Caruso | Colts Neck, NJ

3rd MP Tuna | 122.5 | INTERNAL FIXATION | Marshall Allegra 
Rumson, NJ

1st MP Overall | 1575 | VIKING 80 | Pat Healey | New Gretna, NJ

CATCH REPORT
White Marlin Released | 475
White Marlin Weighed | 16

Blue Marlin Released | 43
Blue Marlin Weighed | 9

Tuna Weighed | 83
Dolphin Weighed | 42

Wahoo Weighed | 7

For further information contact Tournament Director Aaron Hoffman at 609-884-0177. Be sure to check 
out the South Jersey Tournaments App which is available free for IOS or Android devices from the Apple 
App and Google Play stores. Be sure to visit the tournament’s official web site at www.themidatlantic.
com where you’ll find all the facts, figures and information about the 2022 MidAtlantic tournament 
including a tournament schedule, calcutta information, tournament rules and other details. On social 
media follow the MidAtlantic on Facebook at The MidAtlantic Tournament; on Twitter; @midatl and on 
Instagram; @themidatlantictournament.

from Recap on pg 33
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The following angling rules have been formulated by The International Game Fish Association to promote ethical and sporting 
angling practices, to establish uniform regulations for the compilation of world game fish records, and to provide basic angling 
guidelines for use in fishing tournaments and any other group angling activities.

The word "angling" is defined as catching or attempting to catch fish with a rod, reel, line, and hook as outlined in the IGFA Interna-
tional Angling Rules. There are some aspects of angling that cannot be controlled through rule making, however. Angling regulations 
cannot insure an outstanding performance from each fish, and world records cannot indicate the amount of difficulty in catching the 
fish. Captures in which the fish has not fought or has not had a chance to fight do not reflect credit on the fisherman, and only the 
angler can properly evaluate the degree of achievement in establishing the record.

Only fish caught in accordance with IGFA International Angling Rules, and within the intent of these rules, will be considered for 
world records. Following are the rules for freshwater and saltwater fishing and a separate set of rules for All-Tackle Length and fly 
fishing. Fish caught in violation of laws or regulations governing the species or waters are not eligible for an IGFA World Record.

RULES FOR FISHING IN FRESH AND SALT WATER

Equipment Regulations

A. LINE & BACKING
1. Monofilament, multifilament, and lead core multifilament lines 

may be used. For line classes, see World Record Requirements.
2. Wire lines are prohibited.
3. Backing is permitted.
4. The catch shall be classified under the breaking strength of the 

first 5 meters (16.5 feet) of line directly preceding the double 
line, leader, or hook. This section must be comprised of a single, 
homogenous piece of line and may not exceed 60 kilogram (130 
pound) line class.

B. DOUBLE LINE
If a double line is used, it must meet the following specifications:

1. A double line must consist of the actual line used to catch the fish.
2. Double lines are measured from the start of the knot, braid, roll or 

splice making the double line to the farthermost end of the knot, 
splice, snap, swivel or other device used for securing the trace, 
leader, lure or hook to the double line.

Saltwater species: In all line classes up to and including 10 kilo-
grams (20 pounds), the double line shall be limited to 4.57 meters 
(15 feet). The combined length of the double line and leader shall 
not exceed 6.1 meters (20 feet).

The double line on all classes of tackle over 10 kilograms (20 
pounds) shall be limited to 9.14 meters (30 feet). The combined length 
of the double line and leader shall not exceed 12.19 meters (40 feet).

Freshwater species: The double line on all classes of tackle shall 
not exceed 1.82 meters (6 feet). The combined length of the dou-
ble line and the leader shall not exceed 3.04 meters (10 feet).

C. LEADER
If a leader is used, it must meet the following specifications:
The length of the leader is the overall length including any 

lure, hook arrangement or other device, and is measured to the 
bend of the last hook. The leader must be connected to the line 
with a snap, knot, splice, swivel or other device. Holding devices 
are prohibited. There are no regulations regarding the material or 
strength of the leader.

Saltwater species: In all line classes up to and including 10 kilo-
grams (20 pounds), the leader shall be limited to 4.57 meters (15 
feet). The combined length of the double line and leader shall not 
exceed 6.1 meters (20 feet).

The leader on all classes of tackle over 10 kilograms (20 pounds) 
shall be limited to 9.14 meters (30 feet). The combined length of 
the double line and leader shall be limited to 12.19 meters (40 feet).

Freshwater species: The leader on all classes of tackle shall be 
limited to 1.82 meters (6 feet). The combined length of the double 
line and leader shall not exceed 3.04 meters (10 feet).

D. ROD
1. Rods must comply with sporting ethics and customs. Considerable 

latitude is allowed in the choice of a rod, but rods giving the angler 
an unfair advantage will be disqualified. This rule is intended to 
eliminate the use of unconventional rods.

2. The rod tip must be a minimum of 101.6 centimeters (40 inches) in 
length. The rod butt cannot exceed 68.58 centimeters (27 inches) 
in length. These measurements must be made from a point direct-
ly beneath the center of the reel. A curved butt is measured in a 
straight line. When the rod butt is placed in a gimbal, the measure-
ment from the center of the reel seat to the pivot point of the gim-
bal can be no more than 68.58 centimeters (27 inches). (The above 
measurements do not apply to surfcasting rods.)

2022 IGFA Rules

see IGFA on pg 39
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E. REEL
1. Reels must comply with sporting ethics and customs.
2. Power- driven reels are acceptable under the following situation 

and configuration.
a) Reels that have power accessories (e.g., electric drill attach-

ments, motors or other power accessories specifically de-
signed for a reel) that can be physically removed from the reel 
may be used strictly for the purpose of retrieving a deployed 
bait or lure at depth all the way to the boat.

b) Power accessories may only be used to retrieve a bait or lure 
completely to the boat and are not permitted for adjusting 
the position of a bait or lure in the water column. Once a pow-
er accessory is attached to the reel, the bait or lure may no 
longer be legally used to catch a fish and the bait or lure must 
be retrieved all the way to the boat for manual redeployment 
before it may be legally used to hook or catch a fish. Power 
accessories may not be attached to the reel during the de-
ployment of a bait or lure.

c) Power accessories must be physically removed from the reel 
before the act of or hooking or fighting a fish. Any fish that 
strikes a bait or lure being fished with a reel with power acces-
sories still attached- whether or not under electric operation- 
will not be eligible for record consideration.

d) Electric reels that do not have removable electronic compo-
nents that allow them to be completely manually driven are 
prohibited.

