As we enter our 26th year of promoting sport fishing and related events, we are pleased to re-introduce
our annual tournament magazine, On the Rip. While
the original intention was to put together a one-stop
resource book for our events, we decided to take it a
step or two further. Inside you will find several articles that we hope will be of interest to all of you who
are actively involved in big game fishing and live the
lifestyle here in our region. Various articles of interest about Cape May and the surrounding area were
also included to help you get the most out of your
Jersey Cape experience. Numerous advertisers came
on board because they appreciate and understand the
value of your business. They all support our events in
one way or another and help to make them some of
the best around.
Last but not least are our tournament profiles. Everything you need to know about South Jersey Tournaments can be found on the following pages. Schedules,
rules, prizes etc., it’s all here. (Individual tournament
brochures will still be available and will contain the
actual entry forms, or you can download them at our
website www.SouthJerseyMarina.com.) Our tournament schedule for ’06 is our biggest yet and, as always,
the events are structured so anglers of all skill levels
can participate competitively and enjoy the camaraderie associated with this wonderful sport.
We hope you’ll find “On the Rip” interesting and
informative and keep it on board for a quick reference. All of us at South Jersey Tournaments look
forward to being your host this summer for another
great season of fishing and fun.
See ya dockside!
Bob Glover,
Tournament Director

The weigh-in team unloads the Prime Time’s 529 lb. thresher the eventual 2005 Shark Tournament winner.
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South Jersey Tournaments would like to extend our appreciation to all 2006 tournament sponsors and advertisers in this
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If you feel that you or your company might benefit from exposure at one of our tournaments or by advertising in On The
Rip we encourage you to contact the marketing department at your earliest convenience. Participation in some categories
is limited.
South Jersey Tournaments reserves the right to modify, edit or refuse any sponsorship, submission, advertisement copy,
photographs or graphics. South Jersey Tournaments reserves the right to limit sponsorship of its events and/or advertisements in its publication(s), brochures, etc. Information contained in this publication is believed to be correct at the time of
publication but not guaranteed for accuracy.
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5th Annual South Jersey / ASA Spring Striper Tournament

April 28-30 • Presented by South Jersey Marina & the American Striper Association
(You don’t have to be an ASA member to fish this event)

26th Annual South Jersey Shark Tournament

June 8-11 • The Richest Shark Tournament in NJ
(2005 total prize money $228,940) • Plus $50,000 Monster Shark Bonus

17th Annual Ocean/Viking Showdown

July 12-16 • Ocean & Viking owners go head-to-head in the “War Offshore”

5th Annual Mid-Atlantic Tuna Tournament

July 19-22 • The Main Event for Tuna Fishermen • (2005 total prize money $253,845)

Albemarle / Cabo Scramble

July 26-29 • Albemarle vs Cabo... Let the Battle Begin

3rd Annual Mid-Atlantic Ladies’ Charity Billfish Release Tournament
August 17-20 • Fishing to Benefit Others

2006 Mid-Atlantic $500,000

August 20-25 • Boat for boat, the richest marlin & tuna tournament in the world!
(2005 total prize money $1,698,900)

South Jersey Last Blast
September 21-24

6th Annual South Jersey Big Bass Open

November 3-5 • Presented by South Jersey Marina & the American Striper Association
(You don’t have to be an ASA member to fish this event)
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A look back at a Great Year, 2005 in Review by Mark Allen
2005 was a record breaking tournament year in virtually every category: participation, prize money
and hospitality. New records for participation were set during the Shark, Tuna and especially the MidAtlantic $500,000 when 169 boats sailed out of Cape May and Ocean City, MD combined. The total purse
during the Mid-Atlantic eclipsed all previous records and fell just short of $1.7 million dollars. When all
was said and done, over 500 participating crews competed for almost $2.2 million dollars in total available
purse during the 2005 season. Live entertainment, fun parties and a “new look” contributed to a heightened sense of camaraderie during the evening activities. Given the level of competition, record purses and
activity “under-the-tent,” we believe no one went home disappointed.

25th Annual Shark Tournament

South Jersey’s SILVER ANNIVERSARY Shark
Tournament, held June 9th through the 12th, set two significant records: the number (216) of participant boats
and available prize money, $228,940. Additionally, after
a long, seemingly endless winter and a stubborn cool
spring, summer arrived just in time for the three day
event. Long, hot and sunny days belied colder than
normal water temperatures, however. Even though
warm water Mako’s were all but a no-show, participants
did boat a number of 400 pound plus Thresher Sharks,
including the heaviest shark of the tournament, a 529
pound monster, boated by Bill Madden and the crew of
the PRIME TIME.
Prize money also went to Larry Dellolio and the
crew of the SIMPATICO and Andy Polash’s crew in
the ISLAND GIRL for the 2nd and 3rd heaviest sharks.
Frank Hineline’s crew in the PILOT HOUSE took the
prize for the heaviest Mako.
An increasingly popular and common aspect of
sportfishing is the practice of Catch-and-Release,
wherein participants are awarded points for every fish
that is caught, and then released back to its natural environment. These points are added to points based on
the weight of boated catches and trophies are awarded.
Sports fishermen are particularly cognizant of the
fragile nature of our fisheries and most participate in

2005 Shark Tournament Results
Most Points Overall
Most Points Mako
Most Points Blue

Sea Ya
Pilot House
Sea Ya

catch-and-release with great enthusiasm. This
year, John Seaton and the crew of the SEA YA
accumulated 1600 points and won the trophies for Most Points Blue and Most Points
Overall. Frank Hineline’s PILOT HOUSE
took the trophy for most points Mako.

Crew of the Prime Time II with their 422 lb. Thresher

Heaviest Mako
Heaviest Shark
2nd Heaviest Shark
3rd Heaviest Shark

Pilot House
Prime Time
Simpatico
Island Girl

206 lbs.
529 lb. Thresher
484 lb. Thresher
480 lb. Thresher
11

16th Annual Viking / Ocean Showdown

The 16th annual VIKING/OCEAN
DANCE took home the award for top junior angler. At
SHOWDOWN held from July 20 through the end of the four day event, when all the points were
the 23rd saw the OCEAN team reclaim owntallied, the OCEAN team came out on top with 1400 total
ership of the much acclaimed “Perpetual”
points to VIKING’S 1216 total points.
showdown trophy. This 100% billfish release
Perfect weather and a busy event schedule combined
tournament is all about competition, pride,
with friendly competition to make this a particularly
camaraderie and good times, and this year’s
memorable event. Participants were treated to a full open
event was certainly
bar and hors d’oeuvres hosted
no disappointment.
by the Lobster House after
Boat
awards
the Wednesday evening Capare determined by
tain’s meeting. Thursday night
points earned for
featured live entertainment,
each release in four
another open bar and prime
categories. This year’s
rib furnished by “Pappy’s”. The
winners were: George
famous Washington Inn served
Scoggin’s FANTAthe luncheon for the Friday
SEA in the white
pool party while a live threemarlin
category;
piece reggae band provided
Frank
Dischinger
the entertainment. Saturday’s
TEAMWORK in the
award ceremony again included
OK... who’s Eskimo Icemaker did THIS come out of?
blue marlin category;
live entertainment, open bar,
Bob Renza’s OIL SLICK in the tuna category;
and a full sit-down dinner hosted once more by the inand again, George Scoggin’s FANTASEA for
comparable Lobster House. Finally, when all the points
most overall points. Individual angler awards
were tallied, it was the OCEAN team that came out on
(custom rods & reels) were presented to: Jim top with 1400 total points to VIKING’s 1216.
Lombard on the OIL SLICK for heaviest tuna
This event pits owner teams of two of the finest sportand Kenny Sharretts on the THIN LIZZY for fishing yacht manufacturers against one another in headheaviest dolphin. Mindy Weber on the SOUTH to-head competition. The finest yachts, the finest crews
JERSEY CHAMPION won the award for top
and the finest tournament, no one went home disaplady angler and Rollin Schuler on the TUNA pointed. There is nothing else like it, anywhere.
Most Points White Marlin
Most Points Blue Marlin
Most Points Tuna
Most Points Overall

Heaviest Tuna
Heaviest Dolphin
Heaviest Wahoo
Top Lady Angler
Top Junior Angler

BOAT AWARDS
Fantasea - George Scoggin
Teamwork - Frank Dischinger
Oil Slick - Bob Penza
Fantasea - George Scoggin
ANGLER AWARDS
Oil Slick - Jim Lombard
Thin Lizzy - Kenny Sharretts
None
South Jersey Champion - Mindy Weber
Tuna Dance - Rollin Schuler

TEAM AWARD - Most Points Accumulated
Ocean Yachts - 1400 points
Viking Yachts - 1216 points
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300 pts.
300 pts.
87 pts.
300 pts.

87 lbs.
29 lbs.
100 pts.
100 pts.

4th Annual Mid-Atlantic Tuna Tournament ~ $253,845.00 Awarded
$83,285.00! That was the top prize
money taken home by Rich Shepanski’s
MISS ANDREA from the 4TH ANNUAL
MID-ATLANTIC TUNA TOURNAMENT
held July 20 - 23rd in 2005. With Captain Bill
Garrison at the helm, MISS ANDREA took
first place in the Heaviest Tuna and Bluefin
categories, and won four Calcutta’s. With
$253,845.00 in total prize money, this year’s
event was the richest to date. In addition
to MISS ANDREA, the other big winners
included: Gigi Wagner’s SIZE MATTERS,
with Captain Josh Ruskey, $65,847.50;
Pete Kenworthy’s MOJO, with Captain Joe
O’Boyle, $40,532.00; and Alan Howard’s

COFFEE BREAK, $34,750.00. All told, 65 boats competed during the July 20 - 23rd event and 43 fish were
brought to the scales. The largest blue fin, a 126 pounder,
was hauled in aboard the MISS ANDREA, while SIZE
MATTERS claimed the largest yellow fin, a 65 pounder
caught on the very last day of the tournament. The excellent weather was matched only by the hospitality of the
South Jersey Tournament staff who once again, hosted an
event that has to be experienced to be believed.
Above: Miss Andrea being awarded $83,285.00 for 126 lb. bluefin
Left: MoJo and their 119 lb. bluefin

TOURNAMENT CATEGORIES
CATEGORY
Heaviest Tuna
2nd Heaviest Tuna
Heaviest Yellowfin
2nd Heaviest Yellowfin
Heaviest Bluefin
2nd Heaviest Bluefin
Heaviest Stringer
2nd Heaviest Stringer
3rd Heaviest Stringer

BOAT NAME OWNER
MISS ANDREA - Rich Shepanski/Capt BIll Garrison
MO JO - Peter Kenworthy/Capt Joe O’Boyle
SIZE MATTERS - Gigi Wagner/Capt Josh Ruskey
COFFEE BREAK - Alon Howard
MISS ANDREA - Rich Shepanski/Capt BIll Garrison
MO JO - Peter Kenworthy/Capt Joe O’Boyle
MISS ANDREA - Rich Shepanski/Capt BIll Garrison
SIZE MATTERS - Gigi Wagner/Capt Josh Ruskey
MO JO - Peter Kenworthy/Capt Joe O’Boyle

WEIGHT
126
119
65
41
126
119
262
250
207

BIG FISH CALCUTTA ~ $300
CATEGORY
Heaviest Tuna
2nd Heaviest Tuna
3rd Heaviest Tuna (Tie)
3rd Heaviest Tuna (Tie)
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BOAT NAME OWNER
MISS ANDREA - Rich Shepanski/Capt BIll Garrison
MO JO - Peter Kenworthy/Capt Joe O’Boyle
INSTIGATOR - Rick Geoghegan/Dave Wentling
LET IT RIDE - Art Kontos

WEIGHT
126
119
115
115

Tuna Tournament Winners Continued
DAILY CALCUTTA ~ $600
CATEGORY
Heaviest Tuna Thursday (42 boats fished)
Heaviest Tuna Friday (32 boats fished)
Heaviest Tuna Saturday (24 boats fished)

BOAT NAME OWNER
INSTIGATOR - Rick Geoghegan/Dave Wentling
MISS ANDREA - Rich Shepanski/Capt BIll Garrison
SEA MISTRESS - John Raimondo

WEIGHT
115
126
112

SUPER STRINGER CALCUTTA ~ $1,000
CATEGORY
Heaviest Stringer 45%
2nd Heaviest Stringer 25%
3rd Heaviest Stringer 15%
4th Heaviest Stringer 10%
5th Heaviest Stringer 5%

BOAT NAME OWNER
MISS ANDREA - Rich Shepanski/Capt BIll Garrison
SIZE MATTERS - Gigi Wagner/Capt Josh Ruskey
MO JO - Peter Kenworthy/Capt Joe O’Boyle
INSTIGATOR - Rick Geoghegan/Dave Wentling
SPORTFISHERMEN.com - John Eppehimer

WEIGHT
262
250
207
206
188

YELLOWFIN KAHUNA TUNA CALCUTTA ~ $2,000
CATEGORY
Heaviest Yellowfin 60%
2nd Heaviest Yellowfin 40%

BOAT NAME OWNER
SIZE MATTERS - Gigi Wagner/Capt Josh Ruskey
COFFEE BREAK - Alon Howard

WEIGHT
65
41

BLUEFIN KAHUNA TUNA CALCUTTA ~ $2,000
CATEGORY
Heaviest Bluefin 60%
2nd Heaviest Bluefin 40%

BOAT NAME OWNER
MISS ANDREA - Rich Shepanski/Capt BIll Garrison
MO JO - Peter Kenworthy/Capt Joe O’Boyle

WEIGHT
126
119

2nd Annual Ladies’ Charity Billfish Release Tournament
It’s a great cause that’s good for our sport and fun
for the ladies. Designed to be a fun event, The
Mid-Atlantic Ladies Charity Billfish Release
Tournament offers challenge for the
highly experienced lady angler, as well
as the relative novice. The competition is real. After all, our anglers are
fishing for more than pride and
points; they’re fishing to help others.
The 2005 event commenced on
Thursday with coffee and desert at
an after dinner Captain’s Meeting at
South Jersey Marina. Old acquaintances were renewed and new
friendships established “under-thetent.” The Ladies Charity Billfish
Release Tournament is a “fish-oneof-two-days” format, which enables
participants a free day to tour Cape
May, visit the beach, or do some shopping.
The event concluded on Sunday with a

breakfast buffet and awards ceremony hosted
in 2005 by Congress Hall. The ladies
team aboard the Ditch Digger
took first place honors, followed by the teams aboard
the Insure and Slick Finish.
Individual angler awards
went to Kathy D’Antonio
for first place, Sandy
McCarty for second,
with JoAnne Schall and
Donna Bartle tying for
third. Ginny Wooster
boated
the
heaviest dolphin and Sandy
McCarthy the heaviest
yellowfin tuna. When all
the points were tallied, the
ladies had raised $15,000,
with $12,000 of that amount
going to Hurricane Katrina relief.
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The 2005 Event was Truly... Boat for Boat, the Richest
Marlin & Tuna Tournament in the World!

With a record
number of participating boats (169), a record
total purse of $1,698,900,
and a record individual payout
of $731,037.50, the 2005 MidAtlantic $500,000
was truly one for
the record books.
Once again, South
Jersey
Tournaments’
Mid-Atlantic $500,000
has set a new world standard for Sport Fishing
Tournaments.
In Cape May, a
24,000 square foot
tent serves as home for
sponsors and participants alike. Unmatched for
its level of sponsor-to-participant contact, the
Mid-Atlantic $500,000 commences “Under-

Heaviest White Marlin* • 75 lbs
PENGUIN
Bob Pacilli

The-Tent” with the
Captain’s Meeting on
Sunday, followed by five
available days of offshore big
game sportfishing. In addition to sponsor booths
and displays, The Tent is
outfitted with two open
bars, a beer dispensing
truck and accommodations for 1900. Complete
buffet meals are served all five
nights, including a lobster and
seafood meal served to over
1900 attendees on Friday’s
Awards Dinner.
We’re
continually
looking to improve the
event and enhance our participants’ experience. In 2003 we opened up
Ocean City, MD as a second port from which to
sail and it was met with great enthusiasm.

Heaviest Blue Marlin • 699 lbs
MELINA
William Burris

Heaviest Tuna • 193 lbs
CENTURION
Pete Cacoperdo
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Heaviest Dolphin • 47 lbs
CISCO KID
Chuck Seergy

2nd Heaviest White Marlin • 68 lbs
PIPE DREAM
Ted Willis

2nd Heaviest Blue Marlin • 525 lbs
SPECULATOR
Jeff Leerink

2nd Heaviest Tuna • 78 lbs
HEART TO HEART
Philip Infantolino

18

Of course, the
big
Mid-Atlantic
$500,000 news again
this year was the
availability of a full
weigh-in at Ocean
City
Maryland’s
Sunset Marina. Internet simulcasting
in both locations
Anxious participants in Cape May gather for the
enabled everyone to
Captains’ meeting.
keep abreast of the
action and up-to-date on a Leader Board that saw change in a major category just 30 minutes before the end of weigh-in on the last day. With 39
boats home porting out of Ocean City and 130 sailing from Cape May,
this year’s Mid-Atlantic was easily our largest ever in terms of both participants and total purse.
The addition of Ocean City, Maryland as a home port has increased
participation by almost 40 boats since
2003. Already, every indication promises that this positive upwards trend
in terms of participation, will continue with an anticipated 50 or more
boats sailing out of OCMD in 2006.
Naturally, the Ocean City location is
a growing sponsorship venue and opportunities will be available in 2006.
In 2005, the Mid-Atlantic $500,000
continued to set the standard for
sport fishing tournaments in terms of
prize money, game fish preservation,
High minimum weights and a strong
sponsorship opportunity and event conservations ethic automatically limit
hospitality. No one who has ever par- the catch. Here the crew of the Melina
ticipated in the Mid-Atlantic as either prepare to weigh the eventual winning
an angler or a sponsor will forget the Blue Marlin on Day One.
experience or the camaraderie of this
one-of-a-kind event.
NOT PICTURED
*3rd Heaviest White Marlin (Tie) • 67 lbs
REEL’N & DEAL’N
Joe Aiello
Heaviest Wahoo • 74 lbs
SIZE MATTERS
Size Matters Venture Ltd.