3. Ratchet handle reels are prohibited.
4. Reels designed to be cranked with both hands at the same time 

are prohibited.

F. HOOKS AND BAIT FISHING
1. For live or dead bait fishing, no more than two single hooks may be 

used. Both must be firmly imbedded in or securely attached to the 
bait. The eyes of the hooks must be no less than a hook's length 
(the length of the largest hook used) apart and no more than 45.72 
centimeters (18 inches) apart. The only exception is that the point 
of one hook may be passed through the eye of the other hook. A 
hook may not precede bait, lure or bait/lure combo by more than 
one hook’s length.

2. The use of a dangling or swinging hook is prohibited. Double or 
treble hooks are prohibited.

3. A two hook rig for bottom fishing is acceptable if it consists of two 
single hooks on separate leaders or drops. Both hooks must be im-
bedded in the respective baits and separated sufficiently so that a 
fish caught on one hook cannot be foul hooked by the other.

4. A photograph or sketch of the hook arrangement must accompa-
ny all record applications made for fish caught on two-hook tackle.

G. HOOKS AND LURES
1. When using an artificial lure with a skirt or trailing material, no more 

than two single hooks may be attached to the line, leader, or trace. 
The hooks need not be attached separately. The eyes of the hooks 
must be no less than an overall hook's length (the overall length of 
the largest hook used) apart and no more than 30.48 centimeters 
(12 inches) apart. The only exception is that the point of one hook 
may be passed through the eye of the other hook. The trailing hook 
may not extend more than a hook's length beyond the skirt of the 

lure. A hook may not precede bait, lure or bait/lure combo by more 
than one hook’s length. A photograph or sketch showing the hook 
arrangement must accompany a record application.

2. Gang hooks are permitted when attached to plugs and other ar-
tificial lures that are specifically designed for this use. Gang hooks 
must be free swinging and shall be limited to a maximum of three 
hooks (single, double, or treble, or a combination of any three). It 
is permissible to imbed or securely attach a gang hook to a lure 
provided that the hook becomes free swinging once the fish takes 
the lure. Gang hooks may not be used with live or dead baits. A 
photograph or sketch of the plug or lure should be submitted with 
record applications.

3. Assist hooks or other such single hooks that are attached to a lure 
with a lead constructed of monofilament, multifilament, wire or 
other such material must conform to the following: When using 
assist hooks on any artificial lure, other than a skirted lure, the lead 
cannot be more than 1 ½ hook’s length and the bend of the hook 
may not be more than 10.1 centimeters (4 inches), whichever is 
less, from the closest point of attachment on the lure. Double and 
treble hooks may not be used as assist hooks.

4. Only one lure containing hooks may be used at a time.

H. OTHER EQUIPMENT
1. Fighting chairs may not have any mechanically propelled devices 

that aid the angler in fighting a fish.
2. Gimbals must be free swinging, which includes gimbals that swing 

in a vertical plane only. Any gimbal that allows the angler to reduce 
strain or to rest while fighting the fish is prohibited.

3. Gaffs (including flying gaffs) and nets used to boat or land a fish 
must not exceed 2.44 meters (8 feet) in overall length. In using a 
flying or detachable gaff, the rope may not exceed 9.14 meters (30 
feet). The gaff rope must be measured from the point where it is se-
cured to the detachable head to the other end. Only the effective 
length will be considered. If a fixed head gaff is used, the same lim-
itations shall apply and the gaff rope shall be measured from the 
same location on the gaff hook. Only a single hook is permitted on 
any gaff. Harpoons or lances are prohibited. Tail ropes are limited 
to 9.14 meters (30 feet). When fishing from a bridge, pier, or other 
high platform or structure, this length limitation does not apply.

4. Entangling devices, either with or without a hook, are prohibited 
and may not be used for any purpose including baiting, hooking, 
fighting, or landing the fish.

5. Outriggers, downriggers, spreader bars and kites are permitted 
to be used provided that the actual fishing line is attached to the 
snap or other release device, either directly or with some other 
material. The leader or double line may not be connected to the 
release mechanism either directly or with the use of a connecting 
device. Spreader bars are also acceptable when used strictly as a 
teaser.

6. Daisy chains, birds, floats and similar devices may only be used if 
they do not unfairly hamper or inhibit the normal swimming or 
fighting ability of the fish, thereby giving the angler or crew an 
unfair advantage in fighting, landing or boating the fish.

7. A safety line may be attached to the rod, reel or harness provided 
that it does not in any way assist the angler in fighting the fish.

see IGFA on pg 41

from IGFA on pg 37
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Angling Regulations
1. From the time that a fish strikes or takes a bait or lure, the angler 

must hook, fight, and land or boat the fish without the aid of any 
other person, except as provided in these regulations.

2. If a rod holder is used, once the fish is hooked, the angler must 
remove the rod from the rod holder as quickly as possible.

3. In the event of a multiple strike on separate lines being fished by a 
single angler, only the first fish fought by the angler will be consid-
ered for a world record.

4. If a double line is used, the intent of the regulations is that the fish 
will be fought on the single line most of the time that it takes to 
land the fish.

5. Use of a rod belt or waist gimbal is permitted.
6. When angling from a boat, once the leader is brought within the 

grasp of the mate, or the end of the leader is wound to the rod 
tip, more than one person is permitted to hold the leader. Anyone 
assisting a shore-bound or wading angler must be within a rods 
length of the angler before touching the leader or netting or gaff-
ing the fish.

7. One or more gaffers may be used in addition to persons holding 
the leader. The gaff handle must be in hand when the fish is gaffed.