3rd Heaviest White Marlin • 67 lbs
VOLATILITY
Pete Brancaleone

3rd Heaviest Blue Marlin • 418 lbs
SEA HAG
Charlie Duerr

3rd Heaviest Tuna • 60 lbs
DREAM CATCHER
William Diller

POINTS CATEGORIES
POINTS CATEGORIES
Most Points Overall
Most Points White Marlin
2nd Most Points White Marlin
3rd Most Points White Marlin
Most Points Blue Marlin
2nd Most Points Blue Marlin
3rd Most Points Blue Marlin
Most Points Tuna
2nd Most Points Tuna
3rd Most Points Tuna

BOAT NAME
PAR FIVE
KIRSTEN
VIKING 68
SMOKER
MELINA
SEA RAMBLER
SPECULATOR
CENTURION
DREAM CATCHER
HEART TO HEART

OWNER NAME
Nick Rodriquez
Walt Kuhn
Pat Healey
Michael Brennan
William Burris
Butch Siegel
Jeff Leerink
Pete Cacoperdo
William Diller
Philip Infantolino

POINTS
600 pts
525 pts
525 pts
525 pts
349.5 pts
300 pts
262.5 pts
96.5 pts
55 pts
39 pts
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by Lieutenant Commander Brandon W. Lechthaler,

United States Coast Guard, Sector Field Office, Atlantic City, NJ
Even professional mariners can have accidents. The best equipment and exceptionally well maintained vessels are still subject
to the physical elements of nature. Planning
and precautions cannot always prevent mishaps. The key to a
successful rescue is information and there are several things
that the mariner can do to help the Coast Guard locate and
aid them in a time of crisis.
If the vessel is quickly sinking, priority one is for all
persons on board to don survival gear and alert the Coast
Guard to inform them that you need help. Channel 16 is
the distress channel monitored by the Coast Guard and
MAYDAY is the signal for the communications watchstander
that someone is in distress. The amount of radio traffic during
the summer boating season is immense and emergency notification needs to be pronounced and unambiguous. Radio

checks should be performed on non-distress
frequencies and the term MAYDAY should only
be used for distress. If you are unable to transmit distress via radio, activating the Emergency
Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB) will
also alert the system. An EPIRB can also provide
location and, if registered properly, vessel identification data.
The real estate cliché “Location, Location,
Location” is equally important in search and
rescue and, after notification, an accurate location often determines the outcome of a case.
Once the Coast Guard knows someone is in distress, we need to know where to search or, even
better, where to render assistance. The 3,600
square miles monitored by the Coast Guard
Sector Field Office in Atlantic City extends
from just south of Sandy Hook, N.J. to Cape
Henlopen, Del. and the Delaware Bay south of
Ship John Shoal, out to the limit of the radio
transmitter (~20 miles offshore). Searching for
an 800-foot tank vessel in that immense area is
challenging and searching for a 20-foot cuddy
cabin is daunting. If the search is taken out of
search and rescue, survivability increases dramatically.
In addition to notification, nature of distress and location, the watchstander will
maintain communications to monitor the
situation as it develops and will also request
additional information that will better enable
us to provide the appropriate assets and personnel to best assist you. Knowing a description of your vessel ensures we have the correct
target; knowing the number of persons on
board ensures all persons are accounted for;
and being aware of any existing medical conditions will prepare the rescue crew to provide
appropriate level of emergency first aid.
Working together we can make this a safe
and enjoyable boating season.
SEMPER PARATUS!
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Finding Her “Sweet Spot” by Caterpillar’s Bill Hallman
Many owners of high speed yachts spend a substantial part
of their time cruising on plane, sometimes
covering long distances. Experienced owners
know their boat’s optimum performance speed
varies with the weight of the boat and can be
significantly affected by sea and weather conditions and that cruising at a boat’s “sweet spot” requires
varying amounts of power from the boat’s engines.
To ensure optimum engine performance and life, each
engine manufacturer also has it’s own recommendations
or suggestions for cruising. Caterpillar, for example, recommends a cruise speed of 200 RPM or more off rated speed
because we want you to…..

GET THE MOST FROM YOUR ENGINE

A maximum power rating is specified for every
marine diesel engine. Running at WOT (Wide Open
Throttle) is fine for short periods of time to get somewhere fast, to outrun a storm, or just to demonstrate your
boat’s maximum performance. However, diesel engines
for planing hull boats are not designed for continuous
wide open throttle operation. Engines for planing hulls
are meticulously designed to provide the largest amount
of power possible per pound of engine weight, consistent
with reliability and durability needs. To obtain the best
performance and engine life from your boat, you need
to know how to manage the engine power so your use
of that power will meet your speed needs while ensuring
long engine life.

UNDERSTANDING OPERATING TERMS

Following are explanations of some of the technical
details pertaining to engine operation and how their use
affects engine life and fuel consumption.
Wide Open Throttle
WOT operation should be limited to short periods of
time such as acceleration to on-plane and other limited
time duration situations where it is essential to use all the
power the engine can deliver.

Operating at WOT up to eight percent
of the total time or up to 30 minutes a day is
generally acceptable; however, WOT operation is best limited to short periods of time
(five to 15 minutes).
“Maximum Cruise” Operation
Most manufacturers would agree that
“maximum cruise” should be 200 rpm under
the maximum rated engine speed.
This means you would run an engine
rated at 2800 rpm at 200 rpm less or 2600
rpm, or one rated at 2300 rpm at 2100 rpm.
For a typical pleasure boat power train and a
diesel engine fitted with a fixed ratio gear box
driving a fixed pitch prop, this would result
in a speed reduction of only seven percent;
however, the power load on the engine would
be reduced by 15 to 20 percent or about 80 to
85 percent of maximum load.
Maximum Continuous Cruise Operation
For extended cruising for long periods
of time, Caterpillar recommends operation
at 300rpm (2300 rpm engines) to 400rpm
23
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(2800 rpm engines) off maximum speed. This
reduces your speed by only 14 percent but
the power load on your engine is reduced by
30 to 40 percent, or about 60 to 70 percent of
maximum load.
For many boats, the on-plane “sweet spot”
is close to the rated speed minus 400 rpm.
Cruising at 200 rpm off rated speed provides “maximum cruise” speed and reduces
the load on your engine considerably, thereby
reducing fuel consumption. You will see a 26
percent reduction in fuel consumption compared to operation at rated power.
However, for operation at 400 rpm on
2800 rpm engines, under rated power or at
“maximum continuous cruise”, you will find
not only a satisfactory boat speed, but compounded benefits of lower noise, less engine
wear, longer engine life, and a reduction in fuel
consumption by more than 40 percent. Now

you can go the distance without refueling. “Maximum
continuous cruise” speed is very close to the continuous
power and engine speed limit of an engine in a commercial application run continuously at full load and speed.
Some manufacturers recommend alternate speed
reductions for their “maximum cruise” and “maximum
continuous cruise” speeds, so it is important to use the
recommendations of your engine manufacturer. Please
keep in mind, the reduction in rpm we are referring to
assumes your engines are turning at the engine’s “rated”
rpm. (2800 in mid-ranges; 3126 & C7 and 2300 on 3196,
C-12, C-18, C-30 and C-32) If you are not turning full
rpm, reduce your cruise rpm accordingly.
In summary, using your engine conservatively by limiting WOT operation as much as possible and running at
or near the recommended “maximum continuous cruise”
speed for extended cruising will make a very worthwhile
contribution to your total satisfaction with your boat and
it’s engines.

Overviews of Each Event and...
Schedules, Points & Prizes, Calcuttas and Rules
For 2006 our schedule includes nine
action-packed events.
First up is the South Jersey/American Striper Association Spring Striper
Tournament. Since November striper events
are always a good time, the ASA asked us to
do one in the spring and we are now in our
5th year. Information on this event and the
American Striper Association can be found at
www.fishasa.com.
We kick off the offshore season with the
26th Annual Shark Tournament - the Ultimate in Competitive Shark Fishing. With
total prize money exceeding $225,000 last
year, this is the one shark event that you don’t
want to miss.
Tuna and billfish make their presence
known in July, during which the annual
Viking/Ocean Showdown (otherwise known
as the War Offshore) takes place. Viking Yacht
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owners go up against Ocean Yacht owners for five days of
fishing, fun and family - and bragging rights!
Right after the Showdown comes the Albemarle / Cabo
Scramble. This new event will have an offshore and inshore
division and is open to any Albemarle or Cabo owner.
Following the Scramble is the Mid-Atlantic Tuna
Tournament. This is a trolling and/or chunking event
with a “fish two of three days” format which will enable
tuna anglers with all sized boats to compete. Taking place
during prime tuna time, this event is open to those who
enjoy trolling and/or chunking for the genus Thunnus.
Participants will fish two of three available days (captains’
choice) and will have the option of either trolling, chunking or both. Prizes will be awarded by species: yellowfin
(including bigeye) and bluefin. This event is structured
to include boats of all sizes and can be entered at various
financial levels. Entry into added skill levels will substantially increase winnings. If chasing tuna is your forte,
then you won’t want to miss what promises to be tuna
fishing’s premier event.

The Mid-Atlantic Ladies Charity Billfish Release
Tournament takes place just prior to the Mid-Atlantic $500,000. This event is strictly for lady anglers who
compete for their favorite charities as well as individual
awards. It’s simply a great time for great causes.
Next up is the Mid-Atlantic $500,000 where boats
compete for well over a million dollars in a week-long
contest. Known as big-game sportfishing’s “Main Event,”
the Mid-Atlantic is one of the richest marlin and tuna
tournaments in the world. (Boat for boat it is the richest!)
It has become the gathering place for big game anglers
from as far away as Australia who come to enjoy the
competition, camaraderie and ambience.
The last big-game opportunity of the season takes
place in September. Called the “Last Blast” it will be a
gentlemen’s, all-release, billfish-only event. September
has historically been an excellent month for marlin, so
there’s no doubt we’ll have a great time.
Our very successful Big Bass Tournament, produced
in conjunction with the American Striper Association,

will take place again during the first week
in November. Historically, this is when the
big ones bite which always makes this event
popular among anglers.
As a rule, we structure our events to be
more than an exciting few days of competitive fishing. We take great pride in promoting
conservation, sportsmanship and camaraderie, which in turn assures you and your crew
of a great time on and off the boat. In addition, South Jersey Tournaments is known for
giving you more bang for your tournament
buck than any other on the East Coast. This
year will be no exception.
We hope you’ll consider joining us in
Cape May in 2006 to help us celebrate our
26th tournament season and enjoy some of
the best tournament fishing around.
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With 216 boats entered in the Silver Anniversary edition, our 2005 Shark Tournament
was easily our biggest event in terms of vessels
entered, and our 2006 Shark Tournament has
every indication of attracting an even larger
entry field. The very large number of participants reflects the demographic; shark fishing
is popular throughout almost the entire spectrum of sports fishermen.
Every Shark Tournament commences
with a Thursday evening Captain’s meeting
and reception under the tent at the Canyon
Club. Captains receive an information kit
complete with enclosures from our sponsors.
A reunion of old and new friends, the Captains’ Meeting provides a perfect opportunity
for everyone to “get in the mood.”
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After two full days of fishing on Friday and Saturday,
the tent is alive with stories, bragging and hungry (not to
mention thirsty) anglers. A full buffet dinner, live entertainment and plenty of beer are furnished on both nights.
Assuming day two goes off as planned, the awards and
prize money are also distributed on Saturday. (Sunday is
the alternate fishing day).
If you enjoy fishing for makos and blues, then you will
certainly enjoy this event. The fishing is usually “turned
on”, the competitive atmosphere exciting and the dockside hospitality second to none!
The entry fee is $450.00 per boat and entitles you to all
dockside activities as well as eligibility for tournament prizes.
We expect a large turnout again this year, so make
your reservations early to guarantee your spot.
You won’t want to miss it!

$450 per boat
Entry Fee includes activity tickets for 5 participants
(additional tickets can be purchased
at the Captains’ Meeting.)
Please include Entry Fee and Dockage with Entry Form.

Participants who pay their Entry Fee prior to June 1 will
be eligible for a “Free Entry Drawing” which will be held
at the Captains’ Meeting. The lucky winner will receive a
full refund of their $450 Entry Fee - enter early!

Thursday, June 8
6:00 PM • Late Registration - Canyon Club
7:30 PM Sharp • Captains’ Meeting - Canyon Club
Friday, June 9
7:00 AM • Depart Inlet
9:30 AM - 4:30 PM • Fishing
6:30 PM • Dockside Dining, Live Music - Canyon Club
Saturday, June 10
7:00 AM • Depart Inlet
9:30 AM - 4:30 PM • Fishing
6:30 PM • Dockside Dining, Live Music, Awards Canyon Club
Sunday, June 11 • Alternate

The minimum weight for all sharks
in this tournament is 200 lbs.
Heaviest Shark - Any Species • $3,000
2nd Heaviest Shark - Any Species • $1,500
3rd Heaviest Shark - Any Species • $1,000
Heaviest Mako • $3,000
2nd Heaviest Mako • $1,500
3rd Heaviest Mako • $1,000
Heaviest Mako Day 1 • $1,000
Heaviest Mako Day 2 • $1,000
Heaviest Blue • $2,000
TOTAL • $15,000

Valuable trophies will be awarded for:
Most Points Blue • Most Points Mako
Most Points Overall
200 points per Blue Released
200 points per Mako Released
1 pt. per lb. for boated Blues or Makos equal
to or over min. weight.
In the event of a tie in a points category, the
winner shall be the first boat reaching the
winning point accumulation.

29

The following information describes the various “Calcutta” levels that are available for those who wish
to indulge.
All Calcuttas are additional opportunities to win. Remember, Calcutta prize money is separate from
tournament proceeds and you are under no obligation to enter any of these additional levels. It is strictly
your option and you may enter as many as you wish or none at all. 95% of Calcutta entries will be paid
out. To be eligible for Calcutta prizes, fish must be caught according to tournament rules and meet the
tournament’s minimum weight standards.
Percentages listed are of total purse within each Calcutta. Good Luck!

Entry Fee - $300
Covers the following categories
for the tournament overall
Heaviest Shark • 20% 2nd Heaviest Shark • 15%
Heaviest Mako • 25% 2nd Heaviest Mako • 15%
Heaviest Blue • 15% 2nd Heaviest Blue • 10%

DAILY DOUBLE
Entry Fee - $200
Covers the following categories
for Day 1 and Day 2
Heaviest Shark Day 1 • 12.5%
Heaviest Shark Day 2 • 12.5%
Heaviest Mako Day 1 • 25%
Heaviest Mako Day 2 • 25%
Heaviest Blue Day 1 • 12.5%
Heaviest Blue Day 2 • 12.5%
MAKO MANIA JACKPOT
Entry Fee - $1,000
Covers the Mako category only
for the tournament overall
Heaviest Mako • 60%
2nd Heaviest Mako • 40%

Available to all participants at no additional fee.
$50,000 will be awarded to the first angler who lands a
New Jersey State Record Mako or Blue.
Note: The winning fish must be caught according to tournament
rules. Only one prize will be awarded. The winning fish, angler and
crew of the Monster Shark Bonus will be subject to catch verification procedures which may include polygragh examination of the
angler and crew.

NJ State Record Mako Shark • 856 lbs., caught 1994*
NJ State Record Blue Shark • 366 lbs., caught 1996*
*Records current as of 11/9/2005

Overall Calcutta

In the event that no qualifying 2nd place fish is caught, the prize
money will go to the 1st place fish in that category. In the event that no
fish is caught in a particular category, the prize money for that category
will be equally divided among the winners of the other categories.

Daily Double

In the event that no fish is caught in a particular category, the prize
money for that category will be equally divided among the winners
of the other categories for that day.

Mako Mania Jackpot

In the event that no qualifying 2nd place fish is caught, the prize
money will go to the 1st place fish. In the event that no qualifying
fish are caught at all, the entries will be returned.

A limited number of slips will be available at South Jersey Marina and the Canyon Club for the Shark Tournament.
Transient rates are $2.95 per foot, per day (electric included) X 4 days minimum. (June 8-11.) To reserve a slip for the
Tournament, call now:609-884-2400.
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1. Registration is by boat rather than by angler. Each boat will be assigned an official
tournament number for identification purposes.
2. All boats must sail from and return through Cape May Inlet.
3. Boundaries for the tournament will be 60 nautical miles from the Cape May Sea Buoy.
4. Fishing, Day 1 and Day 2 - No boat may leave the inlet before 7:00 AM. Fishing and
chumming begin at 9:30 AM.
5. The beginning and end of the fishing day will be announced by a committee boat. No
lines of any kind are permitted overboard before starting time.
6. Moves during the day should be accomplished with care for established slicks.
Boats passing through competitors’ slicks within 300 yards may be subject to
disqualification.
7. I.G.F.A. equipment and angling regulations apply except that fish may be shot with
gun or bangstick after they have been wired. The use of mammal blood or flesh is
prohibited.
8. No more than 5 lines may be fished from any boat, regardless of number of anglers.
9. Fishing will be on each scheduled day unless cancelled by the weather committee by
9:30 AM. Only one day need be fished for the tournament to be considered official.
10. All fish boated or released must be reported to a committee boat at the time of the catch.
11. Fishing ends at 4:30 PM on each fishing day. Any fish hooked prior to the deadline
may be played until boated or released, provided that said fish is reported hooked (to
a committee boat) before the deadline.

12. All eligible fish must be available for weigh-in at South Jersey Marina by 7:30 PM on
each fishing day. Weights will be rounded to the nearest pound. Franctional weights
will be rounded to the nearest pound. Weigh-in begins at 3:30 PM.
13. For release points to count, boats must be dockside by the weigh-in deadlines and
submit a Daily Catch Report by 8:30 PM.
14. In the event of a tie in any category, the prize money will be equally split between
those tying.
15. In the event that any category is not won at all, that prize money will be equally
divided among the winners of the other categories with the exception of the unwon
prize money for daily heaviest Mako.
16. In the event that there is not a qualifying Mako caught on Day 1, the daily prize money
will go to the heaviest qualifying Mako of Day 2. If there are no qualifying Makos
caught, the prize money for the daily heaviest Mako will go to the heaviest shark.
17. In the event of boat disability, contestants may transfer to another boat not entered
in the tournament, and may fish in the name of the original.
18. Any protests must be presented to the tournament directors on the day of the alleged
infraction. The directors and the weighmaster shall serve as judges in such cases and
their decision shall be final.
19. For the purpose of identification, a porbeagle will be considered a mako.
20. In order to be eligible for awards, prizes and Calcuttas, fish must be caught legally
under all state and federal regulations.
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July 12-16
Best described as a rendezvous with some serious fishing thrown
in, the annual Showdown is a friendly and fun competition
between these two manufacturers to determine annual bragging rights. Team members will be the guests of their respective
manufacturers and are treated to nightly dinners, cocktail parties
and other activities, all adding up to four great days of fishing and
fun for owners, crew and family. Numerous vendors of both Ocean and Viking contribute to the event and
many are on hand along with factory representatives to answer questions about their products.
The Showdown is open to all Ocean and Viking owners
but space is limited. If you are interested in being a member
of your respective manufacturer’s team, contact Bob Glover
at (609) 884-2400 to reserve your spot. (A modest entry fee
will be determined by the manufacturer’s.)