8. The angling and equipment regulations shall apply until the fish is 
weighed.

The following acts will disqualify a catch:
1. Failure to comply with equipment or angling regulations.
2. The act of persons other than the angler in touching any part of 

the rod, reel, or line (including the double line) either bodily or 
with any device, from the time a fish strikes or takes the bait or lure, 
until the fish is either landed or released, or in giving any aid oth-
er than that allowed in the rules and regulations. If an obstacle to 
the passage of the line through the rod guides has to be removed 
from the line, then the obstacle (whether chum, rubber band, or 
other material) shall be held and cut free. Under no circumstances 
should the line be held or touched by anyone other than the an-
gler during this process.

3. Resting the rod in a rod holder, on the gunwale of the boat, or any 
other object while playing the fish.

4. Handlining or using a handline or rope attached in any manner to 
the angler's line or leader for the purpose of holding or lifting the 
fish.

5. Shooting, harpooning, or lancing any fish (including sharks and 
halibuts) at any stage of the catch.

6. Chumming with or using as bait the flesh, blood, skin, or any part 
of mammals other than hair or pork rind used in lures designed for 
trolling or casting.

7. Using a boat or device to beach or drive a fish into shallow water in 
order to deprive the fish of its normal ability to swim.

8. Changing the rod or reel while the fish is being played.
9. Splicing, removing, or adding to the line while the fish is being 

played.
10. Intentionally foul hooking a fish.
11. Catching a fish in a manner that the double line never leaves the 

rod tip.
12. Using a size or kind of bait that is illegal to possess.

13. Attaching the angler's line or leader to part of a boat or other ob-
ject for the purpose of holding or lifting the fish.

14. If a fish escapes before gaffing or netting and is recaptured by any 
method other than as outlined in the angling rules.

15. Holding or touching an angler in a manner that assists them in 
fighting the fish or takes pressure off of the angler. Touching or 
briefly holding the angler to prevent them from falling does not 
constitute a disqualification.

The following situations will disqualify a catch:
1. When a rod breaks (while the fish is being played) in a manner that 

reduces the length of the tip below minimum dimensions or se-
verely impairs its angling characteristics.

2. Mutilation to the fish, prior to landing or boating the catch, caused 
by sharks, other fish, mammals, or propellers that remove or pen-
etrate the flesh. Injuries caused by leader or line, scratches, old 
healed scars or regeneration deformities are not considered to be 
disqualifying injuries. Any mutilation on the fish must be shown in 
a photograph and fully explained in a report accompanying the 
record application.

3. When a fish is hooked or entangled on more than one line.
4. When a catch violates laws or regulations governing the species or 

the waters where it was caught.
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Marine Art Gallery

The artist who creates marine art is a special breed. They, like all of us, have 
found motivation and inspiration in the beauty of the pelagic species. How many 
times have you found yourself daydreaming about the colors of a pelagic and 
how the colors change and shift with the colors of the water, the angle of the sun, 
and the excitement level of the fish? Artists who focus on pelagics have the same 
daydream and the capability to transfer their vision onto their chosen medium 
and style of approach. The gallery in the following pages is representative of the 
approach of four outstanding artists, capturing the beauty and power of pelagics 
expressed in their individual manner.



At South Jersey Marina
Where the Bridge Meets Cape May

1231 Route 109

(609) 884-3907

SouthJerseyMarina.com

HUK
SALT LIFE
PELAGIC

AFTCO
HOOK AND TACKLE

TOURNAMENT
SHIRTSSHIRTS

GIFTS
MEN’S CLOTHING
WOMEN’S APPAREL
SUN GLASSES

COASTAL CLOTHING & GIFTS
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Dennis Friel

Dennis Friel’s artwork celebrates the coastal culture. 
His talents are a hybrid of design and fine art. Over the 
course of his storied career, he has pulled upon his mas-
tery of a range of mediums to shine through and solidify 
himself as a creative influencer in the marine industry, 
especially in his home state of Florida, which he calls 
the “mecca of marine art.”

Dennis is known for bringing game fish and underwa-
ter environments to life with vivid imagery that shows 
the constant flow of the ocean and the power of apex 
predators. He works across a wide variety of mediums 
but maintains a unique, fluid style with a soulful and in-
novative approach.

He pulls from his experiences on the water, travels 
and his Florida surroundings as his greatest influence, 
and art admirers and ocean lovers have embraced his 
approach.  Dennis has built a body of work that is sup-
ported by collectors and clientele from all corners of 
the globe. From Costa Rica to Hawaii, Africa to Dubai, 
Australia to the Mid Atlantic Coast — if it’s Connected By 
Water®, chances are you will find his artwork there.

As a true conservationist, he holds his support of our 
natural resources and fisheries unquestionably close to 
his heart. His charitable work for the Coastal Conserva-
tion Association (CCA), The Billfish Foundation (TBF) and 
the International Game Fish Association has been done 
with a great amount of purpose. He has used his cre-
ativity to help many charitable organizations with past 
efforts for the Boys and Girls Club, Surfers for Autism 
and Freedom Fighters Outdoors (FFO) being among his 
proudest pro-bono efforts to date.

Dennis Friel is an artist, fisherman, loving husband, 
and father of two children. Along with a dedicated staff, 
he operates a full-time art studio located along the in-
tracoastal waterway in Pompano Beach, Florida, which 
he’s labelled Connected By Water®. Servicing clients 
with custom artwork, apparel, boat wraps and accesso-
ry printing needs, they continue to build upon their line 
of branded apparel and private artwork collections.