SCHEDULE

All activities associated with the Showdown
will take place at Canyon Club Resort Marina
Wednesday, July 12, 2006
4:00 p.m. - ?
Registration, Cocktail Reception and
Captains’ Meeting, Under the Big-Top
Thursday, July 13, 2006
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. • Fish Day
7:30 p.m. - ? • Dockside Dining
Entertainment Under the Big-Top
Friday, July 14, 2006
1:00 p.m. - ?
Lay Day & Pina Colada Pool Party
Saturday, July 15, 2006
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. • Fish Day
7:30 p.m. - ? • Dockside Dining
Entertainment, Awards Ceremony
Under the Big-Top
Sunday, July 16, 2006
Alternate
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AWARDS
Team Award - Winner Take All
Most points accumulated in
White Marlin, Blue Marlin and Tuna Division
Individual Awards
Most points White Marlin (Boat award)
100 points per release
Most points Blue Marlin (Boat award)
300 points per release
Most points Tuna (Boat award) 1/2 point per pound,
50 lbs. or over (any weight can win Heaviest Tuna Prize)
Most points overall (High boat award)
Heaviest Tuna (Angler award)
Heaviest Dolphin (Angler award)
Heaviest Wahoo (Angler award)
Top Lady Angler (Most points)
Top Junior Angler (Most points)

Rules & Regulations

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

All boats must sail from and return to Cape May Inlet.
Boats are not permitted to clear the Cape May Inlet prior to 4:30 a.m.
Fishing will be on each scheduled day unless cancelled by weather committee by 6:30 a.m.
No lines of any kind may be put into the water until starting time is announced by a committee boat. Starting time shall be 8:30 a.m.
Boats may fish any number of lines or teasers.
All billfish released must be reported to a committee boat when caught, giving boat number. The committee boat will respond and give time of catch. Tuna
boated over 50 lbs. should also be reported.
This tournament is a trolling tournament. Hook-ups accomplished with no headway are permissible if they occur at a time when baits settle while fighting
another fish. The use of live bait or stopping and casting or pitching to tailing fish or fish balling bait is not permissible.
For release purposes, a fish will be considered caught when the mate grabs the leader, or the swivel touches the rod tip.
Fishing ends at 3:00 p.m. Any fish hooked prior to the deadline may be played until boated or released, provided that the hook-up was confirmed by a committee
boat before the deadline.
All fish to be weighed must be brought to the official weigh station at Canyon Club Resort Marina. Fish must be available for weigh-in by 8:00 p.m. aboard the boat
on which they were caught or they will be disqualified. Releases will also be disqualified if the boat reporting the release is not dockside by the weigh-in deadline.
All fish weights will be rounded off to the nearest pound. Fractional weights will be rounded to the nearest pound.
In the event of a tie, the winner will be the first boat or team to reach the winning point accumulation.
Any protests must be presented to the tournament directors on the day of the alleged infraction. The directors and the weigh master shall serve as judges in such
cases and their decision shall be final.
In the event of boat disability, contestants may transfer to another boat not entered in the tournament, and may fish under the name of the original.
Only one day need be fished for the tournament to be considered official and prizes to be awarded.
I.G.F.A. all tackle rules shall apply.
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After the invasion of sharks and shark
fishermen, the MID-ATLANTIC TUNA
tournament offers a change of pace. Taking
place during prime tuna time, this exciting
event is open to those who enjoy trolling and/
or chunking for the genus Thunnus. Participants will fish 2 of 3 available days (captains’
choice) and will have the option of either trolling, chunking or both. Prizes will be awarded
for the following species: yellowfin (including
bigeye) and bluefin. This event is structured to
include boats of all sizes and can be entered at
various financial levels. Entry into added skill
levels will substantially increase winnings.
With over a quarter of a million dollars in
prize money usually available ($253,845.00 in
2005) dedicated tuna anglers come out in force
in the quest of their favorite big game fish.
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Now in its 5th year, the MID-ATLANTIC TUNA
TOURNAMENT continues to grow in terms of participation with 65 boats entered in 2005. Already, it is
considered a premier east coast event. The anglers are
determined and very well outfitted in terms of vessels and
equipment. It’s not at all unusual to see families attend
the activities and fish the event.
The Wednesday night Captain’s Meeting and reception is held under a 7200 square foot tent and includes
an open bar, and seafood furnished by the world famous
Lobster House Restaurant. During the meeting the Tournament Director reviews the rules, answers questions
and thanks everyone for their participation. The Captain’s
Meeting is a true “kick-off ” for a great event.
If chasing tuna is your forte, then you won’t want to
miss the East Coast’s premier tuna fishing event!
See you at the weigh station.
$750.00 on or before July 1st
$825.00 after July 1st
Entry fee includes Awards Party Tickets
for 5 participants. (Additional tickets can be purchased.)

Wednesday, July 19
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm • Captains’ Meeting
Canyon Club Resort Marina
Thursday, July 20
7:30 am - 3:30 pm • Available Fish Day
Friday, July 21
7:30 am - 3:30 pm • Available Fish Day
Saturday, July 22
7:30 am - 3:30 pm • Available Fish Day
8:00 pm • Awards Party and Presentation
Canyon Club Resort Marina
Eligible species for the Mid-Atlantic Tuna Tournament will be yellowfin (includes big eye) and bluefin. In
this event, big eye tuna will be considered yellowfin for
identification purposes and will be eligible as such in all
tournament and calcutta categories.

Heaviest Tuna (yellowfin or bluefin)
2nd Heaviest Tuna
Heaviest Yellowfin
2nd Heaviest Yellowfin
Heaviest Bluefin
2nd Heaviest Bluefin
Heaviest Stringer*
2nd Heaviest Stringer*
3rd Heaviest Stringer*

$5,000.00
$3,000.00
$4,000.00
$2,000.00
$4,000.00
$2,000.00
$2,500.00
$1,500.00
$1,000.00

The following information describes the
various additional entry levels (calcuttas) that
are available for those who wish to indulge.
Remember, calcutta prize money is separate
from tournament proceeds and you are under
no obligation to enter any of these additional
levels. It is strictly your option and you may
enter as many as you wish or none at all. 95%
of calcutta entries will be paid out. To be eligible for calcutta prizes, fish must be caught
according to tournament rules. (Percentages
listed are of total purse within each calcutta.)
Good luck!
$300.00
Heaviest Tuna of the tournament • 50%
2nd Heaviest Tuna of the tournament • 30%
3rd Heaviest Tuna of the tournament • 20%
$600.00
Heaviest Tuna Thursday
Heaviest Tuna Friday
Heaviest Tuna Saturday
Daily purses will depend on the number of
boats fishing each day. Your entry in this calcutta will only be added to the daily purse of
the two days that you fish (50% each day.)

Total* $25,000.00

*A Stringer is a boat’s heaviest three fish (yellowfin, including big
eye and/or bluefin) for the tournament. No more than three fish
from each boat will be weighed per eligible fishing day. $25,000
tournament prize money is based on the entry of 100 boats.
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$1,000.00
Heaviest 3 fish of the tournament • 45%
2nd Heaviest 3 fish of the tournament • 25%
3rd Heaviest 3 fish of the tournament • 15%
4th Heaviest 3 fish of the tournament • 10%
5th Heaviest 3 fish of the tournament • 5%
$2,000.00
Heaviest Yellowfin of the tournament • 60%
2nd Heaviest Yellowfin of the tournament • 40%

Note: Any unwon prize money in the any calcuttas
will be equally divided among the winning places within
each calcutta. In the Daily Calcutta, if no qualifying fish is
caught on any fish day, the unwon prize money for that day
will be equally divided between the other fish days.
A limited number of slips will be available at South
Jersey Marina and the Canyon Club for this event. Transient rates are $2.95 per foot, per day (electric included)
X 4 days minimum (July 19-22.) To reserve a slip for the
Tournament, call now: 609-884-2400

$2,000.00
Heaviest Bluefin of the tournament • 60%
2nd Heaviest Bluefin of the tournament • 40%

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
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Registration is by boat rather than by angler. Each boat will be assigned an official tournament number for identification purposes.
All boats must sail from and return to Cape May Inlet, except that boats with no fish to be weighed may return to home port after their last day of fishing.
There are three (3) available fishing days for the tournament. Fishing days for boats entered will be any two (2) of the available three (3) days, captains’ choice; no weather committee. The crew members of each individual boat will be solely responsible for the decision as to which days to fish. The Mid-Atlantic Tuna Tournament assumes no liability or
responsibility for any damage or loss.
Each boat must pick one NON-FISHING DAY by submitting the official Lay Day Form prior to 10:00 a.m. on the day selected. Said form must be physically delivered by a member of
the boat’s crew to the dockmaster in the ships’ store at either Canyon Club Marina or South Jersey Marina. The boat must be dockside when the lay day is declared. Any boat not
submitting the proper form by the 10:00 a.m. deadline will be automatically assumed to be fishing on that day. Boats may not fish on lay days. Boats with mechanical problems or
other emergencies may use lay days to arrive late to the tournament so long as it is with the advance permission of the Tournament Directors and they conform with all other rules.
Boundaries for the tournament will be 125 nautical miles from the Cape May Sea Buoy.
Boats are not permitted to clear the Cape May Sea Buoy prior to 4:30 a.m.
No lines, bait or chum may be put into the water until starting time is announced by a Committee Boat. Starting time is 7:30 a.m.
IGFA Equipment and Angling regulations apply with the following exceptions: A) No harpoons, dart gaffs or greensticks;
B) Spreader bars are permitted.
There is no limit on the number of lines or teasers.
All tuna boated over 75 lbs. should be reported to a Committee Boat at the time of the catch.
Fishing ends each day at 3:30 p.m. Any fish hooked prior to the deadline may be played until boated or released, provided that said fish is reported hooked (to a Committee Boat)
before the deadline.
All eligible fish must be available for weigh-in at South Jersey Marina by 8 p.m. aboard the boat on which they were caught or they will be disqualified. NO EXCEPTIONS. No fish will
be weighed prior to 5 p.m.
All fish weights will be rounded off to the nearest pound. Fractional weights will be rounded to the nearest pound.
No more than 3 fish will be weighed from any one boat on any fishing day. Participants will be given tags which must be securely attached to each fish prior to being weighed and
must include boat name and number.
In the event of a tie in the cash prize categories, the prize money will be equally divided among those tying.
Only one day need be fished for the tournament to be considered official and prizes to be awarded.
In the event of boat disability, contestants may transfer to another boat not entered in the tournament and may fish in the name of the original. In the event of a disability while
fighting a fish, the angler may NOT switch to another boat nor can anyone from another boat come aboard to assist in fighting or boating the fish.
Any protests may be submitted only by an official tournament registrant and must be submitted in writing on the day of the alleged infraction. The Tournament Directors shall serve
as judges in such cases and their decision shall be final.
All fish eligible for cash prizes may be subject to examination by the Tournament Directors, consulting biologists and/or Tory Meter, should there be any question as to the “freshness”
of the catch. It shall be the responsibility of the participant to keep all eligible catches in suitable and proper condition until weigh-in. In the event of any disputes arising from such
examination, the decision of the Tournament Directors shall be final. Polygraph examination may be required of winning crews.

July 26-29 ~ Albemarle vs Cabo... Let the Battle Begin
We are pleased to announce the first ever Albemarle
vs. Cabo fishing tournament, the Albemarle/Cabo Scramble which will take place July 26-30, 2006 at South Jersey
Marina in Cape May, NJ. Since Albemarle and Cabo
owners are hard-charging fishing men and women, we
thought it was time to bring everyone together to have
some fun and determine bragging rights!
The tournament will kick-off on Wednesday, July 26
with a Captains Meeting to get everyone organized and
team spirit pumping. Thursday, July 27 and Saturday, July
29 will be the fish days. Friday, July 28 will be a scheduled
“lay day” with an on-site brunch and morning seminars
by industry pros pertaining to your boat and its equipment. (Friday may also be used as an alternate fish day
depending on weather). Cape May is all about charm
and hospitality and was recently named one of the Top
Five Tournament Towns in the USA by Marlin Magazine
(January, 2006 issue), so they’ll be lots to do when you’re

Prize Categories
Offshore Division
Most Points Overall • Most Points White Marlin
Most Points Blue Marlin • Most Points Tuna
Most Points Lady Angler • Most Points Jr Angler
Heaviest Tuna • Heaviest Dolphin
Heaviest Wahoo
Inshore Division
Heaviest Flounder • Heaviest Sea Bass
Heaviest Bluefish • Heaviest Weakfish
Most Points Overall
Most Points Lady Angler • Most Points Jr Angler

Sponsored By

not out slamming the fish! Naturally, you can
count on our famous South Jersey dockside
dinner parties and good fun as well.
Participation will only be limited by available slip space at the host marina. The plan is
to dock everyone together to keep the competitive atmosphere interesting and fun.
There are a lot of Albemarles and Cabos out
there and we expect interest to be high. There
will be both inshore and offshore divisions, so
boat size or experience won’t be a factor. If you
want to be a part of this exciting event, fill out
the included entry form and send it in ASAP,
and dockage space will be held for you.
All of us at Albemarle, Cabo and South
Jersey Tournaments are working to make this
an exciting and outstanding event. Meanwhile, get your crew together and enthusiasm
up – it’s going to be a great time!

Schedule

Wednesday, July 26
Times to follow
Thursday, July 27
Times to follow
		
		
Friday, July 28
		
Times to follow
		
Saturday, July 29
Times to follow
		
		
		

Captains’ Meeting
Depart Inlet
Fishing
Dockside Dining, Live Music
Scheduled Lay Day
Onsite Brunch
and Morning Seminars
Depart Inlet
Fishing
Dockside Dining, Live Music
& Awards Ceremony
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August 17-20 ~ Fishing to Benefit Others
Could there be a better way to usher in the
“BIG-GAME” (The Mid-Atlantic $500,000)
than with a Catch & Release Tournament for
Ladies only? We don’t think so, and neither
do our lady anglers. Once again, they came
through with big catches, big points and even
bigger dollars for their respective charities.
Designed to be fun event, there is challenge
for the experienced angler as well as the relative
novice, and the competition is very real. After
all, the ladies are fishing for more than points
and pride, they’re fishing to benefit others.
The Event commences with coffee and
pastries “under-the-tent” at South Jersey
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Marina on Thursday night. Like all Captains’ Meetings,
this provides an opportunity for the ladies to renew old
friendships while making new ones, as well as reviewing the
rules and Event agenda. Since this is a fish one of two days
format, ample time is built into the schedule for visiting
the beach, touring Cape May or getting in a round of golf.
The Event concludes with a Sunday morning
awards brunch. This year the ladies were treated to a
splendid meal and excellent service furnished by the
Event sponsor, CONGRESS HALL, a local historic
hotel. All in all, the excellent fishing, camaraderie,
outstanding brunch and the dollars raised for
charity always make this event one to remember.

FULL WEIGH-IN AT
BOTH PORTS
2006

Now in its 15th year, the Mid-Atlantic $500,000 continues
to be one of the most popular events in big game sportfishing.
With purses well over one million dollars each year, this event
brings together true sportsmen who enjoy the competitive
aspect of the sport as well as the camaraderie resulting from it.

We’re continually looking to improve the event and enhance our participants’ experience. In 2003 we opened up Ocean City, MD as a second port from which to sail and it
was met with great enthusiasm. Continuing with our commitment to making Ocean
City an integral part of this event, we instituted a full weigh-in at Sunset Marina last year.
Boats can sail from OCMD and return there to weigh their entire catch. The weigh-ins
are visually linked via computer and broadcast media which keeps everyone informed
as things happen. This has added an exciting, new dimension to the Mid-Atlantic.
As always, you can count on the MA500 becoming bigger and better each year, while maintaining the competitive, exciting, friendly and fun atmosphere that has made it such a popular event.
We hope you will join us this year to experience one of the best times in big game sport fishing.
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Sunday, August 20, 2006
1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. • Registration,
Calcutta Entries,
Welcome Cocktail Party
4:30 p.m. • Captains’ Meeting
Cape May - Canyon Club Resort Marina
Ocean City, MD - Sunset Marina
Monday, August 21, 2006
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. • Available Fish Day
Tuesday, August 22, 2006
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. • Available Fish Day
Wednesday, August 23, 2006
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. • Available Fish Day
Thursday, August 24, 2006
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. • Available Fish Day
Friday, August 25, 2006
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. • Available Fish Day
7:30 p.m. - ? • Dockside Dining,
Entertainment and Awards Ceremony
Cape May
Dockside dining and entertainment will take
place as scheduled by each port’s host marina.
Cape May, NJ - Canyon Club Resort Marina
Ocean City, MD - Sunset Marina
Premier Sponsors

Premier Engine Sponsor

Primary Host Marinas
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HEAVIEST WHITE MARLIN • $100,000
2ND HEAVIEST WHITE MARLIN • $50,000
3RD HEAVIEST WHITE MARLIN • $25,000
HEAVIEST BLUE MARLIN • $100,000
2ND HEAVIEST BLUE MARLIN • $50,000
3RD HEAVIEST BLUE MARLIN • $25,000
HEAVIEST TUNA • $75,000
2ND HEAVIEST TUNA • $35,000
3RD HEAVIEST TUNA • $20,000
HEAVIEST DOLPHIN •$10,000
HEAVIEST WAHOO • $10,000

TOTAL $500,000

$500,000 prize money based on an entry of 125 boats
(For complete calcutta information go to www.ma500.com)

Valuable trophies will be awarded to the winners
of the following categories:
Most Points White Marlin
2nd Most Points White Marlin
3rd Most Points White Marlin
Most Points Blue Marlin
2nd Most Points Blue Marlin
3rd Most Points Blue Marlin
Most Points Tuna
2nd Most Points Tuna
3rd Most Points Tuna
Most Points Overall
(Both Marlin & Tuna Points Qualify)
Exhibiting Sponsors
Big Game Fishing Journal
Pt. Pleasant, NJ
Christi Insurance
Glenside, PA
The Fisherman
Pt. Pleasant, NJ
Fraser-Volpe
Warminster, PA
Guy Harvey
Cayman Islands
Mack Boring & Parts
Union, NJ
MAN Engines & Components
South Plainfield, NJ
Midlantic Gold Rush
Brielle, NJ

Offshore Financial
Bay Head, NJ
Penn Reels
Philadelphia, PA
PipeTowers, Inc.
Avalon, NJ
Pompanette
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Ransome Engine /
Caterpillar Distributor
Hammonton, NJ
Rolex / Bernie Robbins Jewelers
Somers Pt., NJ
Salt Water Sportsman
Boston, MA
Underwater Lights
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

White Marlin - 75 points per release

1 point per pound for fish equal to or over the minimum weight

Blue Marlin - 150 points per release

1/2 point per pound for fish equal to or over the minimum weight

Tuna - 1/2 point per pound

1/2 point per pound for fish equal to or over the minimum weight

The minimum weight limits to win cash in the
Mid-Atlantic $500,000 are as follows:
White Marlin - 60 pounds • Blue Marlin - 400 pounds
Tuna - 50 pounds
Dolphin, Wahoo - No minimum weight

South Jersey Tournaments will not be responsible for any fine
or penalty incurred by any angler who boats a billfish or tuna which
does not meet the Federal and/or State size limit requirements or
other restrictions. It is the responsibility of the angler to be aware
of current Federal and/or State regulations regarding the catching
and/or boating of the various species of fish eligible in this tournament. Fish which do not meet the Federal and/or State size limit
requirements will not be eligible for prizes, regardless of weight.

In the Event that:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Species eligible for cash prizes in the tuna category shall be limited to
yellowfin (Allison), big eye, and longfin (true albacore).
No bluefin, bonito, skipjack, etc.

5.

Federal law prohibits the boating of billfish
under the following size limits:

6.

White Marlin - 66 inches • Blue Marlin - 99 inches

7.

These limits apply to the lower jaw-fork length (tip of the lower jaw to the fork
of the tail) of the fish. A billfish under the minimum size must be released by cutting
the line near the hook without removing the fish from the water.
Under no circumstances may a fish not meeting the Federal and/or State minimum size limits, regardless of weight, be boated and/or brought back to the dock.

8.

Less than three (3) qualifying fish are taken in any
category, the unwon prize money will be proportionally divided among the winners in that category.
No qualifying white marlin is taken, the unwon prize money will be equally divided
among the winners of the blue marlin category.
No qualifying blue marlin is taken, the unwon
prize money will be equally divided among
the winners in the white marlin category.
No qualifying white or blue marlin is taken,
the unwon prize money will be equally divided among the winners in the tuna category.
No qualifying tuna is taken, the unwon prize money will be equally divided
among the winners in the marlin categories.
No wahoo is taken, the unwon prize money
will go to the heaviest dolphin and vice versa.
No wahoo or dolphin are taken, the unwon prize
money will be equally divided among all winners.
No qualifying billfish or tuna is taken, the unwon prize money will be distributed categorically by a drawing among all participating boats.

1. Registration is by boat rather than by angler. The Directors reserve the right to decline the entry of any boat or crew.
2. Each registrant must designate their choice of Official Inlets; Cape May, NJ or Ocean City, MD. Boats must sail from and return to their designated inlet. Primary Host Marinas for this event are Canyon Club Marina, Cape May & Sunset Marina, Ocean City, MD.
3. There are five (5) available fishing days for the tournament. Fishing days for boats entered will be any three (3) of the available five (5) days, captains’ choice; no weather committee. The crew members of each individual boat will be solely responsible for the
decision as to which days to fish. The Mid-Atlantic $500,000 assumes no liability or responsibility  or any damage or loss.
4. Each boat must pick two NON-FISHING DAYS by submitting the official Lay Day Form prior to 11:00 a.m. on the days selected. Said forms must be physically delivered by a member of the boat’s crew to the dockmaster’s office at one of the Host Marinas. The
boat must be dockside when the lay day is declared. Any boat not submitting the proper form by the 11:00 a.m. deadline will be automatically assumed to be fishing on that day. Boats may not fish on lay days. Boats with mechanical problems or other
emergencies may use lay days to arrive late to the tournament so long as it is with the advance permission of the Tournament Directors and they conform with all other rules.
5. Boundaries for the tournament will be 125 nautical miles from the Cape May Sea Buoy.
6. Boats are not permitted to clear the sea buoy at their designated inlet prior to 4:30 a.m.
7. No lines of any kind may be put into the water until starting time is announced by a Committee Boat. Starting time is 8:30 a.m.
8. I.G.F.A. equipment and angling rules apply with the following exceptions: A) A fish may be hooked by anyone other than the angler provided the rod is immediately transferred to the angler after hook up. From that time on, the angler must fight the fish
alone until boated or released; B) Live baiting is not permitted; C) Harpoons, dartgaffs or greensticks are not permitted.
9. There is no limit on the number of lines or teasers.
10. All billfish boated or released must be reported to a Committee Boat at the time of the catch. Tuna over 100 lbs. should also be reported.
11. For release purposes, a fish will be considered caught when the mate grabs the leader or the swivel touches the tip of the rod.
12. Fishing ends each day at 3:30 p.m. Any fish hooked prior to the deadline may be played until boated or released, provided that said fish is reported hooked (to a Committee Boat) before the deadline.
13. All boats must return to their designated port for weigh-in. Canyon Club Resort Marina is the official weigh-in location for Cape May, NJ. Sunset Marina is the official weigh-in  location for Ocean City, MD.
14. All eligible fish must be available for weigh-in by 9:00 p.m. aboard the boat on which they were caught or they will be disqualified. NO EXCEPTIONS. No fish will be weighed prior to 5:00 p.m.
15. All fish weights will be rounded off to the nearest lb. Fractional weights will be rounded to the nearest pound.
16. In order to be eligible for release prizes, signed Catch Reports must be filed at the weigh station or one of the Host Marinas after each day of fishing prior to the 9 p.m. weigh-in deadline.
17. In the event of a tie in the cash prize categories, the prize money will be equally divided among those tying.
18. In the event of a tie in the point category, the winner shall be the first boat reaching the winning point accumulation.
19. Only one day need be fished for the tournament to be considered official and prizes to be awarded.
20. In the event of boat disability, contestants may transfer to another boat not entered in the tournament and may fish in the name of the original. In the event of a disability while fighting a fish, the angler may NOT switch to another boat nor can anyone from
another boat come aboard to assist in fighting or boating the fish.
21. Any protests may be submitted only by an official tournament registrant and must be submitted in writing on the day of the alleged infraction. The Tournament Directors shall serve as judges in such cases and their decision shall be final.
22. All fish eligible for cash prizes may be subject to examination by the Tournament Directors, consulting biologists and/or Tory Meter, should there be any question as to the “freshness” of the catch. It shall be the responsibility of the participant to keep all eligible
catches in suitable and proper condition until weigh-in. In the event of any disputes arising from such examination, the decision of the Tournament Directors shall be final. Polygraph examination may be required of winning crews.
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September 21-24
It is no secret that September has historically been
the best month for white marlin fishing in Cape Mayproviding the weather cooperates. With that being said,
there is always a group that doesn’t want to let this “bite”
go by without taking a shot at it. This year, we’ll be inviting anyone and everyone who wants to take a “Last Blast”
at the fish to come to Cape May and compete in an old

fashioned South Jersey style event. “The Last
Blast” will be a gentleman’s all release tournament with a two day fishing format. Naturally,
we’ll be partying dockside after each day offshore to socialize and celebrate this awesome
time of year before these billfish head south.

November 3-5 ~ Presented by South Jersey Marina and the ASA
Together with the ASA, we are building this event
to become one of the best striper tourneys on the East
Coast. If you are not familiar with the ASA, you should
be. They are the only organization specifically representing the striped bass angler. Their Tournament Trail, which
this event is a part of, offers anglers not only numerous

opportunities to compete, but opportunities to enjoy this sport on a pro level. Check
out their website: www.fishasa.com for complete tournament details and schedule. In the
meantime, make your plans now to enjoy
some excellent fishing and competition.
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BIG BASS OPEN RULES ~ (As developed by and for the American Striper Association)
Only Striped Bass/Rockfish (Morone Saxatillis) to apply

A. Line
1. Monofilament, braided, lead core, and wire lines may be used.
B. Leader
1. The use of a leader is not required. If one is used, it must meet the following specifications:  The length of any
leader shall be limited to 15 feet (4.57 meters).  The length of the leader is the overall length including any
lure, hook arrangement or other device. The leader must be connected to the line with a snap, knot, splice,
swivel or other device.
2. Holding or entangling devices are prohibited.
3. There are no regulations regarding the material or strength of the leader.
C. Rods
1. Rods must comply with sporting ethics and customs.
Considerable latitude is allowed in the choice of rod, but rods giving the angler an unfair advantage will be disqualified. This rule is intended to eliminate the use of unconventional rods.
2. The rod tip must be a minimum of 40 inches (101.6 cm) in length. The rod butt cannot exceed 27 inches (68.58
cm) in length. These measurements must be made from a point directly beneath the center of the reel. A
curved butt is measured in a straight line. (The above measurements do not apply to surf casting rods.)
D. Reels
1. Reels must comply with sporting ethics and customs.
2. Power driven reels of any kind are prohibited. This includes motor, hydraulic, or electrically driven reels, and
any device which gives the angler an unfair advantage. Special compensation for physically impaired persons
will be given upon request.
3. Ratchet handle reels are prohibited.
4. Reels designed to be cranked with both hands at the same time are prohibited.
E. Hooks and Lures
1. When using an artificial lire with a skirt or trailing material, no more than two single hooks may be attached
to the line, leader, or trace. The hooks need not be attached separately. The eye of the hooks must be no less
than an overall hook’s length (the overall length of the largest hook used) apart and no more than 12 inches
(30.48 cm) apart. The only exception is that the point of one hook may be passed through the eye of the other
hook. The trailing hook may not extend more than a hook’s length beyond the skirt of the lure.
2. Gang or treble hooks are permitted when attached to plugs and other artificial lures that are specifically designed for this use. Gang hooks must be free swinging and shall be limited to a maximum of three hooks
(either single, double, or treble, or a combination of any three). Teasers such as jig heads with skirts may be
used in front of live bait rigs or attached to the front of an eel. If they have a hook attached the hook must be
imbedded in the bait fish.
3. State and Local Regulations apply where applicable.
F. Other Equipment
1. Fighting chairs may not have mechanically propelled devices which aid the angler when fighting a fish.
2. Gaffs and nets used to boat or land a fish must not exceed eight (8) feet in overall length. In using a flying
or detachable gaff the rope may not exceed 30 feet (9.14 meters). The gaff rope must be measured from the
point where it is secured to the detachable head to the other end of the rope. Only the effective length will be
considered. If a fixed head gaff is used, the same limitations shall apply and the gaff rope shall be measured
from the same location on the gaff hook. Only a single hook is permitted on any gaff. Harpoon or lance attachments are prohibited. Tail ropes are limited to 30 feet (9.14 meters).
3. Floats are prohibited with the exception of any flotation device attached to the fishing line or leader for the
sole purpose of regulating the depth of the bait. The flotation device must not in any way hamper the fighting
ability of the fish.
4. Entangling devices, either with or without a hook attached are prohibited and may not be used for any purpose include baiting, hooking, fighting, or landing of the fish.
5. Outrigger, downriggers, and kites are permitted to be used provided that the actual fishing line is attached
with a snap or release device, either directly or with some other material. The leader or double line may not be
connected to the release mechanism either directly or with the use of a connecting device.
6. Safety line may be attached to the rod provided it does not in any way assist the angler in fighting the fish.
Angling Regulations
1. A harness may be attached to the reel or rod, but not to the fighting chair. The harness may be replaced or
adjusted by a person other than the angler.
2. Use of a rod belt or waist gimbal is permitted.
3. When angling from a boat, once the leader is brought within the grasp of the mate, or the end of the leader is
wound to the rod tip, more than one person is permitted to hold the leader.
4. One or more gaffer may be used in addition to persons holding the leader.
5. The angling and equipment regulations shall apply until the fish is weighed.
Any of the following will disqualify a catch:
1. Failure to comply with equipment or angling regulations.
2. Handling or using a handle or rope attached in any manner to the angler’s line or leader for the purpose of
holding or lifting the fish.
3. Shooting, harpooning, or lancing any fish at any stage of the catch.
4. Chumming with or using the flesh, blood, skin, or any part of mammals other than hair or pork rind used in
lures designed for trolling or casting.
5. Using a boat or device to beach or drive fish into shallow water in order to deprive the fish of its normal ability
to swim.
6. Changing the rod or reel while the fish is being played.
7. Splicing, removing, or adding to the line while the fish is being played.
8. Intentionally foul hooking a fish.
9. Using a size or kind of bait that is illegal to possess.
10. Attaching the angler’s line or leader to part of a boat or other object for the purpose of holding or lifting the fish.
11. If a fish escapes before gaffing or netting and is recaptured by any method other than outlined in the angling rules.
12. Mutilation to the fish, prior to landing or boating the catch, caused by sharks, other fish, mammals, or pro-

pellers that remove or penetrate the flesh. (Injuries caused by leader or line, scratches, old healed scars or
regeneration deformities are not disqualifying injuries.)
General Tournament Rules
1. Any Striped Bass/Rockfish caught and presented at a tournament scale for tournament participation must be
fit for human consumption. Please ice your fish properly. (Fish bags are recommended)
2. If the tournament does not collect your catch, you are responsible for disposing of same properly.
3. In the event of identical weights, the first fish weighed shall be declared the winner. On a two day event the
tie is broken on the second days fish.
4. After check-out, two or more boats congregating (close enough to pass fish) or touch land or a dock other than
the weigh-in dock will be disqualified from tournament competition. The only exception is in the case of life
threatening emergency.
5. ASA officials and/or tournament representatives (rules committee members) reserved the right to inspect all
boats entered in competition at any time.
6. All protests concerning the determination of the tournament winners shall be made to the tournament rules
committee in writing, and shall be accompanied by a $100 cash deposit. All protests must be made not later
than 30 minutes after the last fish has been weighed each day of the competition. If the protest is upheld, the
$100 will be returned: otherwise, the $100 cash deposit becomes the property of the tournament.
7. Any Tournament sponsor, ASA executive or their employees entering the tournament in compliance with the
tournament rules are eligible for any and all prizes.
8. Winning anglers may be requested to submit to and successfully pass a polygraph test and/or sign an affidavit prior to being presented any prize. This must be done in a timely fashion. Failure to submit to the test
automatically revokes all claims to any prize won.
9. All hooks must be removed from all fish prior to bringing the fish to the scale.
10. No fish less than 28” fork length will be accepted.
11. All ASA potential record Striped Bass caught in tournament competition must be caught by a single angler and
who must be as ASA competition member. The competitor must strike, play, and bring the striper to within
gaffing or netting range on his or her own accord. No other person on the boat may touch the rod, reel or line
at any time once the fish has struck the bait.
In order for the fish to qualify as a new record:
a) The fish must be weighed on an ASA certified scale.
b) The fish must exceed the old record by .30 (3 tenths) of a pound.
c) There must be at least one other person on the boat to certify that all rules were adhered to.
d) Two members on the boat including the angler must, if requested, submit to and pass a polygraph test if
prizes are given for this award.
12. All boats must have an operational 25 Watt VHF radio on board.
13. All boats are responsible for getting their fish to the weigh station under their own power and on the boat that
caught the fish.
14. Captains and their crews are responsible for following all local, state, and federal fishing and boating laws.
15. The ASA reserves the right to refuse entry to any person or persons.
16. Participants in tournaments should scan channel 16 along with the tournament channel to keep abreast of
any marine warnings issued by the U.S. Coast Guard. Weather warnings should be heeded and captains should
seek safe port.
17. Payment of the entry fee into a tournament constitutes a representation by each entrant that he or she has
read and understands the tournament rules and will abide by such rules and that the decisions of the tournament’s committees and personnel.
18. All tournaments are captains’ choice tournaments. It is up to the participating captain to determine whether
his or her craft is sea-worthy for existing sea conditions. The captain is responsible for all members of his crew
both on and off the ocean.
19. Eligible Fish Species: Striped Bass/Rockfish.
20. Captains’ Meetings: Friday Evening: 8 PM, Registration 5 PM to 6 PM. Cash Bar.
21. Awards: Approximately 45 minutes after the last fish is weighed on Sunday afternoon.
22. In the interest of junior and/or lady anglers and to encourage more family participation, any person on the boat
may pick up the rod and strike the fish, then the rod can be passed to another angler. During the actual fight the
rod can be passed again. Be sure to read rule 11 as it differs from this rule as it applies to records fish.
23. Refunds: In the event of a natural disaster or act of God cancels a tournament, every effort will be made to reschedule. Of that is an impossibility - 70% of all tournament fees and 100% of all Calcutta’s will be returned.
24. Fishing Hours: Boats may leave from any port, but must return by the boat that you entered in the tournament
to the weigh station. Lines In: 7 AM Saturday and Sunday mornings. Scales open 3 PM Saturday, 1 PM Sunday.
All ASA tournaments are time events. All boats must return on their own power and be past an assigned check
point by 5 PM on Saturday and 3 PM on Sunday. A tournament director must be able to see your boat by the
cutoff time. (You may be asked to call in your boat number once you are in line to weigh in.) Scales will open
at 3 PM on Saturday and at 1 PM on Sunday. Boats will be asked to line up in single file. As each boat comes to
the dock, their fish must be ready to be unloaded. All members of the team will gather together on the boat
for photo opportunities, then one member of the team will take the fish to the scale. The boat will then move
away from the dock and pick up his crew member after their fish is weighted at a designated pick-up point
which will be announced at the captains’ meeting.
25. One Day Constitutes a tournament.
26. The Largest fish by weight wins.
27. In the event of a breakdown, boats may be substituted only after consulting with a tournament/ASA official.
28. See ASA angling rules for proper equipment, ASA general membership Rules, and Code of Conduct also applies.
29. Each boat is allowed to weigh only one fish per day. If you weigh on Saturday and your Sunday catch does not
exceed your first day fish’s weight, Saturday’s fish will count.
30. Additional rules and/or regulations shall be clarified at the captains’ meeting.
31. Any prize winner or winners must be prepared to submit and pass a polygraph test prior to receiving any/or all
prizes. The results of the test will be final.
32. ASA reserved the right to refuse association membership and tournament participation to any person.
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A Short Q & A with Rick Weber
John Graves has been a constant at the Mid-Atlantic $500,000 since its inception in 1992. In addition
to being a world class fisheries biologist, he sits on both the multi-national ICCAT delegation and the
domestic Fisheries Advisory Panels. From this unique perspective he shared a few opinions during a brief
interview during a break between trips.
States has done its part to reduce
fishing mortality; it’s time to put
the heat on other countries.
How can the average angler
help?
I guess the axiom, “Think
globally, Act locally” applies
here. For the international perspective, I encourage anglers
to let their representatives
know that overfishing by other
nations is a major concern. A
little more political will would
help the U.S. at ICCAT. On the
local level, anglers can minimize
their impact on billfish stocks by
Overall, what is your mood regarding U.S. simply using circle hooks. Billfish caught on circle hooks
marlin fishing?
have much higher survival rates than those caught on
I guess I’m guardedly optimistic. While traditional J-hooks. It’s that simple.
stocks of marlin are still overfished on an What fact or figure do you wish more fishermen knew?
Atlantic-wide basis, fishing pressure in the
I wish more fishermen realized how easy circle hooks
western North Atlantic has dropped some. are to use and how much of a difference their use can
We’re seeing good numbers of fish in our make to the survival of released billfish.
waters and if countries keep releasing all live Finally, what are you working on in the lab these days?
billfish from pelagic longline gear, I would
One of the more interesting things we are studying
expect the situation to improve.
is the “Hatchet Marlin”. Most anglers consider them just
In the next year, what do you see as the biggest full grown white marlin, but they appear to be slightly difthreat to offshore big game fishing?
ferent genetically. Now we are trying to determine what
I know that many anglers are worried that is causing those changes, whether they are a cross-breed,
possible NMFS restrictions or a re-evalua- a separate breeding population, or something more. The
tion of white marlin for an ESA listing pose samples we gather at the tournaments this year will be
a big threat to offshore fishing. I’m hoping important steps in that research.
that US fishery managers will act responsibly
John Graves
and not restrict recreational offshore fishing.
Chair, Department of Fisheries Science
Clearly, the biggest threat to offshore fishing
Virginia Institute of Marine Science
is overfishing by other nations. The United
College of William and Mary
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By Canyon Club General Manager, Mike Weber
You may think that the staff at the Canyon
Club Marina gets a nice relaxing break during
the winter months. Thankfully, that’s not the
case as our staff has been busy overseeing some
very exciting changes and additions for the
2006 boating season.
We have instituted
many facility-wide
improvements
that will create an
even better boating
environment and
experience for our
slipholders
and
homeowners. First
on the agenda was
the continuation of
the improvements
to our service
department
that
began last year with
the purchase of an 80 ton travel lift and the
construction of a new lift well. This winter
we are building a completely new, state of the
art service facility that will allow us to better
and more efficiently fulfill your service needs.
This building will house all the shops, a
service office, an electronics office and a complete parts department. We should be moving
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in during June or July and hopefully be finished by the
Mid-Atlantic $500,000 tournament in August. It is our
intention that this will become your no-hassle, one-stop
center for service work, parts purchases and electronics
outfitting. The old service building will be demolished
to make room for
additional condominium units. We
are currently marketing these units,
as well as, another
water-front building next to the
pool with a scheduled completion of
summer 2007.
Next is the ongoing construction
of our new administration complex
that is centrally
located at the head of ‘B’ dock. Some of the features to be
included in this project are a 3 story office building including accounting and administrative offices, a yacht sales
office and a condominium sales office. More importantly
for slipholders the first floor will have a new ship store
which will stock, among other items, the most popular
boat maintenance products and Canyon Club Resort
clothing. Rounding out the rest of the first floor will be
new bathroom, shower and laundry
facilities. However, the center piece
of this complex has to be the new
2000 square foot marina pool featuring a 60’ long infinity edge and
several waterfalls. Surrounding the
pool will be a 4000 square foot paver
deck and landscaping as beautiful
as the rest of the property. It will be
the perfect place for you and your
family to relax and unwind after a
busy boating day.