Contact Info

www.ConnectedByWater.com
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Karl  Anderson     |      772-215-3108     |      andersonkarlh@gmail .com
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FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION AND ONLINE REGISTRATION GO TO

THEMIDATLANTIC.COM

Alexseal | Bridge Group Morgan Stanley | Bucket Brigade Brewery | Cambria USA / Maclaren | Canyon Club Marina | Christi Insurance | Garmin
Hank Sauce | High Noon Hard Seltzer | Huk | Humphree | Interlux / Awlgrip | Johnson &Towers | Krazy Salts | Mack Boring

Scania | Mid Shore Electronics | MTU | Premier Yacht Management | On The Rip Magazine | Roffs | Service Center at Canyon Club Marina
Slack Tide Brewery | South Jersey Marina | South Jersey Yacht Sales | Sunset Marina | United Rentals | Viking Yachts | Yamaha

EXHIBITING SPONSORS

Participant & Sponsor Information Call (609) 884-0177

MARINA

Billfisher - $1,167,762 | Sea Wolf - $1,017,127 | Pipe Dreamer - $1,000,066
Fish On - $680,387 | Goin In Deep - $412,237

RoShamBo - $292,152 | The Right Place - $252,452 | Wolverine - $198,716
Amarula Sun - $166,920 | Lucky Duck II - $162,604

2021 TOP TEN PAYOUTS

2021 Record Purse $5,929,050
Shared Among 30 Winners

FISH FROM: Cape May, NJ or Ocean City, MD
5 Nights of Hospitality in Both Ports!

A Record $5,929,050 Paid Out in 2021
AUGUST 21-26 2022

Celebrating 30 Years of Competition, Opportunity, Camaraderie
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George Kalwa

Born and raised in Baltimore, 
Maryland, George Kalwa has been 
captivated by the ocean his entire 
life. An artist since birth, Kalwa be-
gan painting and making fishing 
lures as a child. As he grew, he spent 
summers drawing portraits on the 
Ocean City, MD boardwalk before 
going to the Maryland Institute Col-
lege of Art. George has always been 

inspired by light, contrast, and col-
or, making his attraction to billfish 
and the marine world such a nat-
ural fit. George creates paintings 
that seem to move in front of your 
eyes, dropping you into the exact 
moment a blue marlin breaches the 
water to fight the line, or a white 
marlin breaks the surface to cap-
ture unlucky prey.

George spends most of his 
time painting billfish and sport-
fishing inspired portraits and 
scapes. You can find him on social 
media @GeorgeKalwaFine Art, 
georgekalwa@comcast.net , or by 
phone at 443-386-8966.

My first job was steaming crabs at the House of Neptune in Baltimore. I was 15. The lump meat was provided by these la-
dies from Metomokin Seafood in Crisfield, Maryland. They were masters at the art of picking and were a joy to be around.

Contact Info

@GeorgeKalwaFine Art | georgekalwa@comcast.net  | 443-386-8966
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1231 Route 109 • Where the bridge meets Cape May
(609) 884-2403 • SaltwaterCafeCapeMay.com

at South Jersey Marina
RESERVATIONS WELCOME

SERVING
BREAKFAST & LUNCH

DOCKSIDE

You can’t get more
waterfront than this
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Mike Savlen

Mike Savlen grew up near the water, in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, and began to fish with his father at the 
age of two. Since then, he says, water and fish have fas-
cinated him. His interest in painting began at about the 
same time, he found a can of house paint in the trash 
and decided to re-paint the family car. “I guess,” Savlen 
says, “my parents didn’t quite understand my artistic 
vision!” Mike’s travels since that auspicious beginning 
have taken him to some of the most inspiring locations 

for an artist with a passion to create marine works. Mike 
has traveled and fished the entire East Coast, the Carib-
bean, with detours from Alaska to Costa Rica. The inspi-
ration for Savlen’s work is drawn from the natural world 
around him. “The outdoors is my cathedral,” he says. 
“I have a visceral need to be in the woods, or on the 
water.” Mike Savlen’s use of vibrant colors in his work 
accents movement, speed, and the momentary refrac-
tions of a fish in water. The results are startling.

Contact Info

www.SavlenStudios.com
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KC Scott
Artistic, even at a young age, K.C. 

won many awards throughout Ele-
mentary and High School. Howev-
er, art was not the career path he 
chose. His father, a golf profession-
al, ran the family business of mul-
tiple golf courses. K.C.’s early expo-
sure to the game of golf led to a love 
and passion for the game. From a 
young age he excelled on the golf 
course winning many junior and 
amateur tournaments. His success 
on the golf course earned him a 
scholarship to play golf at the colle-
giate level. He chose Michigan State 
University where he played for two 
years, then decided to transfer to 
Barry University in Miami Shores, 
Florida. He competed for three 
years at Barry University and gradu-
ated with a degree in Business and 
Sport Management. After college 
the daunting question of what to 
do next was easy for K.C., he turned 
professional and put his golf game 
up against the best. He competed 
on Mini Tour circuits all over the U.S. 
with a fair amount of success; the 
highlight of his professional career 
came in 2003 when he qualified for 
the PGA Tour’s Buick Open. Howev-
er, after six years of dedication and 
frustration on the golf circuit, he de-
cided to take a break from the game 
he loved.

In the fall of 2008, the needed 
break from golf allowed him time 
to venture back into his passion of 
art and the underwater world. In a 
very short period of time K.C.'s work 
started to draw major attention, 
which fueled his fire to create more 

intriguing works of art. Fortunately, 
his vast experience of both fresh-
water and saltwater fish gave him 
a huge catalogue of images to pull 
from and put on canvas. K.C. paints 
what moves him. The beauty of the 
Bluegills and Largemouth Bass of 
his native waters in Gull Lake, and 
the Redfish, Snook, Tarpon, and 
Sailfish of his home in Florida, all 
inspire him to create his lifelike im-
ages on canvas. He not only catches 

and studies these fish, but he also 
gets in the water and photographs 
them in their natural environment. 
This gives K.C. points of reference to 
ensure his paintings are as lifelike 
as possible. For him, the fish and 
their environment exist as one. He 
wants people to feel as though they 
are face to face with the fish, as if 
they could reach out, touch the can-
vas, and feel the cool waters of the 
lakes and oceans.

Contact Info

www.KScottArt.com
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Lunch 11:30 to 5 pm ~ Dinner 5 to 10:00 pm daily
Breakfast Sat & Sun 8 to 11:30 am

1/2 mile past Canyon Club on the right
HarborViewCapeMay.com

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Canyon Club Marine Service | 900 Ocean Drive | Cape May, NJ 08204 | (609) 884-0333 | www.CanyonClubMarina.com

DRIVE TRAINS & PROPELLERS: We are drive train specialists, providing the full range of 
new, replacement and maintenance services for your vessel’s shafts, propellers, struts & bear-
ings, and couplings. • Manufacturers represented include: Michigan Wheel, Federal, S&S, ZF & 
Acme Propellers. • Bow & Stern Thrusters by IMTRA.