Underwater Lights, Very Cool... and Darn Useful Too! ~ by Jeff Merrill
They say the neon lights are bright on Broadway but if you’ve walked the docks at South Jersey Marina
or Canyon Club recently you no doubt have seen another version of the “Great White Way.” Underwater
lights have become the latest craze in the boating industry and everybody’s gotta have ‘em whether they
own a small center console, mid-sized cruiser, fully rigged canyon battlewagon or an ultra-luxurious megayacht. Initially a popular option on motor yachts, underwater
lights have literally become standard equipment
now for new boat buyers as well as a
popular after market addition
for those looking to add
illumination to their existing craft regardless of size,
style, or hull material.
Underwater Lights USA
manufactures and distributes
the most popular underwater
light on the market under the
Sea Vision brand and has seen their
business grow beyond the exclusive superyacht market. “We began producing lights
for steel-hulled mega-yachts eight years ago
and about five or six years ago we expanded
into the fiberglass hull marketplace,” says
Brett Crawford, Sales Manager for Underwater Lights USA. “Now we see our lights on
everything from small runabouts to 300-foot
mega-yachts,” noting Sea Vision lights can be
installed
on any
size or
type boat
of
any
hull material as
long as
the vessel has a generator or battery power.
“People see them and they like the way they
light up the boat whether tied up at the marina,
at anchor or when cruising,” Sea Vision lights
can be used at any speed while the boat is
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underway. “Our underwater camera also makes a great
addition to our lights and many of our customers install
both and feed the video stream to a television in the salon
or a stateroom,” he says. “It’s great entertainment for the
kids as well as being educational since they can learn to
identify different species of fish and other marine life,” he
added.
While Sea Vision lights offer a warm glow to the water
around and under the vessel, they also are a functional
piece of equipment as well. “Some boat owners not only
like them for the decorative illumination they provide
around and under their boat, but also for the light they
provide when fishing,” notes Crawford. “At the dock or
at anchor in the river, bay or harbor, people enjoy watching fish behind and under the boat but anglers fishing at
night find them useful too. Our Sea Vision lights remove
the blind spots caused by traditional spreaders lights
mounted on hardtops and towers of sportfishing boats.
The lights not only attract baitfish to the boat but also
help illuminate the area behind the transom so gaffing
fish at night is a lot easier.”
Sea Vision offers four different models to choose

from and although the vessel must be hauled from the
water for initial installation, any maintenance, including
changing the bulb, can be done from within the hull while
the vessel is in the water. All models are constructed
of marine-grade bronze and are designed to be flushmounted through-hull or transom. Each model features
a borosilicate glass lens that not only offers greater clarity
and can handle extreme pressure and heat but also will
not blacken or crack like other types of lens material. The
top-of-the-line SV10 model offers the largest aperture to
provide maximum light output from the 150 watt HID
metal halide lamp and is designed for vessels with 110230 volt AC power including large cruisers, motor yachts
and sportfishing boats. The SV19 utilizes a 50 watt HID
xenon lamp and 50 watt ballast and is
the brightest 12-volt DC light available and is ideal for mid-sized boats,
which lack AC power. The SV20 features a 35-watt xenon lamp and a 12 or
24-volt ballast and is suitable for boats
with 12 or 24-volt DC power supply
while the light-duty SV16 utilizes a
durable halogen lamp with 12 or 24 volt
DC power and should be installed on
smaller boats for the occasional light
user. The light beam length depends
on the model used and water clarity
and ranges from 10 to 100 feet while
lamp life also varies by model and ex-

pected bulb life is 500 to 6000 hours.
The completely waterproof SV27 underwater camera features an aluminum
housing and can be installed in any of
the underwater light housings. The
unit can be used with steel, aluminum
or fiberglass hulls and offers a broadcast-quality image with 470 color lines
of resolution and can be used with 110
volt AC or 12 volt DC power. Underwater images from the camera can
be fed to any number of monitors or
plasma screens throughout the vessel.
All models of Sea vision underwater
lights carry a two-year warranty from
the date of purchase on all parts and
materials, except bulbs, while the underwater
camera comes with a three-year warranty.
Down the road, Crawford notes Sea
Vision lights will be available with blue or
green filters in two different shades of each
and an underwater strobe light is also in the
works as well.
If you’re in the market for a new boat or
just want to light up the life of your existing
craft, contact the Sales or Service Departments
at South Jersey Marina or Canyon Club for
information on all Sea Vision products. No
doubt there’s a Sea Vision model underwater
light that fits your needs.
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“Fishiest” Ocean Configurations Since June, 2005 ~ by Capt. Len Belcaro
Want to know when and where to make that run to the shelf?
Don’t check last season’s logbook; the dates in it are as useful as last
years lottery numbers. Look to the ocean and especially the position of the Gulf Stream and its eddies, spurs and filaments to let
you know when it’s time to pack the boat, gather up the crew, and
shove-off for the shelf. Gulf Stream interaction will either make
or break the offshore fishing here in the Northeast. Seasons that
are Gulf Stream “free” have historically provided tough fishing
while years that contain an abundance of warm eddies, filaments
and Gulf Stream spurs have offered up some of the most memorable canyon moments for many a crew. This article is a tale of
two years; 2005, a difficult canyon fishing year, and the beginning
of the 2006 season, which has already provided ocean configurations that just may give us a season to remember.

2005 ~ The Demise of a Warm Eddy

The beginning of June 2005 had Northeast big game
anglers suffering from severe cabin fever waiting for a
monstrous warm eddy located at the 1000-fathom curve
of the Veatch /Hydrographers Canyon area to start its
move westward along the continental shelf. Similar to the
sun causing a bloom in a garden during springtime, here
in the Northeast, the warm waters of the Gulf Stream in
the form of warm eddies will trigger a huge dinner bell. A
phytoplankton bloom will develop on the leading edge as
the eddy pushes westward into the cold northeast canyons.
Phytoplankton is the start of the food chain which are
quickly followed by zooplankton, then baitfish, along with
the predators that eventually will show up for a meal.
The eddy was a large one with a diameter of 60 to 70
miles, its northern edge already was creating large temperature breaks along the continental shelf. “Early season” was
on the minds of most all canyon fishermen as they watched
this swirling mass pull warm Gulf Stream water north along
its western edge into their favorite “fishin’ holes.”
Monitoring satellite images of the ocean, I too became
excited at what I saw and the possibility of an excellent
June bite developing for my ocean temperature chart
customers.
It was mid-June, 2005 when I observed the Gulf
Stream begin to belly north toward the base of the warm

June 23, 2005

eddy. About five or six years previously, I
observed a very similar sequence of events
in this region. A large eddy also located in
the Veatch/ Hydrographer Canyon area was
completely absorbed when the Gulf Stream
pushed north touching the base of the eddy. I
was beginning to worry that the same scenario
just may occur again wiping out our “great
blue hope” for the coming 2005 season.
The last image I captured of the 2005 eddy
before cloud cover moved into the Northeast
I could see the Stream continuing to push
toward the north and about to make contact
with the eddy. Clouds obscured the ocean
surface for five days. The next available image
was a shocker; the warm eddy we all were
anticipating had completely vanished and
the Gulf Stream was pushing back toward the
south. It took the Stream five days to suck in
this 60 mile in diameter, 2000 feet deep eddy
dashing the early season hopes of many a
canyon angler.
Warm eddies are formed on the north side
of the Gulf Stream. The Stream will create a
loop (please see diagrams at bottom) that will
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eventually pinch off and separate from the Gulf Stream
flow. These circular bodies
of water are contained by the
continental shelf as they move
westward then southwest
eventually being absorbed
back into the Gulf Stream
somewhere between the Toms
and the Norfolk Canyon.
Because the waters of the
Gulf Stream with its eddies,
filaments and spurs is heavily
saliniated and does not mix March 12, 2006
readily with surrounding coastal, shelf, and
slope waters, it creates many different types of
bait-amassing structure every offshore fisherman searches for. It provides areas of rapid
temperature change, color change, and current
rips where baitfish will stack up. Couple these
forms of structure with well-defined bottom
contour and you will soon find large concentrations of bait. Once you find the bait, stick
with it--the game fish will soon follow.
The 2005 canyon fishing season was a hit
or miss situation for most crews that made
the trek to the shelf. With the absorption of
the only warm eddy of the season in June, the
clearly defined edges we search for were difficult to locate and the bait along with the game
fish we seek were scattered along the shelf.
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2006 The Birth
of a Warm Eddy

In early March of 2006, the
coming canyon fishing season
looked as if it would mimic the
difficult fishing we experienced
during the previous season.
Looking toward the east, satellite
images showed a lack of westward
moving warm eddies in, near
or beyond the far-east canyons.
Without Gulf Stream interaction,
a late, lack-luster season was a
prediction I was not going to
enjoy passing on to my subscribers.
March 12, 2006 satellite image showed a Gulf Stream
that was doing its normal meandering as it pushed toward
the east. The images captured during the latter portion of
March displayed a large loop that had formed in the Gulf
Stream that was pushing north toward the 1000-fathom
curve of the canyons south of New England. This piqued
my interest. I have never seen this before in the nearly
25 years I have spent studying satellite images, but It
appeared the Gulf Stream was in the first stages of creating a warm eddy right there in Veatch / Hydrographers
Canyon area.
The first April image we obtained of the region continued to show thermally dynamic water. With the loop
still making a push northward, cooler water to the south
of the forming eddy on both the east and west sides,
began a pinching process that would eventually break the
loop free of the Gulf Stream.
On April 16, the northern portion of the Gulf Stream
loop reached a position about 13 miles south of the 1000
fathom curve of Atlantis /Veatch Canyon area. At that

March 28, 2006

March 31, 2006

time, the loop was still attached to the Gulf Stream, but the
pinching process near the edge of the Stream continued as the
cool water on both the east and the west side were advancing
toward each other.
By April 20, satellite images showed the final changes in the
eddy formation process. The cool water to the south of the loop
had met pinching off the newly formed warm eddy from the Gulf
Stream. The eddy then pushed 20 miles to the north within four
days striking the 500 fathom curve of Atlantis /Veatch Canyon
area creating exactly the bait-amassing conditions we look for - a
temperature change from 48 to 72 degrees within a distance of
four miles that ran along the 500-fathom curve for over 60 miles.
By the first of May, warm 66-degree water has filtered into the
Middle Grounds west of the Fishtails of Block Canyon. The Hudson
Canyon tip at the time of this writing, remains a cold 47° to 50°,
but the leading edge of warm 65° water has already passed the
Babylon and Jones Valley and pushed into the bite of the Hudson
and is positioned at the 100 Square area (26100 / 43100), a location on the 100-fathom curve of the Hudson Canyon’s east wall.
Although the weather
has not yet cooperated,
reports are starting to
come in of large bluefin
hook ups being made by
a few hearty individuals
that have already been
working the edge.

In Conclusion

During
early
2005, the Gulf Stream
absorbed the only warm
April 20, 2006
eddy of the season in
Veatch / Hydrographers Canyon area just weeks before it could
offer up its “magic” to offshore fishermen from New England to
Virginia. During the very beginning of the 2006 season, and as if
the Gulf Stream wanted to make amends for what it did the year
before, gave us back a warm eddy in the same location it had
swallowed up the last one. With this huge body of Gulf Stream
water creating edges as it slowly pushes west along the continental shelf, offshore fishermen should have an easier task than the
previous season locating areas that hold large concentrations
of baitfish. Thanks to the Gulf Stream, the 2006 canyon fishing
season should be one to remember.

April 5, 2006
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Offset Stanchions Finally Come Into Their Own ~ by Peter Wright
For over 30 years now I have felt that BIG boats were
a definite handicap for serious heavy tackle anglers. I felt
so strongly about this that I would never have owned a
boat myself, or taken a long time job aboard any boat,
with a greater transom beam than that of an old 43 foot
Merritt.
That has all changed in the last year with a
new interpretation by the International Game Fishing Association
of one of their old rules. Some
skilled anglers and skippers
may disagree with my point of
view but most will agree whole
heartedly. Having had some
success fishing from big
boats does not prove anything.
Skilled anglers
with captains who were

expert at finding fish can be able to succeed in
spite of the handicap imposed upon them by
their big boat. They may have also have been
lucky, and in the right place at the right time,
when a hot bite was on. It is not a lack of
maneuverability that causes problems on the
new generation of over 60 foot sport fishing
boats. In fact, with the wide spread between
the props, and with the horsepower big boats
have these days, they handle pretty darn well.
Boats with pockets or tunnels maneuver even
better than boats without them. (This is true
IF and ONLY IF, the captain knows enough to
use his rudders and doesn’t try to fight a fish
with his rudders centered.) Then, of course,
there are bow thrusters. They are almost a
standard item on most larger, not even necessarily big boats. With a knowledgeable boat
handler at the helm maneuverability of
some of the largest new sportfishing boats
is better than that of many of the smaller
ones. It is, however, a FACT that being able to
clear the corners of the transom with the rod,
while it is bent under maximum drag, while
fighting a fish from the chair, when the fish is
straight up and down is essential for consistent success. The lack of this ability would
dictate that the boat be maneuvered away
from the fish at a time when doing so is the
exact opposite of what angler and crew are
trying to achieve. There can be no argument
about this. It is also a fact, based
upon
immutable laws of
physics, that
the longer
the effective
tip
section of a
fishing rod the
more pressure an
angler must be able to
sustain to maintain a given
amount of drag. This is basic, high
59