FIBERGLASS & CARPENTRY: Routinely handling tasks that entail structure, custom & 
finish work, major rebuilds and repair, and application of gell coat and paint.

PARTS DEPARTMENT: An Extensive and complete inventory on site of just about everything.

OTHER SUPPORT SERVICES: General repair of all associated mechanical systems. 
State-of-the-art bottom cleaning. • Enclosures, canvas & cushions by Costa Marine.
Tower fabrication, modification and installation available on site, all year, through Oceanview 
Custom Marine, a major, boating industry fabricator.

WINTERIZATION & YARD SUPPORT: Winter storage, in water or on shore.
Travel lift to 80 ton capacity.

All Services are Performed In-House and on our Premises.
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Valhalla Boatworks - On a Mission

 Viking Yachts sits smack dab in the mid-
dle of coastal Southern New Jersey in the 
estuarial watershed of the Mullica and Bass 
Rivers, the Barnegat Bay, Little Egg Bay, Great 
Bay, and Great Egg Bay, an area that has a sto-
ried history of not only a bountiful inshore 
and coastal fishery, but also a tradition of 
abundant pelagic species in the offshore wa-
ters. All of the water and life in this area has 
spawned an incredibly rich history of boat 
building. The wide array of designs and ap-
plications built and used locally have been 
driven by necessity to complete a task. Just 
as the pursuit of offshore fisheries for marlin 
and tuna has driven Viking Yachts to contin-
ue to “push the envelope “advancing their 
boats to the forefront of the industry, the in-
shore and coastal fishery has had an impact 
on the lives of the Viking team as well.

 As in any line of work, sometimes you just 
have to leave it all behind and go do some-
thing that puts you in your happy place. For 
some folks it can be golf, gardening, bocce 
ball, or an afternoon nap. A good number of 
the Viking team reside in coastal communi-
ties and chasing after the inshore fishery in 
small boats is a natural form of relaxation for 
them. But after all, these are boat builders, 
boaters, and fishermen, so the itch to create a 
“better boat” had to be scratched. These folks 
have small family boats of their own to chase 
summer fluke and the prolific striped bass 
fishery in the fall, as well as enjoying family 
fun on the bays and nearshore waters. Having 
those hours on the water on various boats 
lead to imagining where construction and 
design could be improved upon. Design, func-

tion, style, ergonomics, storage, ride quality, 
fishability, and a host of other elements are 
what drives new product and innovation.

 Early in 2004 the possibility of developing 
a small boat line was discussed. Don Gem-
mel, long time Viking Field Support Engineer, 
produced a design concept and business 
plan dedicated to introducing a small boat 
line to the Viking mix. Production pressures 
were already pushing the plant to capacity, 
then the financial downturn at the end of the 
decade and into the next moved the concept 
onto the back burner. The itch remained, but 
as with all great projects, timing is every-
thing. As these challenges were being met 
and conquered, the small boat concept kept 
popping up in discussions and spit balling 
sessions throughout the ensuing decade. 
The “itch” was never far away.

 In the over fifty-year history of the Viking 
facility in New Gretna, the plant has under-
gone significant modernization, expansion, 
and growth. With the emergence industry-
wide of super-sized sportfishing platforms, 
facilities need a great deal of space to build 
the 60 to 90 footers. The molds and finished 
parts pushed space availability to the limit at 
the Viking plant. As the vision to create the 
Valhalla Boatworks center console project 
came in to focus, the need for production 
space became a critical ingredient to launch 
and perpetuate a successful project. The 
Viking team knew they wanted it close by 
to nurture and manage the process. While 
looking at several facilities in the area, the 
perfect opportunity presented itself.

 A short drive from New Gretna through the 

Pinelands up the Mullica River, the boat build-
ing facility of the Leek family became available 
on the market. This location offered the ability 
to construct, sea trial and test boats prior to 
delivery, securing Viking the ideal expansion 
space to not only launch the center console 
project, but also to construct the smaller Vi-
king convertible models. The Viking Mullica 
plant under the guidance of General Manager 
John Leek IV commenced construction in 2016. 
Over the next five years they built the 37’ and 
redesigned 38’ Billfish models, 44’ Convertible 
and Express, and the 52’ Convertible.

In early 2018 the Valhalla project was hit-
ting the fast track. Starting with a blank can-
vas and utilizing the years of boatbuilding 
experience from the varied team members 
at their disposal, the design process began. 
Working with well-known marine designer 
Michael Peters and his team to secure a good 
running surface for the new outboard boats, 
the Valhalla team started an aggressive mis-
sion to design, build, and release several 
models concurrently. Few builders under-
take such a task, as focusing on development 
of one model at a time is the traditional build 
strategy. The Valhalla 33’, 37’, and 41’ models 
were introduced at the Viking Dealer Meet-
ing in the summer of 2019. A stunning accom-
plishment considering that the Mullica Plant 
was producing a total of ninety-nine Viking 
Convertibles and Express models during this 
time period, all the while ramping up the fa-
cility and workforce for the Valhalla project.

Being no strangers to boat building meth-

by Karl Anderson

The image most commonly associated with Viking Yachts is a full 
line of large sportfishing boats as one sees at boat shows, or the Vi-
king demo boats over the years that can be counted upon to arrive 
at every major sportfishing tournament on the circuit. Vikings can 
be found in dominant numbers in every port, not just in the coastal 
United States, but internationally. Absolute testimony to the hard 
work, strategic planning, and dedication to “pushing the envelope 
to build a better boat every day” in the words of Pat Healy, President 
and CEO of Viking Yachts. When looking at any successful business 
we sometimes don’t think beyond the image that has been created 
by excellent marketing and public relations that successful busi-
nesses rely on. The core remains the people who make up a team, 
and what they bring to the table with ideas, inspiration, creativity, 
and perhaps most importantly, what they do in their own lives that 
sparks these ideas, inspiration, and creativity.

see Valhalla on pg 79
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odology and technology, the design team looked at numerous process-
es and materials to come up with the best blend for their applications 
and expertise. Making parts with precision has become easier and 
shortened timeframes in the process with the integration of powerful 
CAD programming with 3-D solid modeling and surfacing computer 
programs that can feed information to a 5-axis router which cuts the 
parts to the finest tolerances specified. This type of precision aids in 
the assembly process creating a tight, even fit for parts and hardware.

Depending on the parts being built, there are several proven pro-
cesses employed in the build of Valhalla boats. This process is known 

as FRP, FIber Reinforced Plastic construction. The folks at Valhalla use 
a vinylester blend resin and a selection of custom fabrics tailored for 
specific areas of the boat. These fabrics are spun like yarn from contin-
uous strands of fibers and woven into cloth in many different patterns. 
These fabrics can be single layer cloths or multilayered and different 
weight cloths that are stitched together to give the best strength and 
fit where it is needed. These fabrics, once cured with resin, along with 
the use of Airex core material is what gives the strength to weigh ra-
tios allowing the boat to reach peak efficiency and speed while not 
sacrificing any toughness or safety. These processes for weight sav-
ings are all very familiar to the Valhalla and Viking folks for their prov-
en properties in making a solid product. Familiarity with these mate-
rials and processes for the workforce plays a large role in the success 
and quality of the Valhalla line.

The stringer systems are fully molded to fit the hull with precise tol-
erances, in order to accomplish the best fit, meet weight and strength 
criteria. The stringers are laid up on a male mold, vacuum bagged, 
and resin infused to maintain the required technical consistency and 
repeatability for each unit. They are then glued into the hull using a 
methacrylate product known as SciGrip creating a strong chemical 
bond unifying the two parts.

Transoms are another area that require a great deal of engineering 
to meet the stringent requirements for strength, rigidity and design 
qualities, all while being styled for a desired look and appearance. 
The 33, 37 and 41 use a system on their transom that is a poured ce-
ramic material which cures into a rigid hard surface and fills the gap 
between the hull and molded deck part. The 46’ transom utilizes the 

lightweight and specific density properties of two layers of 2-inch Co-
osa board glued together then glassed in. Again, taking advantage of 
diversified technologies for different applications and requirements 
to get the best results for their product.

Blending precision parts with top quality Gemlux hardware and ac-
cessories has yielded positive results. Powered with either Mercury 
or Yamaha outboard power, the performance numbers of each mod-
el are notable, a testament to the design and engineering efforts put 
into the Valhalla project. You can be sure any future models will con-
tinue to improve on this impressive start.

Looking around the waterways, it is nearly 
impossible not to see either a Viking or Valhalla. 
In a very short time, Valhalla has made a signifi-
cant impact on the center console marketplace. 
As of August 2021, they had delivered over 150 
boats. Driven by a dedicated workforce of ap-
proximately 200 employees, the team at Valhal-
la has become a very large competitor in this 
segment of the market. Moving forward it will 
be exciting to see what new models are coming 
down the line. Creating new and viable products 
for customers is something that is ingrained in 
the culture at Viking and Valhalla while the end 
user is the grateful benefactor of that mindset.

from Valhalla on pg 77



Workroom@KushnerDraperies.com  |  www.KushnerDraperies.com

(856) 317-9696

Family owned and operated for over 65 years

Residential, Commercial and Yacht Interiors

Proud supplier to Viking Yachts

Kushner Drapery Manufacturing 
Fine custom window treatments,

upholstery and bedding

2012EST.

F R E E  D E L I V E R Y

SunsetLiquorsWestCapeMay

Mon. - Saturday 10:00 am to 10 PM
Sun. 11 AM to 10 PM

106 Sunset Boulevard, West Cape May
609-435-5052

kyork@sunsetliqcm.com
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Fishing Club Focus

Founded in 1936, the Manasquan River 
Marlin and Tuna Club ranks among the old-
est fishing clubs not only in New Jersey but 
in the United States as well and was among 
the first clubs to be certified by the Interna-
tional Game Fish Association back in 1939. A 
club with a rich and well documented his-
tory, over the years many of its members 
were world famous anglers, internationally 
known authors, sports writers, entertain-
ers, restaurateurs, industrial giants, and 
radio-movie stars. Several of its members 
were and to this day still are state and world 
record holders. Some of the club’s members 
from its founding days are also names well-
known in sportfishing history in-
cluding Lou and Eugenie Marron, 
Maurice and Carolyn Meyer, Jr., Fer-
dinand Roebling III, Van Campen 
Heilner, A.E. Carpenter, Hugo Ruth-
erford and Orton Dale, Jr. Over the 
years many of the club’s members 
left their mark on the marine indus-
try while others were and continue 
to be known for the philanthopical 
generosity. Additionally, back in the 
late 1950’s many of the clubs’ mem-
bers were the early explorers of 
offshore waters and helped devel-
oped today’s canyon fishery from 
the Texas Tower to the Hudson and 
beyond at a time when electronic 
navigation was in its infancy.

Tuna were indeed the species of choice 
in the early days of the club as huge schools 
of bluefin tuna ranging from school-sized 
to giants of several hundred pounds were 
consistently found prowling the famed Sea 
Bright Grounds off the northern coast, often 
within sight of land. Anglers from around 
the world would frequently visit New Jersey 
with the hope of catching what they often 
referred to as a “horse mackerel.” Francis 
H. Low, the founding president of the club, 
was a world-record holder for the largest 
tuna caught on rod and reel at that time and 
to this day the club continues to award the 
Manasquan Tuna Trophy in his memory, a 
perpetual trophy presented each year for 
the largest bluefin tuna caught worldwide 
by a club member. In a nod to tradition 

of the good old days, over 80 years later, a 
case of scotch (or liquor of the recipient’s 
choice) continues to be awarded each year 
to the club member landing the first bluefin 
tuna over 25 pounds caught trolling and the 
largest bluefin tuna over 310 pounds caught 
while fishing out of Manasquan Inlet. In the 
club’s first year of existence a mid-boggling 
37 giant bluefin tuna were weighed including 
a 720 pounder. Additionally, the first broad-
bill swordfish caught off New Jersey was tak-
en by Francis Geer, Jr., after a ten-hour battle 
and weighed 382 pounds! Two white marlin 
we also caught by the same club member on 
separate days at the Mohawk Wreck, which 

lies less than 10 miles from Manasquan In-
let! These angling accomplishments brought 
recognition to the area and signs noting 
Brielle as “The Sportfishing Capital of the 
World” began to appear.