school, math and science. If an angler has to
use a longer than normal rod to be able to
clear the corners he or she has to endure a
greater pressure than does an angler with a
shorter rod. Using a longer rod to reach out
past the corners of a beamy boat is therefore
limited by what the angler can withstand.
The heavier the line class and drag setting, or
the smaller and more delicate the stature of
the angler, the less desirable it becomes to use
a long rod tip to clear the corner. This is especially true when teaching children to angle.
They soon discover that this is no longer fun
but something closer to torture! A “magic
number” for location of a chair in a boat with
a transom beam of no more than about 10
feet 6 inches is to position the chair amidships in the cockpit and 48 to 50 inches
forward of the innermost edge of the
transom covering board, or Carolina
style fish box, if the boat has one. This is
the minimum distance forward in the
cockpit that allows a mate to pass between the
chair and the stern and also allows the shortest standard rod tip to clear the transom’s
corners. One old way of overcoming the
problem is to move the chair to one side of
the center of the cockpit so it can clear at least
one corner of the transom. This is far better
than not being able to clear either corner but
still limits the captain’s ability to fight fish
with the boat. Captain Mike Benetiz, who was
profiled in the September, 2004 issue of
Marlin, used this setup for years and had
great success with it. However, he would be
the first to admit it was a simplistic “charter
boat” solution to a problem and not the ideal
way of doing things. A better solution is to
use an offset stanchion, also known as a
“goose neck” stanchion, to help an angler
have the rod clear the corners. All fighting chairs are designed to swivel on their
pedestal so the angler can be held in a
position where the line comes and goes
straight off the rod’s tip. In big game chairs
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with a footrest, a deckhand or stand by angler
has the critical job of
keeping the chair straight
toward the fish. Any
novice or delinquent
chair holder who
allows the slightest misalignment is soon
reminded to “keep
the damn chair
straight.” The goose
neck stanchion has
another degree of
free
movement
and, until now, has

been
an
awkward,
and
difficult to control
way to enable a
normal length
rod to clear the
corners. It has been
the best of a poor
group of choices
and has still more
problems in its
installation. Any
offset
stanchion
can be swung in an
arc so the chair

itself moves in an arc of a circle with a diameter twice the
amount of the offset, as well as swiveling around its
center. The position where the base of the stanchion is
mounted to the deck can be either forward or aft of the
chair itself. Basic high school geometry should make it
fairly obvious that having the base mounted closer to the
transom than the chair itself is a more efficient way to get
the center of the chair closer to the corner than having
the base forward of the chair. It baffles me why they do it,
but most offset stanchions I see on other boats are set up
in a way I consider backwards, with the base fastened to
the deck forward of the chair. In this configuration, as
soon as the chair is swung toward the necessary corner it
also begins to move away from the transom, resulting in
very little gain. It is possible to leave the chair locked tight
atop the pedestal (thus only having one degree of freedom
of movement) and only swivel around the base
mount, but the small amount of gain in
attempting to clear the corners is barely
worth the effort and expense. Most big
boats either have no offset or have the
chair mounted so the base is forward of the
chair. These boats can not clear the corners and
are so severely handicapped in their attempts to
catch truly big fish that they can not compete
consistently with better equipped crews. What is
commonly known as a “reverse offset” can definitely allow a chair mounted angler to clear the corners
even on enormously wide boats, but is, at best, a pain in
the neck to control. The main problem is that the two
degrees of freedom are very hard to manage in any
amount of sea. The greater the amount of offset, the
more the leverage of the angler’s body weight wants
to swing the offset stanchion as the boat rolls or
pitches. Wide beamed boats with long offsets
are therefore especially handicapped in
rough weather -but are far better off
than boats whose anglers can not
clear the corners. Another problem
that must be avoided with reverse
offsets is that the footrest of the chair
can wind up trapping the mate(s) in
the corner. This occurs because the chair can
wind up much closer to the transom when it
is offset to the side than when it was centered.

This is a problem that can be farther complicated by incorporating a Carolina style fish
box in the middle of the transom, thereby
creating two potential traps for the wireman
or gaffman. Again this problem is most likely
to occur in rough weather when the chair can
get away from the poor sole who is trying to
hang on to it and bring it to its selected position. NOW it is a whole new ball game. IGFA
rule I-1 will still be interpreted to mean that
no mechanical device can be used to reduce
the strain on an angler or assist the angler in
pumping or reeling. However, the IGFA will
now issue a letter to any boat builder or chair
maker, stating that the use of a mechanical
device will henceforth be allowed to move a
chair-as long as it is only used to change the
position of a normal fighting chair and does
not aid the angler in a way that reduces the
effort or technique required to fight a fish. I
have recently checked with several of the best
known and highly respected manufacturers
of big game fighting chairs. Even though some
the companies mentioned below had not been
made aware of the change in the IGFA’s interpretation of rule I-1, they were all already
working on some device to move the fighting
chair to allow anglers in big boats to clear the
corners. This is a farther indication of the
importance of being able to clear the corners
when angling from a chair. Side bar “Stand
Up” The world’s greatest stand up anglers, the
ones who know how to put the most drag on
a given line class, prefer flexible rod tips on
short specialized “stand up rods”. A deeply
bent rod tip lowers the effective length of the
rod and therefore lowers the strain on an
angler for a given drag setting. The combination of using a short rod, and having it bend
radically, can allow an angler to only have to
support a small fraction of the pressure a long,
stiff, rod would generate against the angler.
Since stand up anglers can scuttle around a
cockpit, having a large transom beam and a
short rod is not the handicap for them it is for
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chair mounted anglers who must remain in
the chair, but can easily withstand higher drag
settings than any stand up angler can maintain. Heavy tackle anglers in a chair must
NOT have an easy to bend tip section or they
will never clear the corners unless the overall
length is ridiculously exaggerated. Coping
with changes Many boat builders, including
most of the best production and custom yards,
take into consideration the mounting of a
large fighting chair when designing their
boats. They are going to have to adapt to the
change in the interpretation to IGFA rule ( I1) in several ways. The strain the leverage of
the deck plate of a heavy tackle chair transfers
to the cockpit deck is savage. A man of up to
300 pounds weight, with a fighting harness
and a drag setting of 100 pounds, standing up
with his feet braced against a foot rest could
be placing a combined strain of around 800

Maybe you’ll win a gift certificate, courtesy of South
Jersey Tournaments
This year’s photo contest will award three (3) $250 gift
certificates, one in each of three categories:
1. ACTION SHOTS are just that! Hook-ups, jumping,
clean releases, gaffing, etc.
2. CANDIDS or crews at work and play. This could be
something funny, embarrassing or noteworthy. If
something is worth remembering to you, then share
it with us.
3. SCENIC... Sun, moon, stars, weather, seas, land or a
combination thereof.
Don’t know where your shot fits? Send it anyway.
We’ll place it in the most appropriate category for you.

There’s more... An additional $250 gift certificate
may be awarded if a submitted photograph is selected
for the cover of the 2007 issue of On The Rip

Rules & Disclaimers:

• Judging will be conducted by a four-person panel selected by South Jersey
• All photos must be submitted by September 15, 2006
• Photos must be submitted to South Jersey Tournament/Marketing as hard
copy, digital or original print from film.
• Submitting photos for multiple categories is acceptable. • All photos submitted become ethe property of South Jersey Tournaments
• Questions should be directed to Director of Marketing, South Jersey Marina
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pounds on the footrest. Since the footrest protrudes over
three feet beyond the center of the chair this would mean
a torque of over 2,000 foot pounds. With an 18 inch offset
stanchion it would be a third greater again. As a result
chair manufacturers usually supply a backing plate to
allow the chair’s mounting plate to be through bolted to
the deck. Boat builders often laminate a metal plate into
the deck itself, especially if fuel tanks or other obstacles
to getting access to the deck make using the chair manufacturer’s backing plate impossible. To date the plates that
builders like Buddy Davis and Hatteras have laminated
into their decks have been designed to take non offset
stanchions or offsets with the stanchion mounted forward
of the chair. Now that mechanical drives for the offset
stanchions will become common they will have to allow
for both the stanchion and the drive mechanism of the
“reverse” offsets. Things like live wells, fuel tanks, and
steering gear will have to be taken into consideration
along with the necessary length of offset for bigger and
beamier boats.

by R. E. Heinley
Located at the tip of the 20 mile long peninsula with which it shares its name, Cape May
quite logically has a rich maritime heritage.
This location, in the middle of the Mid-Atlantic Region where the Delaware Bay meets the
Atlantic Ocean, has for over 300 years been the
prime attraction of Cape May be it for fishing,
or enjoying a day at the beach and in the surf.
Cape May’s relatively mild climate, caused by the
surrounding seas and a surprisingly southern
location nearly 50 miles below the MasonDixon Line at the latitude of Washington D.C.,
enhances its attractiveness for vacationers.
Long before Europeans came to the cape, the
Native Americans migrated here each summer
attracted by the same pleasant climate and
bountiful fishing that continues to be a major
draw for tourism today. Fishing and relaxing on
the beach are only parts of Cape May’s maritime
heritage which also includes whaling, pirate
tales, wartime adventures, yachting, and use of
the sea as the preferred luxury way to travel.
The first European settlers of Cape May were
whalers from New England and Long Island in
the latter part of the 1600’s. They settled at Town
Bank along the bay. They were Pilgrim descendents and their 35 families were the main local
residents here until the mid-20th Century when
they were joined by an ongoing flood of retirees.
Cape May County has the highest percentage
of Pilgrim descendants in the nation outside
New England. Soon these first permanent settlers found they could not sustain themselves by
whaling in the bay alone so they became fishermen, farmers, and Delaware Bay and River
pilots beginning a tradition among locals that
continues today.
Cape May has its tales of pirates and buried
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treasure. Captain Kidd and Blackbeard are said to have
prowled offshore and even come ashore for fresh water at
Cape May Point’s Lily Lake and to bury treasure. We do know
a black sheep son of the long time local Hand family served
with Blackbeard lending credibility to this pirate lore.
During the American Revolution and War of 1812
British warships and landing parties menaced Cape May as
well as the entire region. Here they came ashore for fresh
water and for cattle and other foodstuffs. One local legend
has patriots digging a mile-long ditch to foul Lily Lake with
seawater while another tells of a woman wisely preventing the firing of the local cannon at the British by placing
herself in front of it and refusing to move. One wonders
what destruction the return fire of the British ships might
have caused and just how ardent the local militia was for
battle if they opted not to move the lady aside.
While it hosted some summer visitors for fishing in
the late 1700’s and early 1800’s, Cape May’s first Golden
Age coincided with the Victorian Era (1837-1914). During
this period taking a summer seaside vacation, or “resorting” as the Victorians called it, became fashionable among
the newly rich middle class and newly richer upper class.
These folks had increased wealth and leisure time due to the
benefits of the concurrent Industrial Revolution. This same
industrialization made major cities less healthy to live in and
around, thus the need to resort to healthier locales. At the
same time ocean bathing became a fad. Cape May with its
mild climate, excellent beaches, and central location amid
Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York, made
it an ideal resorting destination. Soon the Victorians were
building “summer cottages” here in addition to large hotels.
Many still stand as attractions for modern tourists. Soon,
in addition to “bathing upon the strand” (swimming at the
beach) and “promenading the town” (walking around the

streets, beach, and boardwalk), the Victorians were enjoying
yachting and fishing trips “taking full advantage of the joys
of Neptune’s Realm.”
The preferred method of travel for most of the Victorian Era and before was by boat. Overland travel by coach
and later by the early railroads was arduous. Again Cape
May’s peninsular position made it an ideal destination for
first sailing ships and then steamboats. Passengers would
land on the bayside near today’s Sunset Beach and then take
a carriage or light rail line into Cape May. During the Victorian Era it was said that “everybody who was anybody came
to Cape May” and they came by boat.
It was during the
late Victorian Era, the
first decades of the 20th
Century, that the Cape
May Harbor of today
took form. Previous to
that time, ocean mariners
used the narrow Cold
Spring Inlet to come into
Cape Island Creek and the
main docks at Schellenger’s Landing, now the site
of South Jersey Marina. In the early 1900’s, in an effort to
boost Cape May’s declining tourist trade, a grandiose plan
was developed to turn the hitherto undeveloped east end of
the town into a resort for the super rich with a mammoth
luxury hotel, the estates for the wealthy, a yacht club and
golf club. To accommodate the yachts of the wealthy, a vast
new harbor was dredged out and the soil used as landfill to
make the marshland of eastern Cape May buildable. Two
huge jetties were built at the inlet to the harbor making Cold
Spring Inlet one of the safest on the coast. While the project
was a failure in the short term, these harbor improvements
would be a key to Cape May’s renowned prosperity later in
the century facilitating an extensive sportfishing and commercial fishing industry.
During both World Wars, Cape May’s new harbor
hosted a naval base. Between the wars it became a Coast
Guard base, with one of its main missions to halt the extensive “rum running” going on in the area during Prohibition.
The Cape May Canal, connecting the harbor with the Delaware Bay was built during World War II. Cape May played a
vital role in national defense as a guardian (along with Fort

Miles on Cape Henlopen) to the entrance to the
Delaware Bay and River. Part of the fortifications, from this era, remain in Cape May today
in the forms of a coastal artillery bunker near
the lighthouse and two associated battery fire
control towers.
Today Cape May is enjoying a second
Golden Age while maintaining its rich maritime
heritage. Home of the only U.S. Coast Guard
basic training facility in the nation, it continues
as one of the most popular resort destinations
on the Atlantic Coast. Since the mid-1900’s
it has become a leading
commercial fishing port,
ranking 5th in the nation
in a recent report. It was
also recently named one
of the top 5 sportfishing
spots in the nation. With
relatively easy access to
both offshore canyons
and the famed fish-rich
“Rips” where the bay and
river meet, it has been
a Mecca for party boats and sportfishing for
over a century. Today it has the largest and
best-equipped charter fleet in New Jersey. Its
numerous harbor-side marinas offer services
and amenities for boats and boaters of every
type. Ashore, visitors can relive the charms of
the Victorian Era via a variety of tours, historic
sites, and special events, and enjoy a rich variety
of shopping and fine dining. They can opt to
enjoy both ocean and back bay sightseeing
cruises. And there’s always swimming, surfing
and kayaking at the beach.
This year will mark the return of cruise line
ships to Cape May. They will be joining the fascinating variety of fishing, yachting, and other
pleasure craft in port here. As in the Victorian Era, it is again said that everybody who is
anybody is coming to Cape May and many are
again enjoying the pleasures of coming by boat,
sampling and savoring the rich maritime tradition of Cape May.
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Dining, Partying & Staying in Cape May
During this tournament season we hope to see you at one or more of our events. Many of you have already figured
out Cape May, but others will find yourself asking, “Where do I….?” This guide is intended to help you plan the
answers to those questions before you arrive.
“It’s late and my crew is hungry” You’re docked at South
Jersey Marina and you want to walk somewhere quickly and
get something to eat!
• Tony’s Pizza is across the street. Close, fast and good.
• Lucky Bones is across the street too. Fine dining or bar
food and plenty of beer on tap.
• The Lobster House is next door. In addition to the restaurant, there’s a “take-out”, fish market, a raw bar, the
schooner America, and the “Counter”.
• The C-View (bar) is a short walk, just cross the bridge into
town and bear left. Best wings and coldest beer in town.
“I’m at the Canyon Club (or South Jersey) and we don’t want
to walk anywhere!”
• Call High Roller or Cape May Taxi, anytime of day; see
the Dockmaster.
“Where’s the closest place to buy beer?”
• Cape May Liquor delivers
• Joe Canal’s delivers too!
“Breakfast, the crew wants breakfast!”
• You can’t get closer than Dock Mike’s
• Unless you walk across the street to Captain’s Cove
Restaurant
• Or the Counter at the Lobster House
• If you’re in town, try George’s Place at Beach & Perry for
the BEST creamed chipped beef, and Greek omelets.
“I’m bringing my wife this year and she doesn’t want to stay
on the boat with the crew”
• Contact Homestead, Chris Clemans or Joe Gilmartin’s
Century 21 Realty firms to rent a condo or house for the
week.
• The Buckingham, Summer Station and Macomber all
have ocean front locations.
• Congress Hall is convenient to shopping, beaches and
restaurants.
• Call Mindy at the Canyon Club and inquire about purchasing one of our new condos.
“Where am I going to get the money for that?”
• Sturdy Bank on Washington Street across from the
Post Office.
• Cape Savings Bank, too!
“Cape May is famous for fine dining. Give me some
examples.”
• You can walk to the Lobster House from South Jersey
Marina. Consistently fine dining and a variety of venues.

• Lucky Bones, across from South Jersey, combines the best
of the old Pelican Club with pizza and bison burgers.
• A local favorite, Godmothers’ at Sunset & Broadway for
the finest in northern Italian cuisine.
• Martini Beach on Beach Avenue (above Cabana’s)
for the view, but also for its tapas menu and the
finest martini’s in town.
• Union Park, across from the Convention Center, is a favorite with many of our fishermen for its truly unique fine
dining experience.
• The Black Duck on the way out to Sunset Beach for the
atmosphere, service and variety.
• 410 Bank Street. If you haven’t been there (most of our
tournament participants have)….it’s a must!
• A Ca Mia on the mall for lunch or dinner, and a
great local connection. The family participates with
you in the tournaments.
• George’s Place serves dinner in the summer. The owner
prepares your meals. Intimate and interesting.
• Two Mile Landing: Everything from cracking crabs on
brown paper to fine dining.
“We’re staying in town and we just want a drink and some
comfort food”
• Cabana’s on Beach Avenue, food, drink and live
entertainment.
• The Blue Pig Tavern in Congress Hall for great food and
classic atmosphere.
“My wife wants pampering and fine wines, how do I make
that happen?”
• Heather’s Hair Salon & Spa in town
• Serenity Day Spa, just off the island
• Cape May Winery on Townbank
“I need cigars and a haircut.”
• Up In Smoke, on West Perry Street
• John’s Barbershop, just past C-View on Washington
Street
“How about gear and bait?”
• The South Jersey Marina or Canyon Club Ship’s Stores are
well stocked, convenient and ready to serve you
• Jim’s Bait and Tackle - across the street from South
Jersey
“I ran a hook into my palm and my wife is sunburned.”
• Cape Urgent Care…and you can walk there from
either marina

Contact information and addresses is contained in this section. Remember, we did not choose these local advertisers, they chose you! If you haven’t found the answers to your questions, just ask.