The foundation of much of what we do 
today with regard to tackle, bait rigging, 
fishing techniques, boat design and cock-
pit layout dates back to the early days of 
the Manasquan River Marlin and Tuna Club. 
When travel destinations including The Out-
er Banks of North Carolina, Florida, The Ba-
hamas, Cuba and beyond became popular, 
many of the club’s members were anxious 
to explore these new horizons and test their 
fishing potential. Today, this passion still ex-
ists as many members continue to explore 
new areas around the globe in search of the 

next “hotspot.”
Tournaments have always played an im-

portant part of the club and members have 
consistently participated in events where 
everything from bluefish to blue marlin are 
the targeted species. Some of the most pres-
tigious events from New England to Florida, 
as well as Mexico and South America often 
saw and to this day continue to see ves-
sels flying the club burgee as participants. 
Though many of the early events are no lon-
ger around, the Manasquan River Marlin and 
Tuna Club was represented well with many 
members taking the top prize in the tourna-
ments.

The earliest tournament dates 
back to the club’s first year, 1936, 
when a boat from the club met an-
other vessel at sea from the Free-
port Tuna Club and decided to have 
a tournament. At the end of the day, 
they relayed their catch results to 
each other by phone. The following 
year the Atlantic City Marlin and 
Tuna Club, Forked River Tuna Club 
and Brielle Marlin and Tuna Club got 
together with the Manasquan River 
Marlin and Tuna Club and Freeport 
Tuna Club and the United States 
Atlantic Tuna Tournament, or the 
USATT as it was known, was born, 
though that name for the event 
didn’t become official until 1938. 

Tournament Headquarters for the event was 
initially Hoffman’s Anchorage, now known 
as Hoffman’s Marina, in Brielle until the event 
outgrew the marina and moved to Sandy 
Hook. As fishing for giant bluefin tuna ex-
panded up the northeast coast, the USATT’s 
headquarters followed.

Over the years, in addition to the USATT, 
club members actively participated in popu-
lar events and represented the club well. The 
Woman’s Invitational Tuna Tournament was 
founded in 1972 because at that time woman 
were not allowed to participate in the USATT. 
Tougher fisheries regulations with regard to 
bluefin tuna and a declining stock ultimate-
ly were the demise of the event which only 

The Manasquan River Marlin and Tuna Club
by Jeff Merrill

see Focus on pg 83



CONTACT US
609-884-1006

cmmtc@capemaymarlintunaclub.com
www.capemaymarlintunaclub.com

1390 Lafayette Street, Cape May, NJ 08204

The Club offers events for all ages and 
interests, and is open for the use of all 

crews and families during participation 
in South Jersey Tournaments. 

CMMTC Junior Angler Tournament
This inshore event is open to all Junior Anglers 16 years old or younger. 
Saturday, June 18th 2022. 

CMMTC Independence Invitational
Kick off the Fourth of July offshore with us!
Captain's Choice: Friday, July 1st, or
Saturday, July 2nd 2022. Saturday, July 2nd 2022. 

CMMTC Fluke Tournament
Saturday, August 13th, 2022.

CMMTC Ladies Day Invitational 
Bring the ladies and pre-fish the MidAtlantic! 
Captain's Choice: Friday, August 19th,
or Saturday, August 20th, 2022. 
CMMTC Labor Day OvernighterCMMTC Labor Day Overnighter
This tournament offers both offshore and inshore divisions.
Saturday, September 3rd through
Sunday, September 4th, 2022. 

and more...

Don't miss the chance to fish with us in our
2022  Invitational Tournaments!

THE CAPE MAY MARLIN &
TUNA CLUB

COME JOIN THE FISHING AND FUN! 
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lasted a few years. The prohibition of wom-
an in the USATT was challenged in court and 
woman were finally allowed to participate 
in 1974. In the 1950’s club members regularly 
participated in the International Light Tackle 
Tournament which was held in several loca-
tions over the years including Palm Beach, 
Mexico and Ocean City, Maryland.

Today, it’s easy to spot club member boats 
at tournaments along the east coast and 
beyond. During the summer months here 
in New Jersey the popular offshore events 
held in Manasquan, Beach Haven, Ocean 
City and Cape May regularly draw numerous 
club members annually. In particular, The 
MidAtlantic tournament has been very pop-
ular with club members over the years, and 
many have scored large cash payouts dating 
back to the inaugural event in 1992. By fall, 
striped bass tournaments are on the docket 
for those who haven’t yet headed south for 
the winter. The winter sailfish tournament 
season along Florida’s famed Treasure Coast 
and Gold Coast is a highlight for those who 
make the Sunshine State home for the win-
ter season. The West Palm Beach Fishing 
Club’s Silver Sailfish Derby as well as the Buc-
caneer Cup Sailfish Release Tournament and 
the Sailfish Club of Florida Invitational Gold 
Cup Team Tournament all have a rich history 
and support of club members over the years.

Though tournaments around the world 
have drawn members for decades, the slate 
of tournaments hosted by the club are some 
of the most popular. Member-only events 
include the year-long tournament where 
hand carved perpetual trophies are award-
ed to the winners of 19 different species cat-
egories. Other member-only events target 
species including bluefin tuna, fluke, striped 
bass, bluefish, blackfish, and sea bass. The 
Annual Ladies and Kids Tournament is al-
ways popular with the membership and 
awards prizes for a variety of inshore species 
at a gala picnic at the tournament’s conclu-
sion. The Offshore Open is held each year in 
late August. Now in its 42nd year, this event 
draws boats from up and down the coast.