67

A look at (and through) Image Stabilizing Binoculars ~ by Jeff Merrill
A Major League Baseball player who gets
a hit every third trip to the plate during his
career will most likely make it to Cooperstown. Likewise, hunters who take dead aim
at their targets with repeated accuracy can
harvest upland and big game consistently.
For those of us who spend time on the water,
good eyesight can often mean the difference
between a trip to the podium at the end of the
week or having to buy a round to toast your
buddy’s win at the next tournament awards
ceremony. Good eyesight is critical aboard
the boat whether you’re staring down a white
marlin on the left dredge or scanning the
horizon in an effort to get a bearing on a billfish cutting through a
school of bait.
The advan-

tage those on land have over those of us who
ply the offshore grounds is just that, they’re on
land and often the seas don’t cooperate for us
making it that much more difficult to distinguish what we see from what we may think we
see. Binoculars help but sporty sea conditions
can make it difficult to zoom in on a target.
Standing with hands secured to one’s side or
even sitting with elbows on the knees improves
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stability but it’s still a struggle to zero in on a target. That
is, until now. Welcome to the world of image-stabilizing
binoculars where at a touch of a button, what was once a
challenge is now quite simple. The days of targets bouncing around in the lens of binoculars like numbered balls
during a lottery drawing are a distant memory.
Fraser-Volpe pioneered the first generation of imagestabilizing binoculars and for over 35 years they have set
the standard for high-quality optical viewing devices.
Their M25 model was initially developed for the United
States Army though the Coast Guard, FBI, DEA, ATF and
numerous other local, state and federal agencies now also
utilize these high tech binoculars for everything from
surveillance work to rescues at sea. From this model,
Fraser-Volpe developed their entire product line, which
consists of 15 different models. Though it was quite a
few years in the making, it was only natural that
this same technology be made available to the
civilian sector and the Stedi-Eye Mariner,
Observer and Navigator models are
direct descendents of the M25
which is the only gyro-stabilized
binocular that is Type Classified Standard by the United
States Army. All are built to
the same standards and on
the same production line as
the M25.
What are image-stabilizing
binoculars? In simple generic terms,
they are a binocular with a built-in gyroscopically controlled optical stabilizer, which eliminates virtually all
hand movement and platform vibration. At the push of
a button a battery operated motor-driven gyro provides
instant stabilization of internal optics and, in the case of
Fraser-Volpe binoculars, the elimination of 98% of operator and boat vibration. The result is a rock steady image,
regardless of sea conditions or user movement. How valuable of a tool are they to offshore fishermen? “I don’t think
you realize how good they are until you use them,” says

Captain Jerry Lanzerotti of the Joanna, a 56’ Viking that
fishes the tournament circuit in New Jersey, Florida and
The Bahamas. “To be successful you have to be able to see
what’s going on around you. Image-stabilizing binoculars
offer a huge advantage over standard binoculars in that

they’re easy to use and also provide a stable view of targets
whether navigating or searching for fish,” Lanzerotti adds.
“When you zero in on something, you don’t lose it regardless of sea condition.,” West coast billfish anglers have
used them extensively in recent years and most tournament regulars won’t leave the dock without them. “All the
top boats on the west coast use them and most designate a
guy whose job is to do nothing but scan the surface looking
for tailers, birds or bait,” says Jeff Stolarz of Cardiff, California, a top mate who has worked the ‘pit on tournament
winning boats in The Bahamas, Florida, New Jersey, Costa
Rica and California. “When it comes to billfish, so much
of the fishing we do on the west coast is sight fishing,” he
says, adding most of the billfish caught there are seen as
tailers and then baited. “I’d say 90% of the billfish we catch
there are spotted with the glasses before we catch them,”
he adds. Lanzerotti agrees. “A lot of what we do in the
canyons off New Jersey, off Florida and even The Bahamas,
is directly related to what we see on the surface,” adding
that while water temperature and structure are critical,
spotting other indicators of gamefish is also a necessity.
“Having the ability to see schools of bait such as flying
fish or bonitos as well as weed lines, color changes, rips,
debris and birds near the surface gives you a tremendous
advantage. Being able to see all of these in sloppy seas as
if you were standing on solid ground is even better and

image-stabilizing binoculars such as the StediEye Mariner gives the user that capability,”
says Lanzerotti adding there’s another feature
as well. “You can also watch the guys around
you when they hook-up to see what’s going on
in their ’pit” he says with a grin.
While the technology to develop
image-stabilizing binoculars may seem
quite technical, operation of the unit
is very simple. Two detachable eyepieces adjust for individual focus and
eye spacing and the Stedi-Eye Mariner
also features an extremely generous field
of view of 74 meters at 1000 meters. In
other words, if the object viewed were
1000 meters away and in the middle of
the view of the binocular, you would be
able to see 37 meters to the left of the
object and 37 meters to the right of the
object. The unit is also completely sealed,
submersible and waterproof and will indeed
float if dropped overboard. Three magnification power choices are available including
10X, 12X and 14X and night vision eyepieces
can also be added.
Activating the viewing stabilization
feature of the Stedi-Eye Mariner is a threestep process. Push the green “Power” switch
and a green LED will illuminate signaling
the power is on. Next, wait approximately 30
seconds for the gyro motor to reach full speed.
Finally, press the “Stabilize” switch to activate
the stabilization. A red LED illuminates indicating the unit is operating in the stabilize
mode. The unit remains in this mode until
the push button switch is turned off.
Image-stabilizing binoculars provide a
clear, steady view for boat owners and offshore
anglers alike whether they’re scanning the
horizon for signs of gamefish in a big money
tournament or verifying a channel marker at
the entrance to an unfamiliar harbor. Without
a doubt the Stedi-Eye Mariner will bring stability to distance viewing on your next trip
regardless of sea conditions.
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International Angling Rules
The following angling rules have been formulated by the International Game Fish Association to promote ethical and sporting angling practices, to establish uniform regulations for the compilation of world game fish records, and to provide basic angling
guidelines for use in fishing tournaments and any other group angling activities.
The word “angling” is defined as catching or attempting to catch fish with a rod, reel, line, and hook as outlined in the international angling rules. There are some aspects of angling that cannot be controlled through rule making, however. Angling regulations
cannot insure an outstanding performance from each fish, and world records cannot indicate the amount of difficulty in catching the
fish. Captures in which the fish has not fought or has not had a chance to fight do not reflect credit on the fisherman, and only the
angler can properly evaluate the degree of achievement in establishing the record.
Only fish caught in accordance with IGFA international angling rules, and within the intent of these rules, will be considered
for world records.
Following are the rules for freshwater and saltwater fishing and a separate set of rules for fly fishing.
RULES FOR FISHING IN FRESH AND SALT WATER
Equipment Regulations
A. LINE
1. Monofilament, multifilament, and lead core multifilament lines may be used. For line classes, see World Record Requirements.
2. Wire lines are prohibited.
B. LINE BACKING
1. Backing not attached to the fishing line is permissible with no restrictions as to size or material.
2. If the fishing line is attached to the backing, the catch shall be classified under the heavier of the two lines. The backing may not
exceed the 130 lb (60 kg) line class and must be of a type of line approved for use in these angling rules.
C. DOUBLE LINE
The use of a double line is not required. If one is used, it must meet the following specifications:
1. A double line must consist of the actual line used to catch the fish.
2. Double lines are measured from the start of the knot, braid, roll or splice making the double to the farthermost end of the knot,
splice, snap, swivel or other device used for securing the trace, leader, lure or hook to the double line.
Saltwater species: In all line classes up to and including 20 lb (10 kg), the double line shall be limited to 15 feet (4.57 meters).
The combined length of the double line and leader shall not exceed 20 feet (6.1 meters).
The double line on all classes of tackle over 20 lb (10 kg) shall be limited to 30 feet (9.14 meters). The combined length of the
double line and leader shall not exceed 40 feet (12.19 meters).
Freshwater species: The double line on all classes of tackle shall not exceed 6 feet (1.82 meters). The combined length of the
double line and the leader shall not exceed 10 feet (3.04 meters).
D. LEADER
The use of a leader is not required. If one is used, it must meet the following specifications:
The length of the leader is the overall length including any lure, hook arrangement or other device. The leader must be connected to the line with a snap, knot, splice, swivel or other device. Holding devices are prohibited. There are no regulations regarding
the material or strength of the leader.
Saltwater species: In all line classes up to and including 20 lb (10 kg), the leader shall be limited to 15 feet (4.57 meters). The
combined length of the double line and leader shall not exceed 20 feet (6.1 meters).
The leader on all classes of tackle over 20 lb (10 kg) shall be limited to 30 feet (9.14 meters). The combined length of the double
line and leader shall be limited to 40 feet (12.19 meters).
Freshwater species: The leader on all classes of tackle shall be limited to 6 feet (1.82 meters). The combined length of the double
line and leader shall not exceed 10 feet (3.04 meters).
E. ROD
1. Rods must comply with sporting ethics and customs. Considerable latitude is allowed in the choice of a rod, but rods giving the
angler an unfair advantage will be disqualified. This rule is intended to eliminate the use of unconventional rods.
2. The rod tip must be a minimum of 40 inches (101.6 cm) in length. The rod butt cannot exceed 27 inches (68.58 cm) in length.
These measurements must be made from a point directly beneath the center of the reel. A curved butt is measured in a straight
line. When the rod butt is placed in a gimbal, the measurement from the center of the reel seat to the pivot point of the gimbal
can be no more than 27 inches. (The above measurements do not apply to surfcasting rods.)
F. REEL
1. Reels must comply with sporting ethics and customs.
2. Power driven reels of any kind are prohibited. This includes motor, hydraulic, or electrically driven reels, and any device that gives
the angler an unfair advantage.
3. Ratchet handle reels are prohibited.
4. Reels designed to be cranked with both hands at the same time are prohibited.
G. HOOKS FOR BAIT FISHING
1. For live or dead bait fishing no more than two single hooks may be used. Both must be firmly imbedded in or securely attached to
the bait. The eyes of the hooks must be no less than a hook’s length (the length of the largest hook used) apart and no more than
18 inches (45.72 cm) apart. The only exception is that the point of one hook may be passed through the eye of the other hook.
2. The use of a dangling or swinging hook is prohibited. Double or treble hooks are prohibited.
3. A two-hook rig for bottom fishing is acceptable if it consists of two single hooks on separate leaders or drops. Both hooks must be
imbedded in the respective baits and separated sufficiently so that a fish caught on one hook cannot be foul-hooked by the other.
4. A photograph or sketch of the hook arrangement must accompany all record applications made for fish caught on
two-hook tackle.
H. HOOKS AND LURES
1. When using an artificial lure with a skirt or trailing material, no more than two single hooks may be attached to the line, leader,
or trace. The hooks need not be attached separately. The eyes of the hooks must be no less than an overall hook’s length (the
overall length of the largest hook used) apart and no more than 12 inches (30.48 cm) apart. The only exception is that the point
of one hook may be passed through the eye of the other hook. The trailing hook may not extend more than a hook’s length
beyond the skirt of the lure. A photograph or sketch showing the hook arrangement must accompany a record application.
2. Gang hooks are permitted when attached to plugs and other artificial lures that are specifically designed for this use. Gang
hooks must be free swinging and shall be limited to a maximum of three hooks (single, double, or treble, or a combination of
any three). Baits may not be used with gang hooks. A photograph or sketch of the plug or lure must be submitted with record
applications.

I. OTHER EQUIPMENT
1. Fighting chairs may not have any mechanically propelled devices that aid the angler in fighting a fish.
2. Gimbals must be free swinging, which includes gimbals that swing in a vertical plane only. Any gimbal that allows the angler to reduce strain or to rest while fighting the fish is prohibited.
3. Gaffs and nets used to boat or land a fish must not exceed 8 feet (2.44 meters) in overall length. In
using a flying or detachable gaff the rope may not exceed 30 feet (9.14 meters). The gaff rope must be
measured from the point where it is secured to the detachable head to the other end. Only the effective
length will be considered. If a fixed head gaff is used, the same limitations shall apply and the gaff rope
shall be measured from the same location on the gaff hook. Only a single hook is permitted on any gaff.
Harpoon or lance attachments are prohibited. Tail ropes are limited to 30 feet (9.14 meters). (When
fishing from a bridge, pier, or other high platform or structure, this length limitation does not apply.)
4. Entangling devices, either with or without a hook, are prohibited and may not be used for any purpose including baiting, hooking, fighting, or landing the fish.
5. Outriggers, downriggers, spreader bars and kites are permitted to be used provided that the actual
fishing line is attached to the snap or other release device, either directly or with some other material.
The leader or double line may not be connected to the release mechanism either directly or with the
use of a connecting device. Spreader bars are also acceptable when used strictly as a teaser.
6. Daisy chains, birds, floats and similar devices may only be used if they do not unfairly hamper or
inhibit the normal swimming or fighting ability of the fish, thereby giving the angler or crew an unfair
advantage in fighting, landing or boating the fish.
7. A safety line may be attached to the rod provided that it does not in any way assist the angler in
fighting the fish.
Angling Regulations
1. From the time that a fish strikes or takes a bait or lure, the angler must hook, fight, and land or boat
the fish without the aid of any other person, except as provided in these regulations.
2. If a rod holder is used and a fish strikes or takes the bait or lure, the angler must remove the rod from
the holder as quickly as possible. The intent of this rule is that the angler shall strike and hook the fish
with the rod in hand.
3. In the event of a multiple strike on separate lines being fished by a single angler, only the first fish
fought by the angler will be considered for a world record.
4. If a double line is used, the intent of the regulations is that the fish will be fought on the single line
most of the time that it takes to land the fish.
5. A harness may be attached to the reel or rod, but not to the fighting chair. The harness may be replaced or adjusted by a person other than the angler.
6. Use of a rod belt or waist gimbal is permitted.
7. When angling from a boat, once the leader is brought within the grasp of the mate, or the end of the
leader is wound to the rod tip, more than one person is permitted to hold the leader.
8. One or more gaffers may be used in addition to persons holding the leader. The gaff handle must be
in hand when the fish is gaffed.
9. The angling and equipment regulations shall apply until the fish is weighed.
The following acts will disqualify a catch:
1. Failure to comply with equipment or angling regulations.
2. The act of persons other than the angler in touching any part of the rod, reel, or line (including the
double line) either bodily or with any device, from the time a fish strikes or takes the bait or lure,
until the fish is either landed or released, or in giving any aid other than that allowed in the rules and
regulations. If an obstacle to the passage of the line through the rod guides has to be removed from
the line, then the obstacle (whether chum, floatline, rubber band, or other material) shall be held and
cut free. Under no circumstances should the line be held or touched by anyone other than the angler
during this process.
3. Resting the rod in a rod holder, on the gunwale of the boat, or any other object while playing the fish.
4. Handlining or using a handline or rope attached in any manner to the angler’s line or leader for the
purpose of holding or lifting the fish.
5. Shooting, harpooning, or lancing any fish (including sharks and halibuts) at any stage of the catch.
6. Chumming with or using as bait the flesh, blood, skin, or any part of mammals other than hair or pork
rind used in lures designed for trolling or casting.
7. Using a boat or device to beach or drive a fish into shallow water in order to deprive the fish of its
normal ability to swim.
8. Changing the rod or reel while the fish is being played.
9. Splicing, removing, or adding to the line while the fish is being played.
10. Intentionally foul-hooking a fish.
11. Catching a fish in a manner that the double line never leaves the rod tip.
12. Using a size or kind of bait that is illegal to possess.
13. Attaching the angler’s line or leader to part of a boat or other object for the purpose of holding or
lifting the fish.
14. If a fish escapes before gaffing or netting and is recaptured by any method other than as outlined in
the angling rules.
The following situations will disqualify a catch:
1. When a rod breaks (while the fish is being played) in a manner that reduces the length of the tip
below minimum dimensions or severely impairs its angling characteristics.
2. Mutilation to the fish, prior to landing or boating the catch, caused by sharks, other fish, mammals, or
propellers that remove or penetrate the flesh. (Injuries caused by leader or line, scratches, old healed
scars or regeneration deformities are not considered to be disqualifying injuries.) Any mutilation on
the fish must be shown in a photograph and fully explained in a separate report accompanying the
record application.
3. When a fish is hooked or entangled on more than one line.
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Whether you are transienting the coast
or cruising to Cape May for a few days of R
& R, make sure you chart your course for
South Jersey Marina. Strategically located
on Cape May Harbor, we are easily accessible and provide the best protection when
mother nature acts up. Best of all, we are the
closest major marina to the historic areas of
Cape May, the beaches, restaurants and other
attractions that will pique your interest. We
have extensive experience in accommodating boats of all shapes and sizes and make
it our #1 priority to insure that your shoreside stay is
as enjoyable and hassle-free as possible. Our trained,

uniformed dock attendants will assist you in
tying up and getting situated while our courteous operations staff gets you squared away with
dinner arrangements, rental cars, historic tours
or whatever you might need.
We like to greet and treat our customers as
friends and do everything reasonably possible
to make you feel at home. We monitor channels 9 and 16 and... although they’re not always
needed, reservations are recommended.
SOUTH JERSEY MARINA OFFICE
and SHIP’S STORE
609-884-2400
admin@sjmarina.com • store@sjmarina.com
DOCKMASTER
609-884-2400
dockmaster@sjmarina.com
SOUTH JERSEY TOURNAMENTS
609-884-2400
tournaments@sjmarina.com
CHARTER INFORMATION
609-884-3800
charterboats@sjmarina.com
SOUTH JERSEY YACHT SALES
609-884-1600
sales@sjyachtsales.com
at CANYON CLUB RESORT MARINA
609-884-0880

www.SouthJerseyMarina.com

at ARNOLD’S YACHT BASIN
732-899-9666
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Canyon Club Resort Marina is a state-ofthe-art facility for those who enjoy the boating
lifestyle. A “Boating Country Club” is the
most appropriate description of this evolving
marine complex.
Luxury waterfront homes surround the
protected basin which features modern,
concrete floating piers with convenient and
updated utilities. A full marine service facility, ship’s store and yacht sales office are onsite as well to assist with any possible boating need. Swimming
pools, manicured courtyards and landscaping compliment the spacious property. Winding roadways and
walkways make it easy to get around and give easy access to ample parking. All in all, Canyon Club is a
comfortable and relaxing place to boat and live. Its location is far enough off the beaten path to be private,
yet close enough to enjoy what the surrounding area has to offer.

CANYON CLUB RESORT MARINA
609-884-0188
admin@canyonclubmarina.com

PARTS DEPARTMENT
609-884-6646
parts@canyonclubmarina.com

CANYON CLUB HOMES
609-884-7700
homes@canyonclubmarina.com

DOCKMASTER / SHIP’S STORE
609-884-0199
dockmaster@canyonclubmarina.com

SERVICE DEPARTMENT
609-884-0602
service@canyonclubmarina.com

ELECTRONICS DEPARTMENT
609-884-6400
electronics@canyonclubmarina.

www.CanyonClubMarina.com
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Two Mile Landing
Two Mile Inn &
Two Mile Crab House
Casual Waterfront Dining

SEAFOOD • STEAKS • PRIME RIB
NZ COLD WATER LOBSTER TAILS

609-522-1341

Jim’s

Bait & Tackle

If we don’t have it...
you don’t need it!