Well known around the local commu-
nity as well as a staunch backer of the rec-
reational fishing community, the club con-
tinues to be a prominent voice in fisheries 
conservation while also supporting reef 
building and recreational fishing issues by 
with organizations such as the Recreational 
Fishing Alliance, Stripers Forever, Menhaden 
Defenders, Jersey Coast Anglers Association 

and International Game Fish Association The 
club’s Mates Program actively recruits chil-
dren of club members ages 12 and older and 
teaches the ins and outs of working in the 
cockpit. Hands-on instruction on bait and 
tackle rigging, boat and tackle maintenance, 
safety on the water, rod building and repair 
and fishing techniques are but a few of the 
topics covered. One of the cornerstones of 
the club is the George Burlew Scholarship 
Grant which was first awarded in June 1979 

in honor of Captain George Burlew, a club 
member who helped develop sportfishing 
on the Manasquan River and also owned 
Burlew’s Anchorage. Initially the grant was 
awarded to high school students as well as 
college students. Today, the scholarship is 
only awarded to graduate students pursuing 
marine related studies.

For more information on the Manasquan 
River Marlin and Tuna Club please visit the 
club’s web site at www.mrmtc.com.

thelobsterhouse.com
OPEN DAILY

from Focus on pg 81





www.OnTheRipMagazine.com2022  |  ON THE RIP 85

JUNE
Beach Haven 2nd Annual Tuna Open

Fish Days: June 5 – 11
Captains Meeting: June 5th At BHM&TC
Weigh Ins: Beach Haven Marlin & Tuna Club

MRM&TC 4th Annual Bluefin Open
Fish Days: June 8 – 11

Captains Meeting: June 8th 
Weigh Ins: Brielle Yacht Club

OCM&TC Shark & Tuna Tournament
Fish Days: June TBD

Captains Meeting: *Contact OCM&TC Directly*
Weigh Ins: Ocean City Yacht Club

4th Annual Avalon Invitational 
Fish Days: June 9 – 18 

Captains Meeting: *Contact Kevin Dougherty at 
KevinDoc@gmail.com*

CMM&TC Canyon Kickoff
Fish Days: June 10 - 11

Captains Meeting:  June 10th at Cape May Marlin & 
Tuna Club

Weigh Ins: *Contact CMM&TC Club Directly*

CMM&TC Junior Angler 
16 & Under Tournament

Fish Day: June 18
Captains Meeting: June 17th at Cape May Marlin & 

Tuna Club
Weigh Ins: *Contact CMM&TC Club Directly*

The MidAtlantic Tuna Tournament
Fish Days: June 22 - 26

Captains Meeting: June 22nd at 
South Jersey Marina

Weigh Ins: Canyon Club Marina

JULY
CMM&TC Independence Invitational

Fish Days: July 1 & 2
Captains Meeting: July 1st at 

Cape May Marlin & Tuna Club
Weigh Ins: *Contact CMM&TC Club Directly*

The MidAtlantic Cup - 
Blue Marlin Tournament

Fish Day: July 4th
Captains Meeting:
*Contact South Jersey Tournaments for Details*
Weigh Ins: Manasquan River NJ, Cape May NJ, 

Ocean City MD, Virginia Beach VA

World Cup Blue Marlin Tournament
Fish Day: July 4th

Weigh Ins: Call Tournament Director,
Robert “Fly” Navarro at 561-310-9214 for details

War at the Shore with 
BHM&TC, MRM&TC, FRTC, and CMM&TC

Fish Days: July 4 - 10
Captains Meeting: *Contact Your Club Directly*
Weigh Ins: *Contact Your Club Directly*

South Jersey Yacht Sales 
Offshore Showdown

Fish Days: July 6 - 9
Captains Meeting: July 6th at Cape May Brewery
Weigh Ins: Canyon Club Marina 

56th Annual Cape May Marlin Tournament
Fish Days: July 28 - 30

Captains Meeting: July 28th at Canyon Club Marina
Weigh Ins: Canyon Club Marina

AUGUST
OCM&TC Offshore Open

Fish Days: August 14 - 21
Captains Meeting: August 14th
Weigh Ins: Ocean City Yacht Club

BHM&TC 53rd Annual

Beach Haven White Marlin Invitational
Fish Days: August 17 - 20

Captains Meeting: August 17th at 
Beach Haven Marlin and Tuna Club

Weigh Ins: Beach Haven Commercial Marine District

CMM&TC Ladies Day Offshore Tournament
Fish Days: August 19 – 20 

Captains Meeting: August 19th at 
Cape May Marlin & Tuna Club

Weigh Ins: *Contact CMM&TC Club Directly*

31st Annual MidAtlantic Tournament
Fish Days: August 21 - 26

Captains Meeting:  August 21st at 
Canyon Club & Sunset Marina

Weigh Ins: Canyon Club & Sunset Marina

OCM&TC Marlin & Tuna Challenge
Fish Days: August TBD

Captains Meeting: *Contact OCM&TC Directly*
Weigh Ins: Ocean City Yacht Club

MRM&TC 42nd Annual Offshore Open
Fish Days: August 29 – September 5

Captains Meeting: August 29th at 
Crystal Point Yacht Club

Weigh Ins: Brielle Yacht Club

SEPTEMBER
CMM&TC Labor Day Overnighter

Fish Days: September 3 – 4 
Captains Meeting: September 2nd 

at Cape May Marlin & Tuna Club
Weigh Ins: *Contact CMM&TC Club Directly*

OCM&TC Labor Day Jamboree
Fish Days: September TBD

Captains Meeting: *Contact OCM&TC Directly*
Weigh Ins: Ocean City Yacht Club

OCM&TC Billfish Release Tournament
Fish Days: September TBD

Captains Meeting: *Contact OCM&TC Directly*
Weigh Ins: Ocean City Yacht Club

CMM&TC vs. OCMC Challenge Cup
Fish Days: September 17 – 18

Captains Meeting: September 10th at 
Cape May Marlin & Tuna Club

Weigh Ins: *Contact CMM&TC Club Directly*

2022 Offshore Events  MANASQUAN TO CAPE MAY
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