609-884-2855

Located at
South Jersey Marina

US Hwy 109 & 3rd Ave. • Cape May, NJ

609-884-3900

CAPE
LIQUORS

1231 Route 109
Cape May, NJ 08204

609-884-7676

Rt. 109 (at the foot of the bridge) • Cape May, NJ

10% OFF FOR BADGE HOLDERS

Lunch & Dinner
on the mall
Cape May
Reservations 884-6661

Southern Italian Seafood & Steaks
Broadway & West Perry St • Cape May, NJ 08204

609-884-4543

www.godmothersrestaurant.com

Tomorrow’s memories... await you today.
Homes for sale Summer Rentals
846 Broadway • Cape May, NJ 08204

609-898-1944

www.HomeSteadRealEstate.net

By Charlie Langan
Our quaint little town is located at the southernmost
point in New Jersey and is known for many things. It
became America’s first summer resort town, established
in the early 1800’s. People came here today to enjoy the
Victorian buildings, Bed and Breakfasts, fine dining,
beautiful beaches and to take advantage of our productive
sportfishing waters. Because we are located on a peninsula, we have access to two basic fisheries: the Delaware
Bay and the Atlantic Ocean.
Within these fisheries we have two types of fishing
trips: inshore and offshore. The inshore trips can be
either in the Delaware Bay or up tov20 miles out in the
ocean. The species of fish we catch include Striped Bass,
Black Drum, Sea Bass, Fluke, Mackerel, Bluefish, Tautog
and Weakfish. The season usually begins in mid-April
and ends in late November. Most of these fish are caught
either at anchor or drifting with the tide. Bluefish and
Mackerel are usually caught by trolling using artificial
bait or lures. Striped Bass are very abundant in our waters
during both the spring and fall.
The offshore season begins around mid-May. At that
time the fishermen here are thinking S-H-A-R-K. Mako,
Thresher and Blue Shark are the most prevalent species
and they range in size anywhere from two hundred to
eight hundred pounds. In fact, a New Jersey State record
Thresher Shark was caught off of Cape May in 2004 and
weighed in at 617 pounds. Most of these fish are taken
around underwater structures located about 20 to 60
miles at sea.
Shortly after the arrival of the sharks, the tuna migrate
northward into our offshore waters in early July. Yellowfin, Bluefin and Albacore are the most popular for both
sport and table fare. They are caught using two methods:
trolling or chunking. By towing either artificial lures or
live baits, the anglers display an array of simulated live
baitfish. The tuna are attracted up from the deep to feed,
only to find a hook disguised within. Chunking, on the
other hand, is done from a fixed position when the fishermen drop small chunks of quartered fish into the water.
As the chunks sink slowly toward the bottom, the tuna

are drawn into the baits to feed. When a tuna
strikes one of these chunks that contain a
hook, the “fun” begins. For the next twenty
minutes or maybe two hours, the battle
ensues. The fish could be a 100 pound Yellowfin or a 200 pound Bluefin. Giant Bluefin
Tuna can grow to over 1500 pounds but are
rarely found in our waters.
Swimming right along with the migrating tuna are the coveted Blue Marlin, the rare
White Marlin and the delicious Dolphin fish,
often referred to as Mahi-Mahi. These species
are all caught by trolling and are considered
the epitome of sportfishing. They are caught
during July, August and September and are
found 65 miles offshore at the Continental
Shelf. Along the rim of that shelf there are
severe vertical drops of depth and irregular
lateral shapes that form what are known as
canyons. The sound of the trolling motors and
the sight of the boat’s wake attract these fish
and when they crash the baits, they’re hooked.
The next hour or so could be the most thrilling of fishing experiences.
Marlin have become rare over time,
therefore conservation of these game fish
is paramount to everyone. The “catch and
release” method we encourage is the only way
to extend their longevity. Anglers and captains alike are aware of this no-kill rule and
are diligent about following that practice.
So, there you have it…fishing in Cape
May. It can be a relaxing day on the water
and an enjoyable dinner of your catch or an
exciting adventure fighting a 300 pound fish
65 miles at sea. Whichever trip you decide to
take inshore or offshore, you will be left with a
long-lasting memory. Bring your camera.
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Great Rates on the
Beach Front!!!

BuckinghamMotel
1111 Beach Avenue
Cape May, NJ 08204

(609) 884-4073
www.Buckinghammotel.com
motel1@verizon.net

Captain’s Cove
Breakfast & Lunch
Open 7 Days
Overlooking Cape May Harbor
U. S. Highway 109 & 3rd St
Cape May, NJ 08204

Hotel Macomber
727 Beach Avenue
Cape May, NJ 08204

(609) 884-3020

www.hotelmacomber.com

SJM / CCRM sponsored events are indicated in bold.
MAY
1st: 7th, Cape May’s Spring Festival
2nd: Feasting on History - Historic Cold Springs Village
4th: Chef ’s Dine-Around - MAC
6th: Cape May Style House Tour - MAC
7th: Cape May Wine School - MAC
13th: Annual World Series of Birding
19th-21st: Cape May Audubon Weekend
20th: Spring Arts & Crafts Festival
20th: Annual Cape May Music Festival Commences
20th: Great Cape Footrace
28th: Antiques at Memorial Day
29th: Memorial Day Cookout - Canyon Club,
come out and help christen the new pool
JUNE
1st-18th: Annual Cape May Music Festival - MAC
2nd: Cape May Designer Show House
3rd: West Cape May Strawberry Festival
3rd, Kiwanis Craft Show

8th-11th: 26th Annual South Jersey Shark Tournament
10th: Victorian Fair - MAC
16th-17th: Boardwalk Craft Show
17th: Cape May Point 5 mile Run
JULY
1st: Kiwanis Pancake Day
1st: Independence Day
4th: Annual CCRM Independence Day Pool Party
5th: Kid’s Day at the Physick Estate
(continues throughout summer) - MAC
7th: Promenade Art Show
12th-16th: 17th Annual Ocean-Viking Showdown
15th: Jersey Cape Antique Auto Show
19th-23rd: 5th Annual Mid-Atlantic Tuna Tournament
26th–29th: Albemarle-Cabo Scramble
29th: Annual CCRM Flounder Tournament
30th: Captain Kidd Treasure Hunt
AUGUST
2nd: Queen Maysea Coronation
4th: Annual Baby parade
4th: Sand Sculpture Contest
12th-13th: Promenade Craft Show
17th: Kiwanis Auction Night
17th-20th: Ladies Charity Billfish Release Tournament
20th-25th: The 15th Annual Mid-Atlantic $500,000
22nd: Teddy Bear Tea Party at the Twining Tea Room
27th-28th: Arts & Crafts Show at Historic
Cold Springs Village
SEPTEMBER
1st: Summer Send-Off Craft Show
1st: Junior Clamshell Pitching Tournament
2nd: Tomato Festival in West Cape May
4th: Annual CCRM Labor Day Party
7th–10th: Atlantic City In-water Boat Show
9th: Grandma’s Attic - MAC
10th–11th: Washington Street Mall Art Show
14th–17th: Fall Sidewalk Sale on Washington Street Mall
15th–17th: South Jersey Yacht Sales Open House
16th–21st: Annual Cape May Food & Wine Festival - MAC
21st–24th: South Jersey “Last Blast” Tournament
24th: Annual Beachfront Run
30th: Oktoberfest on Jackson Street
30th: Irish Dance Weekend at Convention Hall
For a complete calendar and additional information see
the Chamber’s web site: www.capemaychamber.com
For more information about MAC
(MidAtlantic Center for the Arts) activities visit:
www.capemaymac.org
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410 Bank Street / Frescos • 410 Bank Street • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-2127 • www.capemaytimes.com/Restaurants/cape-may/410bank.htm.......70
A Ca Mia • Washington Street Mall • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-6661............................................................................................................................................................74
Albemarle Boats • 140 Midway Drive • Edenton • NC • 27932 • 252-482-7423 • www.albemarleboats.com.................................................................................................. 2
American Fishing Wire / High Seas • 440 Highland Boulevard • Coatesville • PA • 19320 • 800-824-9473 • www.americanfishingwire.com.................................17
Big Game Fishing Journal • 1800 Bay Avenue • Pt. Pleasant • NJ • 08742 • 800-827-4468 • www.biggamefishingjournal.com...........................................................20
Buckingham Motel • 1111 Beach Avenue • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-9036 • www.buckinghammotel.com...............................................................................76
Cabana’s Beach Bar & Grille • 429 Beach Avenue • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-4800 • www.cabanasonthebeach.com.............................................................61
Cabo Yachts • 9780 Rancho Road • Adelanto • CA • 92301 • 760-246-8917 • www.caboyachts.com................................................................................................................. 6
Canyon Club (Condos) • 900 Ocean Drive • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-7700 • www.canyonclubmarina.com.............................................................................. C4
Canyon Club (Marina) • 900 Ocean Drive • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-0188 • www.canyonclubmarina.com................................................................................35
Cape Liquors • Route 109 • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-7676.............................................................................................................................................................................74
Cape May Winery • 711 Townbank Road • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-1169 • www.capemaywinery.com.......................................................................................64
Cape Savings Bank • 225 North Main Street • Cape May CH • NJ • 08210 • 609-465-5600 • www.capebankonline2.com......................................................................74
Captain’s Cove Restaurant • 1216 Route 109 • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-7288.......................................................................................................................................76
Century 21, Gilmartin & Co • 1382 Lafayette Street • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-1800..........................................................................................................................68
Chris Clemans & Co., Realtors • 1159 Washington Street • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-3332 • www.chrisclemans.com............................................................52
Christi Insurance Group • 156 Stagecoach Road • Marmora • NJ • 08223 • 609-390-8996 • www.christiinsurance.com.........................................................................31
Congress Hall / The Blue Pig • 251 Beach Avenue • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-8422 • www.congresshall.com...........................................................................19
Costa Marine Canvas • 333 South Vienna Avenue • Egg Harbor City • NJ • 08215 • 609-965-1538 • www.costamarinecanvas.com..................................................64
C-View Inn • 1380 Washington Street • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-4712.......................................................................................................................................................64
Dock Mike’s Restaurant • 1231 Route 109 • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-2855 • www.dockmikes.com..............................................................................................74
Eye King / Hobie • 160 Terminal Drive • Plainview • NY • 11803 • 717-285-9109 • www.eyeking.com............................................................................................................64
EZ2CY • 518 Ridgley Road • Crownsville • MD • 21032 • 800-448-4317 • www.ez2cy.com...................................................................................................................................22
Fisherman, the • 1622 Beaver Dam Road • Pt. Pleasant • NJ • 08742 • 732-295-8600............................................................................................................................................52
Fraser-Volpe • 1025 Thomas Drive • Warminster • PA • 18974 • 215-442-5240 • www.fraser-volpe.com........................................................................................................36
George’s Place • 301 Beach Drive • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-6088..............................................................................................................................................................74
Godmother’s Restaurant • Broadway & West Perry Street • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-4543 • www.godmothersrestaurant.com........................................74
Guy Harvey • 4350 Oakes Road • Davie • FL • 33314 • 800-288-1227 • www.guyharveyinc.com.......................................................................................................................47
Heather’s Salon & Spa • 656 Washington Street • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-0098.................................................................................................................................76
High Roller Transportation • P. O. Box 2043 • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-898-7433 • www.capemaytaxi.com.......................................................................................76
Homestead Realty • 846 Broadway • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-1888 • www.homesteadrealestate.net.........................................................................................74
Jim’s Bait & Tackle • US Highway 109 & 3rd Avenue • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-3900..........................................................................................................................74
Joe Canal’s Liquor • 1613 Route 47 South • Rio Grande • NJ • 08242 • 609-886-9786 • www.joecanals.com/riogrande.html...............................................................70
Johnson & Towers • 2021 Briggs Road • Mt. Laurel • NJ • 08054 • 856-234-6990 • www.johnsontowers.com............................................................................................... 8
Lifeline Batteries • 955 North Todd Avenue • Azusa • CA • 91702 • 800-527-3224 • www.lifelinebatteries.com.........................................................................................77
Lobster House Restaurant • Fisherman’s Wharf • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-8296 • www.thelobsterhouse.com........................................................................74
Lucky Bones • 1200 Route 109 South • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-2663......................................................................................................................................................68
Mack Boring & Parts / Yanmar • 2365 Route 22 W, 2 Rivers Yacht Basin • Union • NJ • 08083 • 908-964-0700 • www.mackboring.com..........................................70
Macomber Hotel • 727 Beach Avenue • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-3020 • www.hotelmacomber.com............................................................................................76
MAN Engines • 591 SW 13th Terrace • Pompano Beach • FL • 33069 • 954-946-9092 • www.manengines.com..........................................................................................44
Martini Beach • 429 Beach Avenue • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-1925 • www.martinibeachcapemay.com.....................................................................................76
Midlantic Gold Rush • 201 Union Lane • Brielle • NJ • 08730 • 732-223-4994..........................................................................................................................................................38
Mission Inn • 1117 New Jersey Avenue • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-8380 • www.missioninn.net......................................................................................................61
Ocean Yachts • P. O. Box 312 • Egg Harbor City • NJ • 08215 • 609-965-4616 • www.oceanyachtsinc.com.....................................................................................................11
Offshore Financial • 106 Bridge Avenue, Suite 4 • Bay Head • NJ • 08742 • 800-899-7766 • www.offshorefinancial.com.......................................................................29
Penn Reels • 3028 West Hunting Park Avenue • Philadelphia • PA • 19132 • 215-229-9415 • www.pennreels.com....................................................................................18
PipeTowers • 701 Old Avalon Boulevard • Avalon • NJ • 08202 • 609-967-3900 • www.pipetowers.com.......................................................................................................56
PNC Investments • 930 Washington Street • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-0802 • www.pnc.com...........................................................................................................76
Pompanette Chairs • 1515 SE 16th Street • Ft. Lauderdale • FL • 33316 • 954-525-6367 • www.pompanette.com.................................................................................. C3
Pro Challenger Reels • P. O. Box 212158 • Royal Palm beach • FL • 33421 • 561-662-4023 • www.prochallenger.com.............................................................................43
Ransome Engines / Caterpillar • 2975 Galloway Road • Bensalem • PA • 19020 • 215-245-0600 • www.ransome.com..........................................................................42
Raymarine • 7878 Antolik Road • Girard • PA • 16417 • 814-774-5533 • www.raymarine.com.............................................................................................................................. 5
Rodes Catering • 50 Paulsboro Road • Swedesboro • NJ • 08085 • 800-322-8699..................................................................................................................................................72
Rolex / Bernie Robbins • 507 New Road • Somers Point • NJ • 08244 • 609-927-4848 • www.bernierobbins.com....................................................................................14
SaltWater Sportsman • P. O. 62820 • Tampa • FL • 33662 • 800-759-2127 • www.saltwatersportsman.com...............................................................................................56
Sea Gear Marine Supply • Route 109 & 4th Avenue • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-2711 • www.seagearmarine.com...................................................................76
Serenity Day Spa • 3704 Bayshore Road • North Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-889-6900....................................................................................................................................72
South Jersey Marina • 1231 Route 109 • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-2400 • www.southjerseymarina.com.....................................................................................35
South Jersey Yacht Sales • 1231 Route 109 • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-1600 • www.southjerseyyachtsales.com.................................................................... C2
Squidnation.com • P. O. Box B • Tyaskin • MD • 21865 • 410-873-3283 • www.squidnation.com......................................................................................................................60
Sturdy Bank • 701 Washington Street • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-898-1213 • www.sturdyonline.com....................................................................................................76
Sunset Marina • 12911 Sunset Avenue • Ocean City • MD • 21842 • 877-514-FISH • www.ocsunsetmaarina.com.....................................................................................78
Summer Station • 217 Beach Avenue • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-8800 • www.beachcomber.com/Capemay/Hotels/summer.html..................................76
Tony’s Pizza • Route 109 • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-2020................................................................................................................................................................................76
Two Mile Landing • Ocean Drive • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-522-1341 • www.thecrabhouse.com...........................................................................................................74
Underwater Lights • 277 SW 33rd Court • Ft. Lauderdale • FL • 33315 • 954-760-4447 • www.underwaterlightsusa.com.....................................................................23
Union Park Restaurant • 727 Beach Avenue • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-8811 • www.unionparkdiningroom.com...................................................................80
Up In Smoke • 479 W. Perry Street • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-5009.............................................................................................................................................................72
Viking Yachts • Route 9 • New Gretna • NJ • 08224 • 609-296-6000 • www.vikingyachts.com...........................................................................................................................49
Washington Inn • 801 Washington Street • Cape May • NJ • 08204 • 609-884-5697 • www.washingtoninn.com.......................................................................................68
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If you’ve ever weighed a
fish at a South Jersey Tournament during the past
quarter century, then you
know who Chris Booth is.
A fixture (some might say,
“THE FIXTURE”) virtually since the beginning;
it is Chris who, season after season, climbs atop
the weigh stations at both South Jersey Marina
and Canyon Club and sings out the good news for
some and the sad news for the rest.
When Chris Booth is at the scales, every angler
can rest assured that the weight recorded will be
honest and accurate. The procedure Chris uses
during the weigh-in is always routinely consistent in
order to eliminate inaccuracies due to variation of
method. It is also Chris’ responsibility to ensure that
every fish weighed has met all federal regulations
based on length and species. Even though Chris is
something of an expert himself, he does not hesitate
to bring in additional experts from the outside.
This is especially true during the annual MidAtlantic Tuna Tournament when differentiating
between blue or yellow fin tuna or a big-eye can
come down to counting gill rakes. It’s not at all
unusual, during the tuna tournament, to see
Dr. Eleanor Bochenek, a marine scientist with
Rutgers, assisting Chris in making the definitive
identification of a just-weighed species.
Even though he’s been doing it for most of
his life, Chris still gets excited during tournament
season. “You never know,” Chris laughs, “The
leader board can always change in the very last
second.” He recounts one year when Rich Addeo
and crew backed down the Gina Lisa to the scales
during the last nine minutes on the final day of the
Mid-Atlantic $500,000, and weighed the heaviest
blue marlin ever recorded in this tournament.
When asked what he likes best about being
Weighmaster, Chris simply says, “The faces.” After
25 years, Chris has seen the same faces so many
times that he now counts them as friends, not participants. “Remember,” Chris adds. “It’s not over
till the fat fish is weighed.” Words of wisdom from
the Weighmaster.

